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Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if 
you have not called 


CALL TODA’ 


¢ Confidential wrestling news from every promotion! 

¢ Results from all live ECW events including pay-per-views! 
* Vote for the ECW Wrestler of the Year! 

° Hear Joey Styles “shoot” from the hip! 
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This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary-dialed phones 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1.00 
Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 4813/10-98/4c 
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The Undertaker’s looks are described as “mysterious” 
and “awesome” by reader Cindy Zable; it’s doubtful 
Steve Austin and Kane would use those same words. 


MYSTERY MAN 

| started watching wrestling 
again about six months ago, and 
the reason | did was because | 
caught a glimpse of The Under- 
taker. The mysterious look of this 
man is awesome. No one can 
measure up to him (except maybe 

Kane and “Stone-Cold”). 
CINDY ZABLE 
Lake Mills, IA 


G-C-W! G-C-W! 

| am a big wrestling fan who 
lives in Florida, but WCW ana the 
WWF rarely come to Panama City, 
if ever at all. So | found a replace- 
ment for WCW and the WWF. It's 
called Gulf Coast Wrestling, and 
it’s just as good. 

There are many ex-WWF and 
WCW wrestlers, exciting stars 
such as Chief Little Bear and 
Jesse Dalton, and great young- 
sters like “Real Deal” Johnny 
Reno (who is good enough to be 
in any federation) and “Hardcore” 
Hal Magnus. 

If you live in Panama City, or 
anywhere in Florida, Gulf Coast 
Wrestling is definitely worth check- 
ing out. 

RYAN HOLLAND 
Youngstown, FL 


WELL, PARDON US... 

| just finished reading your 
“1998 Turnbuckle Turkey Awards” 
(Holiday 1998), and | am disgust- 
ed that you would even consider 
presenting Sting with one of those 
pompous prizes. Sting is the 
greatest wrestler to ever grace 
WCW or any other wrestling orga- 
nization. He is practically the Rock 
of Gibraltar and deserves the 
utmost respect for the ground he 
has broken in professional wres- 
tling. This guy has been in top 
matches, main events, and has 
held the WCW World title five 
times. 

Just because Sting chose to 
join NWO Wolfpac doesn’t make 
him a different wrestler than the 
one everyone’s been praising for 
all these years. If it makes that big 
of a difference to everyone, then 
they should not have the privilege 
of calling themselves loyal fans of 
the “Stinger.” | find it absolutely 
repulsive that you can be so judg- 
mental of Sting when he has done 
so much for wrestling. 

Sting is the franchise of WCW. | 
am so sick of hearing everyone 
dissing him for career moves. |, for 
one, am happy to see this enig- 
matic champion in the Wolfpac 
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and think all of those who are not 
should take a deep breath and get 
over it. This was his career choice, 
not ours. So get off his back! If you 
cannot be happy for Sting, then 
just leave him alone. 
CANDACE LEGG 
Douglasville, GA 


HOGAN FOR PREZ 

Hogan for President! What a 
rush! | will campaign for him if he 
changes his ways. If he could treat 
fans better, he’d make a great 
President. 

Just think, we might be able to 
get rid of football and have nothing 
but wrestling all weekend. Hogan 
for President! He’s got my vote. 

JOHN HENLEY 
Lexington, SC 


HELLO ... GOODBYE 

The Warrior has returned! To 
elaborate on this monumental 
event, I'll paraphrase DX by say- 
ing two words: big deal! Okay, so 
that’s not what they'd say, but you 
get the picture. 

The “Ultimate Windbag” made 
his grand entrance into WCW on 
a broadcast of Nitro a while back 
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Former WCW tag team champs Sting and The Giant are 
now enemies, but they are both still competing under 
the NWO banner. Candace Legg says true fans will sup- 
port Sting no matter what side he fights on. 


and proceeded to talk 
the audience to death, 
proving that he still 
has the most powerful 
set of lungs in wres- 
tling. His long-winded 
speech made me wish 
| had one of those uni- 
versal translator gad- 
gets you see in the 
Star Trek movies. He 
still hasn’t stopped 
talking. 

Don’t get me 
wrong—anyone who 
comes on the scene 
and offers to beat up 
Hogan has my sup- 
port, but The Warrior 
bores me with his 
incessant babbling 
and grandiose en- 
trances. Bill Goldberg 
has flashy entrances, 
but he follows them 
up with hellacious beatings, not 
15-minute tongue workouts. 

And since Warrior couldn't even 
beat Hogan, he will never reclaim 
his status as the ultimate Hogan 
thumper. Once again, The Warrior 
has disappeared. Once again, 
(Continued on page 70) 
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“Yadda, yadda, yadda ...” Exactly what 
did The Warrior say in the brief time he 
spent in WCW? Reader David Miller 
doesn’t know, and judging by the con- 
tent of his letter, he doesn’t care. 
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REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


If Rupert Murdoch is, as the scuttlebutt says, actually considering 
putting wrestling on his Fox Network, maybe the December 5-11 edition 
of TV Guide could help him with his decision. Murdoch, who also owns the 
venerable magazine, had to be blown away with the sales of that issue. 

That week’s TV Guide featured four different signature covers, featur- 
ing four different pro wrestling stars: Steve Austin, Bill Goldberg, The 
Undertaker, and Hollywood Hogan. The story inside the magazine, written 
by Bruce Newman, focused on the phenomenal business the sport is 
doing. It also contained sidebar stories written by Mark Lasswell on each 
cover subject, Jesse Ventura, and another called “5 Reasons To Love 
Wrestling.” 

According to Ari Karpeo, TV Guide’s director of media relations, the 
issue’s newsstand sales percentage was exceeded in recent years only by 
the issue printed after the death of Princess Diana. The wrestling issue 
sold 65 percent of the copies distributed to newsstands, compared to a 
normal issue, which, Karpeo said, usually averages about 50 percent. 

In the magazine business, issues that sell 65 percent come along about 
as often as baseball players hitting .400. Murdoch spent a ton of money 
on his Los Angeles Dodgers during baseball’s off-season, and it’s highly 
unlikely he was able to find a hitter that will come even close to that mag- 
ical .400 batting average. Still, one of Murdoch’s goals is to position his 
team to challenge the one owned by his long-time business rival, Ted 
Turner, whose Braves are once again the National League’s best team. 

Turner, of course, is also the largest stockholder in Time Warner, which 
also owns World Championship Wrestling. It all gets a little complicated, 
this world of big business and high finance, but for our purposes it can all 
be simplified rather easily if we consider these facts. Wrestling is red-hot. 
Murdoch owns the Fox Network and Fox Sports Net. Murdoch hates 
Turner and would like nothing more than to help himself and hurt Ted at 
the same time. 

Vince McMahon? I’m not quite sure where he fits in. Maybe early in 
1998, when he was cash-strapped, he might have sought Murdoch’s help. 
That’s obviously no longer the case. He might still crave a prime-time 
spot on the Fox Network, which has about 28 million more potential view- 
ers than the USA Network. 

But right now, Murdoch shouldn’t be looking at someone else’s product. 
The timing is perfect for the start-up of a third big-bucks national 
wrestling company. If Murdoch’s not at least considering it, he’d be wise 
to take a close look at his own magazine’s sale figures. 
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Alliance has launched a 

women’s division headed by 
Tor Berg, the former owner of the 
Ladies Professional Wrestling 
Association (LPWA). NWA Presi- 
dent Howard Brody has already 
appointed former LPWA broadcast- 
er Ken Resnick as president and 
former AWA World champ and 
WCW Commissioner Nick Bock- 
winkel as commissioner of the new 
organization, which will be called the 
WNWA. 

“We believe in tradition, and 
women’s wrestling was always a 
large part of NWA history, so we're 
going to bring it back to the forefront 
once again,” said Brody. “We're 
negotiating with Madusa Miceli, 
Wendi Richter, Bambi, and a lot of 
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»  MADUSA MICELI 


talent from Mexico and Japan. | 
think women's wrestling could really 
take off again, and I'm very excited 
to be involved in this project.” 

Brady Boone, who wresiled for 
the NWA and the WWF and most 
recently refereed for WCW, was 
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killed in an automobile accident in 
Tampa, Florida, on December 14. 
Our sympathies go out to his family 
... Brian Christopher and Shawn 
Stasiak have formed a team in 
Memphis’ Power Pro Wrestling, and 
Scott Taylor, Christopher’s regular 
partner in the WWF, says he's puz- 
zled by the move. “I mean, I’m avail- 
able for the Memphis dates,” he 


said. “I don’t know why Brian's doing 
this.” 

Said Christopher: “I've got some 
personal issues | have to get settled 
down here in Memphis, and | don’t 
want Scott getting involved in them.” 

Look for Sting in a TNT movie 
called Shutter Speed soon. He'll be 
portraying a policeman ... Sable has 
recently signed a deal to do a photo 
spread in Playboy ... Samu has 
signed to be in an upcoming Adam 
Sandler movie (no title yet) ... 
Hollywood Hogan will be one of the 
stars of the new Muppet movie ... A 
Virginia-based company called 
America Remembers is marketing 
WCW postage stamps. 

NWA North American champion 
Colorado Kid will soon be leaving 


COLORADO KID 


the confines of Music City Wrestling 
to travel to Texas to battle Kit 
Carson. Then, a few days later, he'll 
head to Florida to wrestle veteran 
Greg Valentine. “I'm really sick and 
tired of hearing people criticize me 
for being afraid of wrestling outside 
of Music City,” Colorado said. “I’m 
not afraid at all. If my schedule per- 
mits, I'd like to travel to every NWA 
promotion in the United States in 
1999.” 

Boogie Woogie Brown will be 
on the sidelines for several months 
after having surgery performed on 
his left knee ... Blade Boudreaux 
added a second title to his collec- 
tion when he won the CWA heavy- 
weight championship from Lance 
Jade. Boudreaux also holds the 
AWF heavyweight belt ... Mr. 
Hughes says he intends to change 
the direction of his career this year. 
“I've lost over 100 pounds already,” 
he said, “but | haven't lost any of 
my toughness. What you're going 
to see is a quicker, more agile Mr. 
Hughes” ... Lou Andrews has 
beaten “Bruiser” Brian Cox for 
the Pacific Coast Wrestling heavy- 
weight title. 
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PAUL ELLERING 


Paul Ellering officially split with 
The Disciples of Apocalypse after 
his interference backfired and 
caused them to lose a match to 
The New Age Outlaws. Actually, 
the split wasn't his idea. Skull and 
Eight-Ball attacked him after the 
match. His next move? He isn’t sure. 
“There are still a lot of wrestlers in 
the WWF who need some guidance 
and need a master strategist to show 
them the right way,” he said. “I’ve got 
some connections with some people 
around here, some people I've 
known for a while.” 

Sounds like he might be talking 
about a reunion with The Legion of 
Doom, Hawk and Animal. By the 
way, those two are back on speaking 
terms again. Animal has clearly taken 
Hawk's side in his dispute with 
Darren Drozdov. “No matter what 
problems we have, Hawk is my blood 
brother,” Animal said. “If he has a 
problem with Droz, then so do |.” 

Japan’s Frontier Martial Arts 
Wrestling honored the original Sheik 
on a recent card, dubbing it Sheik’s 
official retirement ceremony. The 
veteran, who walks slowly due to 
knee problems, wore a suit to the 
ring, but he made sure to attack a 
few photographers and kick a few 
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chairs on his way. 

Yokozuna has signed for several 
matches in Missouri’s World Legion 
Wrestling ... “Mean” Mare Ash and 
Craig Pittman are feuding with Lex 
Reed and Scotty McKeever in ICW 
... Anew Lord Humongous has 
popped up in Music City Wrestling; 
he’s being managed by Bert “Honey 
Love” Prentice ... Reckless Youth 
is negotiating with both ECW and 
California's All-Pro Wrestling ... 
Congratulations to Glen Osbourne 
on his recent marriage to his fiancee, 
Erika. 

D-Von Dudley says he recently 
had a reunion with the man he says 


a suai. J ‘S 
D-VON DUDLEY Joe. 
“taught me everything | know,” veter- 
an Johnny Rodz. “Hey, I’m really 
proud of how far D-Von has come 
along,” Rodz, who still competes on 
cards in New York, said. “Il taught him 
about hardcore wrestling long before 
most people knew what the word 
hardcore meant.” 

Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling manager Patricia Stein- 
man says both she and the man she 
manages, PCW Commonwealth 
champion Chris Krueger, are sick 
and tired of hearing fans chant, “Mo- 
ni-ca! Mo-ni-ca!” whenever she 
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By Gill Apter 
approaches the ring (she actually 
does bear a striking resemblance to 
Monica Lewinsky). “It irritates us to 
no end,” she says. “We are so dis- 
tracted by that chant. | mean, Chris 
almost lost his belt to that loser 
Tommy Golden because of it!” ... 
Flash Flanagan is close to signing a 
long-term deal with PCW ... Robert 
Gibson has signed for several ECW 
matches. 

WCW broadcaster Lee Marshall 
has left the promotion simply because 
all the travel wore him out. “Money 
was never an issue,” Marshall said. 
“It's just that | live in Malibu, California, 
and making the trips to all the pay- 
per-views, the weekly Nitros and 
Thunder broadcasts, and other pro- 
motional duties was just too much. 
The production company | own near 
my home was suffering because of 
my trips as well. | want to thank all the 
wonderful fans and also the great 
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crew | worked with, especially Tony 
Schiavone, Larry Zbyszko, Mike 
Tenay, Gene Okerlund, Bobby 
Heenan, and even Eric Bischoff.” 
And I'd like to personally wish Lee 
all the best with his future endeavors. 
That's all for now. I'll see you at the 
matches! 0 
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HERE IS BEDLAM in Piccadilly such wrestling hotbeds as Asbury 
Circus, just as there is bedlam Park, New Jersey, Atlanta, Georgia, 
every night in Piccadilly Circus. or sometimes even Detroit. Matt 

If you’ve ever been there, you know Brock’s the one who usually gets to 
what | mean. If you haven’t been go to Japan and Europe. Me? | stay 
extra money in the travel budget, and 

if we didn’t use it by the time 1999 

Arena in London, and the more | walk around, the _ isn’t a bad wrestling time, although the woman at the 
more | wonder how | was ever so lucky to land this desk of the bed and breakfast | stayed at had no 
Davey Boy Smith beat Bret Hart for the In- 

tercontinental title. The town celebrated. On the 

London without a major England-born wrestler 

on the card and no Europeans in the main 

the World title. This seemed like a bad move on 

the WWF's part: A major pay-per-view event in 

night, | saw a few people wearing Austin 3:16 T- 

shirts, a few more wearing T-shirts from the 

They ignored me as if | wasn’t there. They 

craned their long, lovely necks to try to see 

the same all over the world. Doesn’t matter 

whether they're in England or the United States. 


there, just imagine Times Square on home and put in as much time at the 

New Year's Eve, only it happens office as possible. 

every night of the year in Piccadilly : Not this time, though, and all be- 

Circus. And if you’ve never been to : 1). cause Stu Saks realized there was 

Times Square on New Year’s Eve, 

then the only way to best describe . y 

Piccadilly Circus is with the word "rolled around, it would be lost forever. 

bedlam. — ae “Wanna go to London?” Stu asked. 

it is hours after the WWF's Capital | sAi0 Dave Lenker “Would ave to,” | replied. 

Carnage pay-per-view at Docklands As European cities go, London 

plum assignment. Usually this column takes me to idea that a big WWF event was taking place in the 
city. WCW has never held a pay-per-view in 
England, and the WWF has held two previous. 
The first was a big one, SummerSlam ’92, when 
second show in 1997, One Night Only, Smith 
lost the European title to Shawn Michaels. There 
was no celebration that night. 

This time, however, the WWF went into 
event: Steve Austin vs. Mankind, Kane, and The 
Undertaker in a four-way match. The European 
title wasn’t on the line because X-Pac, the 
European champion, wrestled Rocky Maivia for 
Europe should have had a European title bout. 
And X-Pac lost to Maivia, so there was no cele- 
brating for the Europeans. 

Walking around Piccadilly Circus after mid- 
pay-per-view, and a bevy of blonde English girls 
waiting outside Planet Hollywood because they 
had heard a rumor that Val Venis was inside. 

“Have you seen him?” | asked the girls. 
inside. After several moments, one of them 

| answered. 
| “He’s in there—I just know it,” she squealed. | 
realized right then and there that groupies are 
i : About an hour later, | saw Hunter Hearst 
“Stone-Cold” stunn and 7 at the =F) Helmsley coming out of an upscale restau- 
Carnage pay-per-view winter 9, Egan. S550) rant. | walked up to him and asked what he 
wresvinayia pier qual Sgnte! s (Continued on page 72) 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


locker room at the FleetCenter 

in Boston the other day, waiting 
for Steve Austin to emerge from the 
shower after he won his four-way 
match against The Undertaker, 
Kane, and Rocky Maivia, when | got 
to small-talking with a few other 
reporters. The conversation came 
around to INSIDE WRESTLING’s com- 
puter tournament, which was about 
to gear up, when Austin walked by 
and overheard us talking. 

“Computer tournament, huh?” 
Austin said. 

“Yeah,” | said. “We do it every 
year. We take all the top wrestlers, 
then we feed them into a computer 
with their information, and the com- 
puter tells us what would happen.” 

“Let me guess,” Austin said. “Me 
vs. Goldberg in the finals. You guys 
have been harping for that match all 
year.” 

“Well, | don’t know,” | explained. 
“Maybe Goldberg, but definitely not 
you.” 

Austin paused. He looked at me 
hard. It was that “Stone-Cold” look, 
and | didn’t like it. | gripped my pen 
hard. 

“You're not eligible.” 

He look at me hard again. | 
gripped my pen harder, but it almost 
slipped out of my sweaty palms. 

“Who's running this damn thing, 
McMahon?” he growled. 


J UST STANDING AROUND the 
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Now | could see that for once, he 
was only kidding. | realized that a 
man like Steve Austin, who has his 
hands full with Vince McMahon, his 
stooges, Rocky Maivia, The Under- 
taker, Paul Bearer, and a lot of 
other people, has no time to worry 
about fantasy computer tourna- 
ments. Still, | felt | owed him an 
explanation. 

“Let's face it, Steve, last year at 
this time, you weren't even champi- 
on yet, you hadn’t even won the 
Royal Rumble,” | said. “You went 
out in the first round, and according 
to our rules, first-round losers are 
ineligible for the following year’s 
tournament.” 

Now Austin was almost smiling a 
little. He pulled on his jeans and 
grabbed a T-shirt. The other re- 
porters formed a circle around 
Austin. 

“Sounds to me like McMahon got 
a hold of your little com- 
puter and infected it with 
some kind of stooge 
virus,” he cracked. “If | 
were you guys, l’d 
change the damn rules.” 

| had to admit—Aus- 
tin didn’t have a bad 
idea. Usually, last year's 
computer tournament 
first-round losers are this 
year’s has-beens. Not in 
this case. Not by a long- 
shot. Last year’s first- 
round losers included 
Austin and WWF World 
champion Rocky Maivia, 
which meant there was 
no way we could have a 
computer tournament 
final between the WWF 
World champion and the 
WCW World champion, 
no way we could have 
an Austin vs. Maivia 
grudge match, and no 
way we could have that 
Goldberg vs. Austin 
dream match. 

Of course, what 
Austin really wants is a 
real match between 
himself and WWF 


head Vince McMahon. 

“There isn’t a computer in the 
world that could conceive of the 
damage I'd do to him,” Austin said. 
“If that yellow rat ever had the 
courage to put his [butt] on the line, 
I'd hand it right back to him on a sil- 
ver platter. One of these days, it 
ain't gonna matter, because I’m 
gonna grab him by the neck and rip 
him apart. He has a choice. He can 
either fight me voluntarily or do it the 
hard way. Il’d suggest he moves to 
another country.” 

Austin’s 1998 quickly went from 
glory—winning the WWF World 
title—to ordeal—trying to fight off 
McMahon and his stooges—to hor- 
ror—losing the belt, thanks to 
McMahon's cheating. He has been 
the target of McMahon’s conspiracy 
for the past year, and now it looks 
like he'll never regain the WWF title. 

(Continued on page 74) 


Forget about the Insipe Wresttinc Computer 
Tournament—Steve Austin has a very real chal- 
lenger to worry aboul in The Undertaker. Austin 
wasn't eligible for this year's tournament anyway. 
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the. 


by Brandi 


(The opinions expressed in this 
column are those of Brandi Man- 
kiewicz alone and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of anyone else 
on the staff of this magazine.) 


that “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin is 
actually good for the rulebreak- 
ing set in professional wrestling. 

Now at first glimpse, many of 
you will find that statement strange 
given that it is emanating from my 
full, pouting lips, but | stand behind 
it. The “Rattlesnake” is the best 
thing ever to happen to the evil 
element in this sport of kings. 
Allow me to bestow upon you the 
top reasons why “Stone-Cold” is a 
boon to badness. 

“Stone-Cold” Steve Austin is 
good for rulebreaking because 
he brought out the rea/ Vince 
McMahon. For years, | was con- 
vinced that Vinnie Mac was nothing 
more than a biased ring announcer 
who was only interested in hyping 
the good and disparaging the bad. | 
listened to his raspy voice singing 
the praises of one WWF hero after 
another until | was nauseous. Little 
did | know that his standards were 
relatively high. For when “Stone- 
Cold” broke onto the scene, the 
WWF head was less than thrilled. 
When Austin won the WWF title, 
the true Vincent K. McMahon Jr. 
emerged. 

Now he has finally crossed the 
line into active competition. He 
entered the Royal Rumble bound 
and determined to do what many 
have failed to do thus far: take Austin 
out and forever rid the WWF of his 
sickening presence. 

Steve Austin brought The Un- 


HAVE FINALLY come to realize 
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Mankiewicz 


dertaker back to the dark side. 
For years, "Taker was nothing more 
than a dead man walking contradic- 
tion. He wore black. He spoke of 
death. He embraced evil. And yet 
he developed a strange and dys- 
functional relationship with his crea- 
tures of the night. As Austin contin- 


ued to ascend to the top of the 
WWF, Undertaker sank deeper into 
degradation. His feud with Kane 
was a constant distraction on his 
way back to the WWF title. Frus- 
trated, he lashed out at Austin, cour- 
tesy of a shovel to “Stone-Cold’s” 
bald pate. The Undertaker is 
redefining the typical attack on a fan 
fave. He has graduated from physi- 
cal attacks to incorporating the mor- 
tuary sciences into his arsenal. 
Impressive. 

Steve Austin made a man out 
of Shawn Michaels. Finally, a rule- 
breaking stint from HBK that | can 
appreciate. | realize that Michaels 
has yet to confront Austin (at least 

(Continued on page 76) 


C’mon now, Vince, admit it. “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin unleashed a side of you that 
had been suppressed for a long time. At least he’s done some good for the WWF. 
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Assignment 


ACK IN 1984, there were 
Rice major promotions that 

INSIDE WRESTLING and its sister 
publications gave world title status: 
the WWF, NWA, and the AWA. We 
all know that 1984 was the year in 
which Vince McMahon Jr. began his 
aggressive push into the national 
spotlight. He crossed territorial bor- 
ders and made the WWF a national 
promotion. Much of his success 
came at the expense of his rivals. 
He dug into his deep pockets to sign 
wrestlers from the other Big Two. 
Some damage was done in the 
NWA, but it could not compare to 
what he did to the AWA. Vince 
plucked wrestlers and other person- 
nel out of the Minnesota-based pro- 
motion left and right. In a short time, 
AWA stalwarts such as Hulk Hogan, 
Rick Martel, David Shultz, Ken 
Patera, Mad Dog Vachon, Bobby 
Heenan, Gene Okerlund, and Jim 
Brunzell bolted to the WWF. The 
AWA never fully recovered and 
limped along until 1990, when it 
finally folded. 

Nearly 15 years later, we are 
experiencing a similar phenomenon, 
The players are different, but the 
story may tragically have the same 
ending. In the past few years, ECW 
has lost many of its most prominent 
wrestlers to WCW—names like 
Raven, Perry Saturn, The Sand- 
man, Bam Bam Bigelow, and Mikey 
Whipwreck. Even Chris Benoit, 
Eddy Guerrero, and Dean Malenko 
used to be fixtures there. Normally, 
that type of thing goes on over the 
course of a year, but the breakneck 
pace at which wrestlers are leaving 
the Philadelphia-based federation is 
frighteningly similar to what hap- 
pened a decade-and-a-half ago. 

Is ECW about to become the 
AWA of the 1990s? It could. Look at 
the state of the AWA at the time of 


16 


By Liz Hunter 


McMahon's raid. It was a large pro- 
motion with an impressive roster of 
major stars capable of generating a 
great deal of money for promoters. 
The thought of the AWA closing its 
doors was unthinkable. With all due 
respect to ECW, the AWA had big- 
ger stars at the time it “did battle” 
with the WWF. 

But ECW is facing competition 
that is more formidable than the 


competition facing the AWA in 1984. 
Back then, the AWA faced an 
aggressive promoter taking a calcu- 
lated risk. ECW is up against the 
mighty Time Warner money ma- 
chine. If you work in an industry in 
which injuries (some of them career- 
ending) happen all the time, you 
certainly need to look for financial 
stability for yourself and your family. 

(Continued on page 77) 


Raven (shown battling “Diamond” Dallas Page) has made a big impact on WCW 


since making the jump from ECW. He has been a good investment for WCW. WCW’s 
motivations for signing certain other ECW stars isn’t so clear. 
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CAPSULE PR@FILE 


SCOTT HALL | 


IS TUMULTUOUS relation- 
M, ship with Kevin Nash and 

the NWO might ultimately 
define his career, but Scott Hall 
has been an accomplished tag 
team and singles wrestler for well 
over a decade now ... 
Got his start in 1984 
and wrestled in Florida 
with Dan Spivey ... 
Was trained by Harley 
Race, Pat O’Connor, 
Rick Martel, and Curt 
Hennig ... Captured 
the AWA World tag 
team title with Hennig 
on January 18, 1986 
(“Curt was a depend- 
able partner then”) ... 
Moved to the CWA and 
NWA in 1989, but had 
very little success ... 
Took several months 
off before returning to 
WCW under the tute- 
lage of “Diamond” 
Dallas Page, who gave 
Hall an image make- 
over ... Called himself 
The Diamond Studd — 
and introduced the — | 
Diamond death drop & 
(Outsider’s edge) in § 
1991 ... Jumped to the } 
WWF in mid-’92, call- 
ing himself “Bad Guy” 
Razor Ramon, and 
feuded with Randy 
Savage (“l’ve always been the 
real ‘Macho Man’”) ... Later feud- 
ed with Bret Hart, Big Bossman, 
and Curt Hennig, among others 
... Finally turned full-fledged fan 
favorite when he got into a feud 
with Ted DiBiase and Irwin R. 
Schyster (Michael Wall Street) ... 
Won the vacant Intercontinental 
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title on September 23, 1993, 
when he pinned Rick Martel after 
both men survived a 20-man bat- 
tle royal ... Had a sizzling feud 
with Shawn Michaels that culmi- 
nated in a historic ladder match 
at WrestleMania X (“The greatest 
match of my life”) ... Lost the I-C 
belt to Diesel (Nash) less than a 


“Lone Wolf” Scott Hall drops Booker T with a clothesline. After 
years of fighting with just about everybody in WCW, Hall says he 
will travel alone from now on. 


month later, but regained it at 
SummerSlam '94 ... Won his 
third I-C title from Jeff Jarrett on 
May 19, 1995, but lost it back to 
“Double-J” just three days later 
(“Everybody wanted to get the 
gold from me”) ... Won his fourth 
I-C belt from Dean (Shane) 
Douglas on October 22, 1995 ... 


A few months after dropping the 
1-C belt to Goldust, Hall took 
some time off, then showed up 
unexpectedly on the May 27, 
1996, Nitro to declare war on 
WCW (“Guess | shook up the 
world”) ... Was joined by Nash, 
and they called themselves The 
Outsiders ... Later joined by 
Hollywood Hogan, who 
renamed their move- 
ment the New World 
Order Hall and 
Nash defeated Harlem 
Heat for the WCW tag 
team title on October 
27, 1996 ... Won the 
title again by beating 
the Steiners at Super- 
Brawl VIII (“We had 
people running scared 
from us”) ... Hall took 
some time off to ad- 
dress personal prob- 
lems, but returned at 
the Slamboree pay- 
per-view, where he 
inexplicably attacked 
Nash, costing them the 
tag belts ... Claimed 
Nash wasn’t around to 
help him through his 
problems (“Big Kev let 
me down big time’) ... 
Started showing up 
drunk at WCW func- 
tions and attacked 
Nash on numerous 
occasions ... Feuded 
briefly with Nash, but 
the two have since 
made an uneasy peace ... Has 
been battling Scott Steiner and 
the rest of the NWO black and 
white since punching out WCW 
President Eric Bischoff ... Has 
declared himself a “lone wolf” 
(“Scott Hall doesn’t need the 
NWO—or anybody else—any- 
more”). CO 
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Where Are They NOW 
MR. WRESTLING II 


The black and white mask. 
The resounding thud of a brutal 
_ kneelift to an opponent's face. 
| Thousands of people yelling, 
- “Two! Two! Two!” every time he 
| wrestled. Those are what most 
Jong-time fans remember best 
about Mr. Wrestling II. 
| “Vd be a liar if | told you | didn’t 
| love the adoration of the fans,” II 
said as he relaxed between 
holes at Honolulu’s EWA Beach 
Club. “Whenever | was down and 
out, they motivated me to come 
back and win. It was because of 
them that | had such a success- 
ful career,” 
His biggest successes came 
during the late-’70s and ’80s, 
when he was one of the main 
attractions of both Georgia 
Championship Wrestling and 


World Championship Wrestling. 
His feuds with Prof. Toru Ta- 
naka, Ric Flair, Bobby Shane, 
Harley Race, and Masked Su- 
perstar helped keep a lot of 
Southern promoters’ wallets 
stuffed. 

After retiring from active com- 
petition in 1988, Il moved back to 
Honolulu. “] was born here, but 
I’m not Hawaiian,” he said. 
“When | lived in Atlanta, my wife 
and kids and | always came back 
here for vacations. | love the 
fresh air and being close to the 
ocean.” 

When he’s not in his beautiful 
home, Il can usually be found 
boating, swimming, or scuba 
diving. “Those are my pas- 
sions,” he continued. “| also do 
some surfing, too—channel- 


“It's only a few hundred feet to my 
next hole-in-one!” Mr. Wrestling Il 
points out as he enjoys a round of 
golf near his home in Honolulu, 


surfing from my couch. | love 
watching TV, and | do watch my 
share of wrestling. I’m very 
impressed with some of the 
young talent | see, especially 
that Juventud Guerrera fellow 
and Billy Kidman. Hell, some- 
times | wish | was back there 
mixin’ it up with ‘em!” 


‘Rick Mahr’s World 
A Scene from the Year a Nine De bape 
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NEWS FROM THE | 


ASBURY PARK, NJ 
BY KYLE GRAHAM 
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DALLAS PAGE 
THE GIANT 


“Diamond” Dallas Page was victorious in his 
match against The Giant, but the real winners of 
this charity event were the New Jersey literacy 
programs that received the proceeds from the 
event. Page was especially fired up for this bout 
because it was held in front of his hometown 
crowd. The Giant didn’t have a chance to gain 
an advantage, as Page controlled the match 
from the start. DDP was so excited that he even 
incorporated several top-rope maneuvers into 
his usual ground-based offense. One top-rope 
leap almost ended in disaster when The Giant 
caught DDP in a choke-slam position, but Page 
somehow turned it into a Diamond cutter to get 
the pinfall win. 

OTHER BOUTS: Hell Raiser pinned J.L. 
Superstar ... Wrath defeated Lodi ... Alex 
Wright beat Glacier ... WCW cruiserweight champ 
Billy Kidman defeated Disco Inferno ... Konnan 
& Perry Saturn defeated Raven & Kanyon. 
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PHILADELPHIA, PA 
BY JOHN RECKLA 


LANCE STORM 
JERRY LYNN 


Lynn started strongly in this match by surpris- 
ing Storm with a top-rope splash that knocked 
Storm out of the ring. Lynn continued his attack 
by punishing Storm both in and out of the ring 
and getting several near-falls. Storm retaliated, 
though, and never relinquished the advantage as 
he and Lynn went after each other in the ring and 
through the crowd. After getting several near-falls 
himself, Storm knocked out Lynn with Dawn 
Marie’s loaded purse and pinned him. 

OTHER BOUTS: Spike Dudley beat Mr. 
Hughes ... The Blue Meanie, Chris Chetti, & Super 
Nova beat Danny Doring, Amish Roadkill, & Skull 
Von Crush ... ECW TV champ Rob Van Dam beat 
Rod Price ... Little Guido defeated Mike Lozansky 
... Lance Storm beat Mikey Whipwreck ... New 
Jack wrestled John Kronus to a no-contest ... Justin 
Credible, Buh Buh Ray Dudley, & D-Von Dudley beat 
Masato Tanaka, Mahoney, & Tommy Dreamer ... 
Sabu & Rob Van Dam beat Shane Douglas & Taz. 


CINCINNATI, OH 
BY LAURA KEISER 


ROCKY MAIVIA 
VS. 
KANE 


Big Bossman served as special guest referee 
for this cage match, and he went out of his way to 
help the WWF World champion keep his title. Every 
time Kane had Rocky pinned, Bossman was slow 
getting into position to make a count. He even 
looked away as Rocky belted Kane with Bossman’s 
nightstick. Late in the match, Rocky hit Kane with 
his corporate elbow, but Kane got right back up. As 
Kane went to choke-slam Bossman, Rocky nailed 
Kane with the Rock Bottom and got the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: Golga & Kurrgan beat Too 
Much ... Christian Cage & Sable defeated Marc 
Mero & Jacquelyn ... Steven Regal beat 2 Cold 
Scorpio ... Val Venis pinned Goldust ... Gangrel 
& Edge beat The Disciples of Apocalypse ... WWF 
Intercontinental champ Ken Shamrock pinned 
Mankind in o no-DQ, falls-count-anywhere match 
... Jeff Jarrett pinned Al Snow ... Steve Black- 
man beat The Blue Blazer ... The New Age 
Outlaws beat D-Lo Brown & Mark Henry. 
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JOHNSON CITY, TN 
BY FRANK MILLER 
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BILLY KI DMAN 
DISCO INFERNO 


STEELTON, PA 
BY JEFF AMDUR 


STEVE LOMBARDI 
JULIO SANCHEZ 


WCW cruiserweight champ Billy Kidman’s 
popularity keeps rising, and his high-energy 
matches are a big part of the reason. Disco 
gained an early advantage over Kidman, but it 
didn’t last long. His attempt to piledrive Kidman 
on top of his cruiserweight belt was blocked, 
and Kidman skillfully reversed the move into a 
DDT. From there, Kidman took over the offense 
and didn't let Disco do much for the rest of the 
bout. In the end, he hit Disco with a guillotine 
legdrop, then finished him off with a beautiful 
shooting star press. 

OTHER BOUTS: Scotty Riggs defeated Alex 
Wright ... Dean Malenko & Chris Benoit defeated 
Mike Enos & Barry Darsow after Arn Anderson 
interfered ... Bobby Duncum Jr. defeated WCW 
TV champion Chris Jericho in a non-title match ... 
Lex Luger beat Stevie Ray by submission ... 
WCW U.S. champion “Diamond” Dallas Page 
defeated Brian Adams. 
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Lombardi taunted Sanchez even before the bout 
started and continued to do it after the opening bell. 
Interference from Lombardi’s manager, Harvey 
Wippleman, backfired several times early in the 
match, but Lombardi eventually gained the upper 
hand. Once he did, he let Harvey get some shots in 
on Sanchez. Sanchez tried fo rally with a sunset flip, 
but the referee was distracted and couldn’t make the 
count. Later, as Sanchez tried a back suplex, Harvey 
tripped him, sending Lombardi to the mat on top of 
Sanchez. “The Brooklyn Brawler” got the pin while 
Wippleman held Sanchez’ leg. 

OTHER BOUTS: Mike Quackenbush pinned 
Tommy Idol ... Doink the Clown defeated Rob 
Noxious ... Paul Mitchell & The Cremator wres- 
tled Troy Mest & Maxx Crimson fo a no-contest 
... Dona Hinkle won a battle royal ... Don Rott 
defeated Dana Hinkle to win the Steelton City title 
and trophy ... IPW champion Tom Brandi beat 
King Kong Bundy by disqualification. 


LONDON, ENGLAND 
BY PAUL LLOYD 


HUNTER HEARST 
HELMSLEY 
VS. 
JEFF JARRETT 


a. 
J 


“Triple-H” looked a little rusty as he battled 
Jarrett at the Capital Carnage pay-per-view at 
Docklands Arena, but he was still able to control 
most of the match. Debra McMichael tried to 
interfere on Jarrett’s behalf several times, but she 
was stopped immediately by Chyna. Helmsley 
eventually decided to ignore what was going on 
at ringside. He finally put away Jarrett with a 
pedigree. 

OTHER BOUTS: Gangrel defeated Al Snow 
... The Headbangers defeated Darren Drozdov & 
Animal ... Val Venis beat Goldust ... Tiger Ali 
Singh defeated Edge ... Christian Cage & Sable 
beat Marc Mero & Jacquelyn ... WWF Inter- 
continental champ Ken Shamrock defeated Steve 
Blackman ... WWF World tag team champs The 
New Age Outlaws beat D-Lo Brown & Mark Henry 
... WWE World champion Rocky Maivia defeated 
X-Pac ... Steve Austin defeated Mankind, Kane, 
and The Undertaker in a four-way match. 
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a 
Matt Brock's 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 


: 
FS 
r=) 
& 
2 
ie 
5 
5 
FS 
@ 
4 
= 
5 
2 
2 
a 


24 


lain 


Speaking 


anging around with 

[4 tctnooa types isn’t 
usually my kind of thing, 

but when an old friend in the 
entertainment business offered 
me a ticket to The Tonight 
p= Show on Thanksgiv- 
= ing, | realized it would 
be journalistically irre- 
sponsible to turn him 
down. These tickets 
come cheap—they’re 
free—but they don't 
come easily, because 
every tourist in Cali- 
fornia wants one, and con- 
sidering Hulk—no Holly- 
wood for me, bucko—Hogan was 
supposed to make his retirement 
announcement, | hastily accepted 
and hopped the next flight west out 
of JFK. Turned out to be a good 
move, because Hogan did as ex- 
pected and announced his retire- 
ment after banging heads for 20 
years in this racket. Watching Leno 
interview Hogan was awfully frus- 
trating from a journalistic point-of- 
view because it was clear Hogan 
didn’t say one sincere word, includ- 
ing “I retire,” but Leno kept playing 
along. Somehow, when Hogan 
says, “Thank you,” as he did to the 
fans, it feels like he’s patting you on 


BURBANK, CA 


HOGAN AND LENO 


the back with one hand and sticking 
his hand in your pocket with the 
other. Hogan says he’s going to run 
for President of the United States, 
and he’s got about as much of a 
chance as Bill Clinton being elected 
president of the National Organi- 
zation for Women. | say that be- 
cause for all the people in the audi- 
ence that | saw applauding Hogan’s 
every word, | saw just as many 
shaking their heads and trying to 
keep from laughing. Jesse Ventura 
won in Minnesota because he knew 
how to relate to people. He sounded 
honest. Hogan sounds like a carnival 
barker. Then he made another big 
mistake by badmouthing Ventura, 
who happens to be very popular 
right now. During one of the com- 
mercial breaks, a woman sitting next 
to me nudged me in the stomach 
and asked, “Do you think he’s seri- 
ous?” “Lady,” | said, “Hulk Hogan is 
never serious.” Just remember that 
you heard it from me: Hogan has not 
wrestled his last match. 


atching Bill Apter present 
Little Louie with the Sky 
Low Low Memorial Award 


for Lifetime Achievement reminded 
me of an era when midget matches 
were not only on every card, but 
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RIC FLAIR 


were pretty popular. Nowadays, call 
a midget a midget and some bleed- 
ing heart will tap you on the shoulder 
and scold you for not referring to the 
guy as vertically challenged. Sky 
Low Low was undoubtedly 
the greatest midget wrestler 
of our time, and Little Louie, 
the ECWA midget champion, 
was rightfully touched to be 
mentioned in the same 
breath with the man he 
called his mentor. The prob- 
lem with midget matches is 
that they’ve always had a 
carnival sideshow atmos- 
phere about them. I’ve 
known a few wrestlers in my 
time who refused to appear on cards 
in which midgets were involved. 
They felt it cheapened the sport. 
Kind of like when Bill Veeck signed a 
midget to bat for the Chicago White 
Sox. But Sky Low Low was a very 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


talented wrestler who didn't cheapen 
anything. He had great moves and 
great speed, and although I’m sure 
he would have been flattened by the 
heavyweights, he had a rightful 
place in the sport. Unfortunately, Sky 
Low Low was laughed at more than 
he was applauded (at least by those 
fans who stuck around to watch the 
midget matches; most people took a 
bathroom break or headed for the 
refreshment stands). Sometimes 
you have to look past a man’s size. 


nother thing | won't believe 
At: next time | hear it is Ric 

Flair announcing his retire- 
ment. Flair, like Hogan, probably 
means it every time he says he’s 
stepping down, but the pull of the 
squared circle is so strong that he 
can't stay away. Kind of like an alco- 
holic with his bottle of Jack Daniel's 
or a nicotine freak who can’t keep 


away from the Marlboros. Used to 
Know a man who was addicted to 
those shuffleboard games 
they have in bars. People 
who knew him thought he 
had some kind of alcohol 
problem because he'd go to 
the bars every night, but 
anyone who saw him at the 
bars knew he’d have one 
drink and play shuffleboard 
the rest of the night. Can’t 
explain it—that’s just the 
way it is. What this has to do with 
Flair is hard to say, but | do know 
this: He should have stayed away 
from the sport this time. The 
Horsemen are too much of a 
headache, Bischoff’s a royal pain in 
the posterior, and the odds of him 
winning the WCW World title again 
are slim. Maybe the “Nature Boy” 
should run for political office. 
President, perhaps. 


etting closer to calling it quits. 
G = going over some recent 
issues of Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated Weekly, catching up on what 
was going on in the rest of the 
wrestling world, when | came upon 
this item: “Love Machine ... dressed 
up as Santa during a recent Nu- 
Wave Wrestling card and hit Miss 
Chrissy with a bag of toys, allowing 
Lady Dimentia to pin her. 
Bah, humbug!” Bah, hum- 
bug, indeed. Don’t know 
what would possess a grown 
wrestler to dress up like 
Santa Claus and use a bag 
of toys as a foreign object, 
and to tell you the truth, | 
don’t want to know. Nor do | 
have any desire to ever see 
Miss Chrissy wrestle Lady 
Dimentia. Not my cup of tea 
(not that it should be anyone's cup of 
tea). Maybe you've noticed, maybe 
you haven't, but a lot of the indepen- 
dent federations are getting further 
and further away from the main- 
stream. There was a time when | 
thought that was good, but now I'm 
not so sure, not after seeing this 
item. Wonder if | could live on Social 
Security for the next 20 years? 
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THE INSIDE WRESTLING 


BERES) PLENTY OF 

food for, thought in wres- 
tling these days. With the 
WWF vs. WCW war hotter than 
ever, wrestling fans can’t help 
but wonder what might happen 
if the best from the WWF bat- 
tled the best from WCW ina 


ROB VAN DAM 
KEN SHAMROCK 


KONNAN 
CHRIS JERICHO 


VAL VENIS 


THE UNDERTAKER 


KEVIN NASH 
RECKLESS YOUTH 
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dream pay-per-view. And don’t 
forget the rising superstars 
from ECW and the top inde- 
pendent stars. 

Unfortunately, a joint WWEF/ 
WCW/ECW/independent 
supercard isn’t in the works. 
Maybe it will never 
happen. But do 
not despair. You 
have the INSIDE 
WRESTLING Com- 
puter Tournament ’99. 

Our computer tournament 
presents wrestling in its purest 
form. There are no disqualifica- 
tions and no outside interfer- 
ence. As far as our computer is 
concerned, NWO Hollywood, 
the Wolfpac, The Triple Threat, 


Team Corporate, and DeGen- 
eration X do not exist, and 
there is a clear-cut winner in 
each bout. Just man against 
man, talent against talent. It’s a 
world in which the most notori- 
ous rulebreaker might have a 
little trouble surviving. 

With computer technology 
constantly evolving and getting 
faster every year, the computer 
we used for this year’s tourna- 
ment was bigger and faster 
than ever, too. It was based on 
a 450 MHz Pentium Ii proces- 
sor. We added 128 megabytes 
of Sync DRAM, packed in a 
lightning-fast hard drive with 
102 gigabytes of storage. and 
used the newest Windows 98 
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operating system software. 
Then we handed over this 
brand-new, state-of-the-art toy 
to our resident computer expert 
and said, “Go at it, fella. Create 
the greatest wrestling simula- 
tion program ever.” 

Which is exactly what he 
did. After all, that’s why he 
gets paid the big bucks. The 
program took into considera- 
tion every conceivable factor, 
including records, quality of 
opposition, stamina, offense, 
defense, aerial skills, scientific 


skills, and ability to adjust to- 


opponents. A wrestler’s perfor- 
mance and injuries suffered 
early in the tournament would 
affect him later in the tourna- 
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ment. Injuries were cumula- 
tive. So was stamina. 

Finally, it was time to play. 

For the INSIDE WRESTLING 
Computer Tournament ’99, we 
chose 16 of the finest wres- 
tlers in the world: Bill Gold- 
berg, Big Bossman, Bret Hart, 
Mankind, Shane Douglas, Taz, 
“Diamond” Dallas Page, Kane, 
Rob Van Dam, Ken Shamrock, 
Konnan, Chris Jericho, Val 
Venis, The Undertaker, Reck- 
less Youth, and Kevin Nash. 

All of last year’s first-round 
losers were ruled ineligible this 
year. That meant no Rocky 
Maivia, Steve Austin, Curt 
Hennig, Jeff Jarrett, Dean Ma- 
lenko, Kensuke Sasaki, Lex 


Luger, and Eddy Guerrero. The 
previous year’s winner, Bret 
“Hitman” Hart, received an 
automatic bid. 

We programmed the comput- 
er to randomly select a bracket 
for a single-elimination tourna- 
ment with a best-of-seven- 
match series; the matches 
were held at the rate of one per 
day in each round. Each match 
was fought to a submission or 
pinfall. 

It was a great tournament, 
full of dream matches and un- 
expected outcomes. 

If only reality were this good! 
Now, let’s get ready to rumble- 
with the INSIDE WRESTLING Com- 
puter Tournament ’99! 


BILL GOLDBERG 
BIG BOSSMAN 


BRET HART 
MANKIND 


SHANE DOUGLAS 
TAZ 


DALLAS PAGE 
KANE 
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ROB VAN DAM vs. 


KEN SHAMROCK 


ob Van Dam and Ken Sham- 
i rock are not the same wres- 
tler, but they’re more similar 
than you might think. People might 
say both are crazy. Van Dam is one 
of the most reckless wrestlers in 
ECW. The ECW TV champ dives 
onto tables, executes high-flying 
moves, and goes head-to-head with 
some of the most dangerous men in 
the sport. Yet he rarely gets hurt. 
Shamrock, the former UFC star, 
can't control himself sometimes. 
Take his match at WrestleMania XIV 
against Rocky Maivia, when Sham- 
rock forced the Intercontinental 
champ to submit to an anklelock, but 
refused to release the hold. Since 
then, Shamrock has calmed down a 
bit and became one of Vince Mc- 
Mahon’'s flunkies, but he remains 
one of the most dangerous wrestlers 


Ken Shamrock connects with a kick 
against X-Pac. He didn’t try many kicks 
against Van Dam. Then again, he didn’t 
need to. 
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in the world. 

Shamrock vs. Van Dam wasn't a 
dream first-round matchup, but it 
had wonderful possibilities. Both 
men have tremendous stamina. Van 
Dam has battled to 30-minute time- 
limit draws with Sabu. Shamrock 
can turn it on early—thanks to his 
UFC training—and turn it on late. 

Both men are relatively small for 
heavyweights. Shamrock is 6’, 235 
pounds; Van Dam is 6’, 237 pounds. 
But they make up for their lack of 
size with constant energy and 
motion. There figured to be little 
down time in this series. 

Shamrock went for the win early 
in match one as he tried to wear 
down Van Dam with classic wres- 
tling moves, but Van Dam matched 
him. After five minutes, it was obvi- 
ous the match would last a lot 
longer, and it did. After 20 minutes, 
Van Dam appeared to be the 
stronger wrestler, and Shamrock 
was favoring his oft-injured ankle. 
With 22 minutes gone, and Sham- 
rock hobbling, Van Dam climbed to 
the top rope and attempted a moon- 
sault, but Shamrock moved out of 
the way and sent Van Dam crashing 
to the mat. One anklelock later, 
Shamrock had the lead ... and Van 
Dam had a bad ankle, too. 

But Van Dam, who prides himself 
on never getting seriously hurt, 
moved quickly in the opening min- 
utes of the second match and had 
Shamrock backed into the ropes 
several times. Van Dam concentrat- 
ed his attack on Shamrock’s legs 
and ankles. Shamrock screamed 
out in pain as Van Dam twisted his 
ankle and toppled to the mat when 
he tried to get up. Van Dam spoited 


Rob Van Dam has no trouble throwing a 
wrestler as light as Jerry Lynn around 
the ring. But Shamrock? That wouldn’t 
be so easy. 


a table outside the ring, laid Sham- 
rock on it, and put him through the 
table with a suicide dive. Van Dam 
dragged him back into the ring for 
the pin, and the series was tied. 

That turned out to be the highlight 
of the series for Van Dam, who 
couldn't match Shamrock’s energy 
level in the next three matches. 
Shamrock needed only seven min- 
utes to finish off Van Dam with a 
huracanrana. Van Dam unleashed a 
aerial attack in the fourth match, but 
his recklessness got the best of him. 
Van Dam missed on a dive from the 
top rope and ran into a Shamrock 
clothesline. One more huracanrana 
later, Shamrock had a 3-1 lead. 

Van Dam held on for 20 minutes 
in the fifth match, but Shamrock 
was too determined. Van Dam suc- 
cumbed to an anklelock. Shamrock 
moved on in the tournament. 

Shamrock wins the series, 4-1. 
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CHRIS JERICHO vs. 


KONNAN 


nfortunately, we didn’t need a 
|_ Jester to know how this 

series might turn out. Konnan 
defeated Chris Jericho for the WCW 
TV title on November 30 in real life. 
But that was only one match, and 
these two have yet to battle ina long 
feud or series. 

The 5'10”, 237-pound Konnan is 
comfortable brawling or wrestling, 
depending upon the size of his oppo- 
nent. Matched up against the 5'10”, 
225-pound Jericho, Konnan figured to 
be comfortable using his entire reper- 
toire. Jericho is an outstanding techni- 
cal wrestler with fine balance and the 
ability to string moves together. His 
major shortcoming is that his arro- 
gance allows him to think he can 
brawl with anybody. He can't. 

By the way, the Jerichoholics—if 
there are any out there—were not a 
factor in this series. Our computer 
knew nothing about Jerichoholics. 

On to the series, one of the most 


If Chris Jericho has one major weak- 
ness, it is his tendency to get overconfi- 
dent once he knocks a foe down. 
Overconfidence a/most cost him big 
against Konnan. 
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compelling of the first round. Jericho 
missed on a reverse kick shortly after 
the opening bell, and Konnan seized 
the advantage by concentrating his 
attack on Jericho's legs. A few drop- 
kicks to the knees stunned Jericho 
and had him backing up. Soon, how- 
ever, it became clear that Jericho 
wasn't avoiding Konnan. He was 
studying him. Trying to figure him out. 
Konnan used a facebuster to score 
the pin at 9:37, but it seemed as if 
Jericho was playing possum. 

If that was the case, however, then 
Jericho kept playing possum in the 
second match, because Konnan used 
his tequila sunrise leglock to score a 
victory by submission at 17:21. 
Konnan had avoided disaster three 
minutes into the match when he 
reached the ropes to escape Jericho’s 
lion tamer. Konnan had a 2-0 lead. 

Jericho, however, was indeed fig- 
uring out Konnan, move by move, 
second by second, and when the third 
match dragged into the 20th minute, 
Konnan was clearly in trouble. He 
seemed exhausted, while Jericho was 
full of energy. Jericho’s outstanding 
anaerobic conditioning was paying off, 
as was his wide library of moves. He 
had a counter for everything Konnan 
threw at him. Konnan’s attempted 
belly-to-back suplex was converted 
into a successful belly-to-back by 
Jericho, who then used his lion tamer 
to get the submission. 

The situation worsened for Konnan 
in the fourth match. He couldn't match 
Jericho's aerial attack and fell victim to 
a Frankensteiner at 18:33. Jericho 
then took a 3-2 lead, this time by 
countering Konnan’s rolling mat 
moves, fighting his way out of an 
attempted facebuster, and locking on 


This flying bulldog from Konnan 
seemed to take Chavo Guerrero Jr. by 
surprise. By the time this series ended, 
very little Konnan did surprised Jericho. 


the lion tamer for the submission. 

But Jericho made a key mistake in 
match six. Overconfident from three 
straight victories, he tried to brawl with 
Konnan, who's a better brawler than 
Jericho. Konnan pounded Jericho into 
the mat, scored with a facebuster, and 
dropped an elbow onto Jericho to fin- 
ish him, 

Jericho and Konnan wrestled for 
their tournament lives in the deciding 
match. Konnan attacked early with a 
combination brawling attack that had 
Jericho backed up to the ropes. This 
early success, however, made 
Konnan too confident. He tried to beat 
Jericho at his own game. Konnan 
attempted a lion tamer, but Jericho 
simply reversed it into a lion tamer of 
his own and won the series at 7:45. 

Jericho wins the series, 4-3. 
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THE UNDERTAKER vs. 


VAL VENIS 


n paper, Val Venis vs. Un- 

dertaker appeared to be a 

mismatch. Sure, Venis had 
scored numerous victories over 
Dustin “Goldust’ Runnels, but some 
of those were matches in which 
Venis held a huge psychological 
advantage. After all, he had Gol- 
dust's estranged wife, Terri, at ring- 
side. And, yes, Venis had pinned 
Kane in only 3:26. But Ken Sham- 
rock had interfered in that match. 

In this computer tournament, 
there is no interference. There are 
no managers or girlfriends at ring- 
side. And Venis held no psychologi- 
cal advantage over Undertaker. 

Could Venis, a well-rounded 
wrestler with a big mouth and big- 
ger ego, overpower the invincible 
"Taker? We didn’t think he stood 


The vertical suplex has worked well for 
Undertaker in his matches with Steve 
Austin. Just about every move he used 
against Val Venis worked well. 
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much of a chance. What 
did the computer think? 

Well, the computer 
thought that Undertaker, a 
power wrestler if there ever 
was one, wouldn't waste 
much time kicking Venis 
right in the groin. Venis 
spent most of the first three 
minutes of the first match 
doubled over in pain, while 
Undertaker stalked and 
taunted him from the 
perimeter of the ring. Just 
when it seemed Venis had 
recovered, The Undertaker 
floored him with a flying 
clothesline, then dropped a knee into 
his stomach. 

Venis wasn’t feeling too good 
about himself. 

The Undertaker saw the oppor- 
tunity to go for the kill and grabbed 
it. He lifted Venis and dropped him 
face-first onto the mat, turned him 
over, and covered him for the pin 
at 6:33. 

Things weren't looking good for 
Venis. They looked even worse 
after three minutes of the second 
match, when Undertaker blocked 
his clothesline, grabbed his right 
arm, and twisted it behind his back. 
Venis screamed out in pain and 
desperately reached the ropes. 
Four minutes later, Venis tried to 
kick Undertaker in the groin, but 
‘Taker grabbed the heel of Venis’ 
boot and sent him sprawling back 
into the ropes. Undertaker ap- 
proached with arms outstretched. 
Venis had nowhere to go ... but 
down. Which is where he went after 
Undertaker’s tombstone piledriver. 

Venis never quite got this series 


This kind of sight—Venis hurting an opponent (in 
this case Goldust)—is one we didn’t see often in 
the Venis-Undertaker first-round series. 


turned around. He rarely even had 
an advantage. Undertaker refused 
to be lured into Venis’ transparent 
traps. Early in match three, Under- 
taker scored with another thunder- 
ous flying clothesline. Undertaker 
walked the top rope while Venis laid 
prone. Venis, given time to recover, 
tried to mount an offensive, but his 
attempt at a powerslam played right 
into ‘Taker’s hands. This time, a 
choke-slam by Undertaker finished 
Venis at 5:49. 

Realizing he couldn't finish off 
Undertaker early, Venis tried to 
extend match four. He kept at a dis- 
tance from The Undertaker, but that 
strategy was equally unsuccessful. 
Although the match lasted 15 min- 
utes, Undertaker didn’t have to do 
much, so stamina was not a factor. 
Intimidation, however, was. Venis 
was afraid to get too close to 
Undertaker. Finally, Undertaker fin- 
ished him off with a vertical suplex, 
two flying clotheslines, and an ankle- 
lock. Venis gratefully submitted. 

Undertaker wins the series, 4-0. 
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RECKLESS YOUTH vs. 


KEVIN NASH 


FOUND 


Kevin Nash’s brutal straight-ahead 
style can be too much for Scott Hall to 
handle at times. It certainly was too 
much for Reckless Youth to handle in 
this tournament. 


ere’s the bad news for Kevin 

Nash: The power bomb, his 

favorite finishing maneuver, 
has been banned by WCW (though 
there no longer seems to be any 
penalty for using it). 

Here's the bad news for Reckless 
Youth: The INSIDE WRESTLING Com- 
puter Tournament isn't played by 
WCW rules. Power bombs are legal 
in the INSIDE WRESTLING Computer 
Tournament. 

More bad news for Reckless 
Youth: His opponent in the first 
round of the tournament was Kevin 
Nash. It might have been the biggest 
mismatch in computer tournament 
history. Tale of the tape: Reckless 
Youth is 5'10” and weighs 200 
pounds. Nash is 7’ and weighs 356 
pounds. 

The matchup: Very good high-fly- 
ing independent wrestler (who, by 
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the way, was the top-rated indepen- 
dent wrestler in the 1998 “PW/ 500”) 
vs. former WWF World champion. 

We could've just turned off the 
computer for this one and made it up 
as we went along. Then again, didn’t 
X-Pac once beat Scott Hall? Haven't 
there been plenty of giant killers in 
sports history? 

Yes, there have been. But the 
idea of Reckless Youth beating Nash 
took the concept of an upset too far. 

It’s true that big men such as 
Nash often have trouble against 
smaller, more agile wrestlers. Nash 
is used to facing big men like The 
Giant and Scott Hall. The problem 
was, Reckless moonsaulting Nash 
figured to have all the impact of 
Reckless moonsaulting a brick wall. 
That’s how it turned out. 

Reckless Youth, knowing his only 
chance was to keep Nash moving 
and guessing, came out flying in the 
opening match and scored with a 
couple of high dropkicks. Nash just 
brushed them off. Two minutes into 
the match, Reckless Youth climbed 
to the top rope, but he wasn’t sure 
about what he wanted to do next. A 
half-hearted moonsault met air when 
Nash backed off. 

Five more minutes of this ineffec- 
tive aerial stuff had Nash bored, so 
he decided to finish off his over- 
matched opponent. Reckless at- 
tempted an ill-advised dive from the 
second rope and Nash met Youth’s 
neck with a clothesline. Then Nash 
simply power-bombed Reckless 
Youth and scored the pin at 7:01. 

Nash has pretty good stamina for 
a big man and he showed it in the 
second match. Reckless Youth, who 
can wrestle all night, at first allowed 


Nash to chase him around the ring, 
then backed off and scored with a 
few dropkicks. With seven minutes 
gone, Reckless Youth scored with a 
moonsault, but its effect was negligi- 
ble. Youth kept going, but he couldn't 
wear down Nash. With 11 minutes 
gone, Nash said to himself, “Enough 
of this.” He grabbed Reckless Youth, 
violently choke-slammed him to the 
mat, and scored the pin. 

By the third match, Reckless 
Youth realized his situation was 
hopeless. Nash's weight, height, and 
power advantage were too imposing. 
Nash bounced Reckless Youth off 
the ropes and scored with a clothes- 
line on the rebound, then used a fly- 
ing clothesline to finish him off at 
6:01. In the fourth match, Nash 
pounded Reckless from the opening 
bell in an attempt to finish him off 
early. Reckless Youth didn’t execute 
a single offensive move and fell prey 
to a power bomb at 3:33. 

Nash wins the series, 4-0. 


Reckless had no choice but to go to the 
air against Nash. He put forth a valiant 
effort, but he couldn’t overcome a huge 
size disadvantage. 
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BILL GOLDBERG vs. 


BG BS 


If Goldberg can jackhammer The Giant, 
imagine what he could do to Bossman. 
Would Goldberg get a chance to use his 
finisher on him? Would he even need to? 


ossman revived his career by 
Reining to the WWF and 

winning the Hardcore title, but 
he has fallen a long way since the 
late-1980s, when he was a top con- 
tender to the WWF World title. 
Sure, he has tons of size, but little 
of it is muscle. Bill Goldberg, the 
PWI Rookie of the Year and first 
runner-up for Wrestler of the Year, 
packs a ton of muscle onto his 270- 
pound frame ... and he has a fierce 
killer instinct. 

This wasn’t the most intriguing 
first-round matchup. The only type 
of wrestler that figured to give 
Goldberg any kind of test was one 
who could take him past the 20th 
minute. His stamina has never 
been tested. But Bossman isn’t in 
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great anaerobic shape. He does his 
best wrestling in the first five min- 
utes. That's exactly when Goldberg 
is usually getting ready to put his 
helpless opponents to bed. 

Still, what Bossman lacks in sta- 
mina, he makes up for in determi- 
nation, power, and ego. He certain- 
ly wouldn't go into a series against 
Goldberg believing he had no 
chance of winning. More likely, he’d 
consider himself the favorite. 

Well, let Bossman bet on him- 
self, because he wouldn't get our 
money. Especially after this wres- 
tling clinic put on by the intense 
Goldberg. 

Bossman tried to tackle Gold- 
berg in the opening minute of the 
first match, but Goldberg didn't 
budge. Then, while Bossman tried 
to figure out what to do next, Gold- 
berg charged at him from halfway 
across the ring and sent him 
sprawling. Right then, Bossman 
knew he was in trouble. 

The series lasted a total of 21 
minutes 43 seconds ... all matches 
combined. Goldberg needed less 
than five minutes to win the first 
match. Bossman couldn't _ 
even budge him on an 
attempted slam, and Gold- 
berg—just about laugh- | 
ing—whipped Bossman 
into the ropes, clotheslined 
him, then scored with a 
jackhammer. 

The second match last- 
ed less than four minutes. 
Bossman again came 
out strong, but he couldn't | 
hurt Goldberg. Goldberg 
dropped Bossman with a gq 


big man with a spear, Bossman 
actually got up quickly from the 
spear, but Goldberg was waiting for 
him with another jackhammer. In 
retrospect, Bossman should have 
stayed down. 

The third match was the mar- 
athon, a seven-minute affair in 
which Bossman scored his only pin 
attempt of the match, a two-count 
after he turned Goldberg’s missed 
clothesline into a clothesline of his 
own. Goldberg kicked out, regained 
the advantage, tackled Bossman, 
weakened him with a leglock, then 
speared Bossman as he limped 
around the ring. Of course, the 
jackhammer and pin followed. 

Obviously not caring to waste 
more time, Goldberg finished off the 
series in a hurry. He controlled the 
fourth match from the opening bell, 
pummeling Bossman with punches 
and kicks, charging him like a bull 
and tackling him to the mat, then 
spearing him for the finish. It was as 
if Goldberg was saying, “He isn’t 
worth my jackhammer.” Goldberg 
covered him for the easy pin. 

Goldberg wins the series, 4-0. 


Big Bossman might be tough enough to manhan- 
le “Stone-Cold” at times, but we doubt he's 
sidekick, then stunned the strong enough to push Bill Goldberg around. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


BRET HART vs. 


MANKIND 


ret Hart has been involved in a 
B: of recent brawls against the 
likes of Sting and Dallas Page. 
But those were brawls against tech- 
nical wrestlers or were the result of 
hatred between two wrestlers. His 
first-round opponent, however, is 
perhaps the best pure brawler in the 
world, the king of falls-count-any- 
where matches: Mankind. 
Fortunately for Hart, falls didn’t 
count everywhere in the INSIDE 
WRESTLING Computer Tournament 
"99. The only falls that counted 
were those taking place in the ring. 
And our computer wasn’t told that 
some wrestlers use tables and 
chairs as instruments of brawling. 
Mankind, who has never seen a 
foreign object he didn’t like, would 
be restricted to the use of his own 
two hands and feet. 
Not that Bret isn’t a capable 


Mankind has had his way with brawl- 
er/wrestler types like Ken Shamrock, 
but what happens when a technical wiz- 
ard like Bret Hart launches a scientific 
attack? 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


FOUND 


brawler. But he wouldn’t want to 
trade punches and kicks with a mad- 
man like Mankind. If he could turn 
the match into a test of technical 
prowess and stamina, he’d have a 
great chance of winning. Otherwise, 
he'd be in trouble. 

Mankind, who never heard of 
pacing himself, attacked Hart from 
the opening bell of the first match 
and battered him with forearms and 
kicks. Hart tried to hang in, which 
proved to be a mistake. He should 
have made Mankind chase him. 
Bret, however, often lets his pride 
get the best of him, and that was the 
case here. Mankind wanted to 
brawl, so Bret brawled. As the match 
wore into the eighth minute, Man- 
kind scored with a clothesline, then 
locked on his mandible claw. Bret 
submitted. 

Hart suffered from some wear 
and tear in the first match. Mankind 
had smartly concentrated on his oft- 
injured wrists and knees. Mankind 
has proven impervious to pain, so 
Hart didn’t know where to attack. A 
much smarter Hart wrestled the sec- 
ond match. He kept at arm’s length 
from Mankind for the first five min- 
utes, then knocked his confused 
opponent to the mat with a Russian 
legsweep. The two brawled on the 
mat for about a minute before Bret 
got up and put Mankind back down 
with an armdrag takedown. Forced 
to wrestle, Mankind was like a fish 
out of water. 

Bret’s problem was that Mankind 
is by no means stupid and knows 
when a match isn’t going his way. 
Throughout this series, Hart couldn't 
maintain his momentum for long 
stretches, and Mankind always 


Bret has clamped his sharpshooter on 
just about every one of his WCW oppo- 
nents. In our computer tournament, he 
got another chance to put it on Mankind. 


found a way to get in an eyepoke 
here, a twist of the wrist there. Hart 
DDT’d and pinned Mankind to even 
the series in match two, but Mankind 
outbrawled Bret in the third and 
fourth matches to take a command- 
ing 3-1 lead. 

Hart refused to go quietly. The fifth 
and sixth matches were wrestled on 
his terms, and when each stretched 
past 15 minutes, it was obvious 
Mankind couldn't win. But with the 
series tied at three, Mankind refused 
to do anything but brawl in match 
seven. Bret brawled back gallantly, 
but was eventually outsmarted. 
Mankind played possum as Bret tried 
to slip on the sharpshooter in the 13th 
minute. Mankind reversed the sharp- 
shooter, clamped on the mandible 
claw, and got Bret to submit. 

Mankind wins the series, 4-3. 
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ECW champ Shane Douglas uses a chair to fend 
off Rob Van Dam and Sabu. Unfortunately for 
- “The Franchise,” chairs are not available in the 
computer tournament. 


ed that two ECW stars 
squared off in the first round. 
Many of them probably would have 
liked to have seen Shane Douglas 
and Taz take on top stars from the 
WWF and WCW. Over the past few 
years, Douglas and Taz have been 
two of ECW’s best wrestlers. They’d 
likely fare well elsewhere. 
But Douglas prefers to remain in 
’ ECW and defend the heavyweight 
title; besides, injuries kept him from 
making much career progress in 
1998. Taz seems born for ECW. He 
is one of the toughest wrestlers in 
the world. The 5’9”, 248-pound 
suplex master has been a fixture 
there for over half a decade. 
Although Taz and Douglas have 
an ultraviolent history, they recently 
found themselves on the same side 
of the fence as rumors circulated 


= fans might be disappoint- 
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that Taz would replace Bam 
Bam Bigelow in The Triple 
Threat. As most ECW fans 
would agree, it's more exciting 
when they're on opposite sides. 

Injuries figured to be a fac- 
tor in this series. Taz would 
concentrate his attack on 
Douglas’s bad elbow. Shane 
had a variety of Taz injuries to 
pick on. He has had both neck 
and shoulder problems. In all 
likelihood, both would wrestle 
through pain. 

But could Douglas match 
Taz’s arsenal of suplexes? The 
answer to that question would 
tell the tale of this matchup. 

Douglas, at 6’, 240 pounds, 
relies more on power moves 
than Taz. Taz needed to strike 
in quick bursts, while Douglas 
was going to try to wear down Taz. 
That proved impossible in the first 
match. Taz kept moving from the 
opening bell and attacked Douglas 
from all angles. He slid to knock 
Douglas off his feet, then when 
Douglas worked his way back up, 
he locked him in a painful armbar. 
At that point, Taz might have been 
looking around for a table or chair, 
but our computer didn’t supply any. 
So Taz executed a T-bone suplex. 

Douglas was at a severe disad- 
vantage throughout the match and 
finally succumbed to a Taz-mission. 
Shane changed his strategy in the 
second match and went after Taz. 
They exchanged suplexes in the 
opening minute, then settled in for a 
long battle. Taz scored with a 
Samoan drop with 14 minutes gone, 
but Douglas got right back up and 
worked over Taz’s shoulder. Shane 


SHANE DOUGLAS vs. 


FIRST 


scored with a series of suplexes 
and got the pin at 15:11. 

The rest of the series went back 
and forth. Taz won his second 
match with a katahajimi (Taz-mis- 
sion) at 18:32. Douglas worked on 
Taz’s neck and shoulder throughout 
the first 10 minutes of the fourth 
match and got the pin at 11:34. Taz 
went on top, 3-2, with a belly-to-back 
suplex and pin combination at 16:43. 

They key moment came at 14:00 
of the sixth match, when Douglas 
missed with a clothesline from the 
top rope, then ran into a rare 
clothesline by Taz. The two brawled 
for a few minutes before Douglas 
missed with a roundhouse right. Taz 
grabbed Shane's arm and locked 
on the Taz-mission. Douglas tapped 
out at 17:06. 

Taz wins the series, 4-2. 


Douglas may be the ECW champ, but in 
our tourney, Taz figured to have an 
advantage over him because of his vast 
repertoire of suplexes. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


———— 


“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE vs. 


ROUND 


Kane is a methodical, plodding wrestler 
who uses slow, deliberate movements 
to inflict punishment on opponents. 
Here he slowly wrenches the bloody 
head of Jerry Lawler. 


ver the past year, “Diamond” 
(raze Page has proven to be 

one of the most well-rounded 
wrestlers in the world. The former 
U.S. champion has wrestled mat 
technicians such as Bret Hart, big 
brawlers like The Giant, and capable 
hybrids such as Scott Hall. The INsIDE 
WRESTLING Computer Tournament 
‘99, however, didn’t figure to be 
Page's speed. He relies on adrena- 
line rushes and loves wrestling men 
he hates. 

But Kane? A WWF superstar 
whom Page had never met? Well, 
our computer tournament figured to 
be the ultimate test of Page's ability. 

And how about Kane, who over 
the past year has done little more 
than wrestle with and against his 
brother, The Undertaker? True, he 
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did win the WWF World and tag team 
titles, but those wins were tainted, 
and none of his reigns lasted long. 
Kane has lost to Rocky Maivia, but 
won battle royals, beaten The Un- 
dertaker, but lost in four-way match- 
es. For the first time, really, Kane's 
wrestling ability would be tested, too. 

The contrast between these two 
big men couldn't be greater. Page 
likes to come out strong and take 
advantage of his natural adrenaline 
rush. Kane starts slowly and builds 
up steam. Like Undertaker, he often 
doesn’t switch into full gear until 
he’s on the verge of losing. Page 
has learned to end matches as 
quickly as possible. After all, if he 
doesn't, there’s a good chance 
somebody from NWO Hollywood 
will interfere. 

But there’s no NWO Hollywood in 
the INSIDE WRESTLING Computer 
Tournament '99. Just Page and 
Kane, head-to-head. 

Indeed, Page came out 
flying in the first match, but 
he couldn’t budge Kane 
when he attempted an arm- 
drag. Page backed off and 
Kane wandered from one 
corner to the other. Kane 
clearly wasn't ready to 
launch an attack, while Page 
wasn't sure what to do next. 
Another minute expired be- 
fore Page stepped up his 
assault with kicks and punch- 
es, then got Kane to the mat 
with an impressive Russian 
legsweep. 

Page knew better than to 
go for the pin so early, but 
Kane refused to play into his 
hands by counterwrestling. 


KANE 


Instead, Page attacked, while Kane 
absorbed each blow. This lasted for 
about three minutes before Kane sat 
up, grabbed Page by the neck, 
picked him up, and dropped him to 
the mat. It was an impressive feat of 
strength that demoralized DDP. 

That one move set the tone for the 
rest of the series. Kane used a 
choke-slam to win the first match. 
Page battled gallantly and won the 
second match in under six minutes 
by using a front facelock and a 
vicious DDT. Kane won the third 
match in the 10th minute by using a 
tombstone piledriver after getting up 
from Page’s Diamond cutter. Page 
evened the series in match four when 
he followed the Diamond cutter with 
a pin, but it was all Kane the rest of 
the way. He held off an early attack 
to win match five with a tombstone, 
then used his choke-slam in the 11th 
minute to win the sixth match. 

Kane wins the series, 4-2. 


DDP, one of the most versatile wrestlers in the 
world, can handle any kind of opponent. He need- 
ed a well-rounded attack to have a chance in his 
series with Kane. 
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KEN SHAMROCK vs. 


CHRIS JERICHO 


SECOND 


Ken Shamrock’s anklelock has gained renown as one of 
the sport’s most painful and successful submission 
holds, Chris Jericho felt its crushing pain several times 
in this series. 


hamrock was coming off an 
S= first-round series, while 

Jericho had to go the dis- 
tance to dispatch Konnan. This fas- 
cinating WWF vs. WCW battle fig- 
ured to go the distance. Would 
arrogance get the better of either? 
Shamrock and Jericho both love 
mocking their opponents. Would 
they mock each other, or just get 
down to business and wrestle? 

Shamrock came out strong in 
match one and brawled with 
Jericho for the first two minutes. 
Jericho, surprisingly, brawled back, 
and with two minutes gone, scored 
with a reverse kick that nailed 
Shamrock in the chin. At this point, 
Shamrock realized he wouldn’t be 
able to beat Jericho early, and the 
two wrestlers settled in for a long 
battle. 

With six minutes gone, Sham- 
rock had reached the point at which 
he usually goes into a lull. Jericho 
started stringing moves together, 
but Shamrock survived into the 
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13th minute, then 
seemed to catch his 
second wind. Jericho 
whipped Shamrock 
into the ropes, but 
Shamrock came off 
with a cross bodyblock 
that knocked Jericho to 
the mat. Shamrock 
clamped on a chinlock. 
Jericho reached the 
ropes to force a break. 

With 15 minutes 
gone, Jericho's belly- 
to-back suplex result- 
ed in the first two- 
count of the match. 
Jericho tried to lock on 
a lion tamer, but Shamrock stood 
up out of it, them came off the 
ropes with a reverse sidekick, stun- 
ning Jericho. Shamrock, seizing the 
opportunity, scored with a DDT, 
then covered Jericho for the pin 
and a 1-0 lead. 

Shamrock, confident after his 
hard-earned victory, mocked 
Jericho's long hair at the start of 
match two, Jericho shut him up 
with a series of elbows to the 
face, then a belly-to-back suplex 
that sent Shamrock thundering to 
the mat. Shamrock never recov- 
ered. Jericho dominated for 12 
minutes and weakened Shamrock 
with brawling and aerial tactics. 
Jericho subdued his foe with the 
lion tamer at 12:44. 

Shamrock was resilient. 
Although he was again dominat- 
ed in the first five minutes, he sur- 
vived his usual midmatch lull, 
took the third match into the 17th 
minute, and won when Jericho 


Shamrock refused to break the hold 
for a full 30 seconds after the final 
bell. Jericho limped into the ring for 
the fourth match and kept away 
from Shamrock for the opening five 
minutes before launching his 
attack. Suddenly, Jericho wasn’t 
limping at all; he had been playing 
possum. Shamrock was stunned 
and couldn't recover. He submitted 
to a lion tamer at 9:29. 

That turned out to be Jericho’s 
last stand. Shamrock attacked 
aggressively from the start of the 
fifth match, weakened Jericho with 
armbars, leglocks, and two belly-to- 
belly suplexes, then won with an 
anklelock at 6:41. The sixth match 
went Jericho's way for a while—until 
Shamrock knocked him to the mat 
with a bodyblock from the ropes, 
then a DDT, then the pin at 10:01. 

Shamrock wins the series, 4-2. 


Chris Jericho possesses a lethal finisher of 
his own, the lion tamer. Jericho used It to 
tapped out to an anklelock. tame Shamrock more than once. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


THE UNDERTAKER vs. 


KEVIN NASH 


ROUND 


ble, January 21, 1996. Bret 
Hart is defending his WWF 

World title against The Undertaker. 
Undertaker has the “Hitman” pinned 
following a tombstone piledriver, but 
Diesel pulls the referee out of the 
ring and Hart gets disqualified. By 
the time Undertaker and Diesel 
meet at WrestleMania XIl, their 
hatred for another has become so 
strong that they can’t wait to tear 
into each other. But Diesel’s arro- 
gance costs him, and Undertaker 
uses his tombstone to score the pin. 
A few months later, Diesel leaves 
for WCW and starts using his real 
name, Kevin Nash. 

And so they finally meet again ... 
by computer. 

Nash: 7’, 356 pounds. Un- 
dertaker: 6'9”, 328 pounds. Worlds 
collide. 


Fett, den WWE Royal Rum- 


Before Kevin Nash went to WCW, he 
and Undertaker were bitter rivals in the 
WWF. Nash never got a chance to 
avenge his loss at WrestleMania XII ... 
until now. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


We didn’t expect a fast-paced 
series and didn’t get one. We 
expected brawls and got them. The 
bell rang for match one and Nash 
attacked. Punches and forearms, 
however, had no effect on Under- 
taker, who rather than battling back, 
simply absorbed the punishment 
and allowed Nash to weaken him- 
self. With four minutes gone, Under- 
taker unleashed his attack, and for 
the next four minutes, the two giants 
exchanged blows that would have 
destroyed weaker men. 

The action spilled outside the 
ring and Nash slammed Under- 
taker’s head onto the steel steps, 
then into the ringpost. Undertaker 
acted as if he wasn’t even hurt. 
Nash didn’t know what to do next. 
He took the match back into the ring 
and resumed a kicking and punch- 
ing attack. Then he went for the 
power bomb, but Undertaker stood 
firm. Undertaker responded with a 
standing clothesline, then another. 
Undertaker went for the pin, Nash 
rolled out at two. Undertaker choked 
Nash. The two wrestlers got up. 
Undertaker got ready for his tomb- 
stone piledriver. Nash grabbed 
'Taker’s legs, toppled him to the 
mat, and scored a shocking pin. 

Match two featured more of the 
same. Nash tried to overpower 
Undertaker early. Undertaker fought 
back. Nash floored Undertaker with 
a clothesline, then shocked him with 
a choke-slam. Undertaker sat up at 
the count of two. Nash realized he 
was in trouble. His choke-slam 
hadn't hurt Undertaker. Both got up. 
Undertaker drove Nash face-first 
into the mat. Then he lifted Nash for 
a tombstone and got the pin. 


The Undertaker’s choke-slam is one of 
the most feared maneuvers in the sport, 
but how would it work against a taller 
opponent such as Kevin Nash? 


Nash tried to turn up the heat in 
match three. Undertaker refused to 
wrestle at any pace but his own. 
Nash had three two-counts before 
Undertaker scored with a flying 
clothesline. While Nash lay on the 
mat, Undertaker walked the ropes. 
Nash reached over, shook the bot- 
tom rope, and sent Undertaker 
falling to the mat. Nash power- 
bombed ‘Taker for a 2-1 series lead. 

Undertaker won the fourth match 
with a tombstone piledriver. Nash 
won the fifth after overcoming a rare 
early assault by Undertaker. Un- 
dertaker survived into the 16th 
minute of the sixth match and won 
with a series of clotheslines. It came 
down to match seven, a battle of 
wills. Nash outwilled Undertaker 
and won in the 13th minute when he 
blocked Undertaker’s tombstone 
and twice power-bombed him. Nash 
scored the pin at 13:01 and gained 
his computer revenge. 

Nash wins the series, 4-3. 
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BILL GOLDBERG vs. 


MANKIND 


Goldberg’s overwhelming intensity is a 
great asset, but intensity counts for 
very little in our tournament. Besides, 
Mankind doesn’t scare that easily. 


quarterfinal matchup be- 
Aire two of the hottest 

wrestlers in the world looked 
intriguing. Could Mankind lure 
Goldberg into a brawl, or would 
Goldberg keep his distance and 
attack Mankind in short bursts? 
Goldberg had an easy time in the 
first round, sweeping Big Bossman, 
while Mankind needed seven 
matches to beat Bret Hart. None- 
theless, stamina didn’t figure to be 
a factor, because both men like to 
finish matches in 10 minutes or 
less. 

Goldberg faced all types of 
opponents in his first year as a 
wrestler, but he has never fought a 
brawler quite as maniacal as 
Mankind. Mankind went right after 
Goldberg in match one and tried to 
turn the series into a barroom 
brawl. Arms and legs were flying as 
Mankind concentrated his attack on 
Goldberg's head. Goldberg, on the 
other hand, kept pushing off, and 
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finally tackled Mankind from half- 
way across the ring. 

The first match ended in the sev- 
enth minute, when Goldberg 
ducked Mankind's clothesline, then 
turned around and speared him to 
the mat for the pin. The second 
match followed the same pattern as 
the first: Mankind went all-out at the 
start, Goldberg held off the violent 
assault; Mankind tried to bully 
Goldberg into the ropes, but Gold- 
berg fought back, sent him sprawl- 
ing to the mat with a sidekick, and 
scored with a jackhammer to finish 
him. 

Trailing 2-0, Mankind became a 
desperate wrestler in the third 
match. As anyone who has seen 
him knows, Mankind is extremely 
dangerous when he becomes des- 
perate. He pounded on Goldberg 
with forearms, kneed him in the 
groin, then stunned him with chops 
to the midsection. Mankind buried 
Goldberg's head in his armpit, then 
worked on his forehead with quick 
punches that opened up a gash on 
Goldberg’s head. Infuriated by the 
sight of his own blood, Goldberg 
pushed Mankind away, then 
charged at him from halfway 
across the ring and sent him flying 
to the mat. Mankind got up. Gold- 
berg dropkicked him. Mankind got 
up again. Goldberg got set for the 
spear. Mankind ducked away, then 
turned around and clamped on the 
mandible claw. Goldberg passed 
out. Mankind had closed the gap to 
2-1. 

Goldberg, not wanting to let 
Mankind build momentum, blocked 
and tackled in the opening minutes 
of the fourth match. Mankind tried 


SECOND 


to reverse Goldberg's momentum, 
but the former NFL player kept dri- 
ving Mankind to the mat and into 
the ringpost. Mankind grabbed his 
back in pain after one particularly 
hard shot, then toppled to the mat 
after a Goldberg forearm. Two min- 
utes later, Goldberg slammed 
Mankind, then clamped on a leg- 
lock. Mankind submitted at 5:28. 

Mankind couldn't reverse his for- 
tunes in the fifth match. He 
brawled, but his shots had little 
effect on the much stronger Gold- 
berg. Mankind hurt Goldberg with 
two clotheslines, then saw his 
mandible claw blocked. Goldberg 
lifted Mankind by the biceps, 
dropped him to the mat, then 
floored him with a standing clothes- 
line. Goldberg shouted, “Get up, get 
up!” and Mankind obliged. Gold- 
berg speared him to the mat again; 
the series was over three seconds 
later. 

Goldberg wins the series, 4-1. 


Mankind doesn’t possess a sculpted 
body like Goldberg, but he has proven 
his toughness by battling top stars like 
Steve Austin. He needed plenty of 
toughness in this series. 
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ROUND 


wrestling purists cringe, simply 

because they realize that even 
though Taz is one of the most skilled 
wrestlers in the world, he doesn't 
stand much of a chance against a 
man who is much taller, much larg- 
er, and much stronger. There’s a 
reason amateurs wrestle in distinct 
weight classes: Most smaller men 
can’t beat most big men. 

Then again, Taz isn’t like most 
smaller men. The 5’9”, 248-pound 
dynamo has an endless array of 
suplexes in his repertoire and is the 
master of the Taz-mission. Taz 
likes to gloat that size means noth- 
ing to him. Indeed, he has. beaten 
Bam Bam Bigelow, one of the 
biggest men in the sport. Still, he is 
far more comfortable battling small- 
er, skilled wrestlers such as Sabu. 

Of course, most of Kane’s oppo- 


[v the kind of match that makes 


You'll know when Kane grabs hold of 
you. Just ask Steve Austin, who knows 
just how punishing the big man can be. 
Size was Kane’s greatest weapon in his 
series with Taz. 
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nents have been power merchants. 
Sure, he has tested himself against 
the talented Steve Austin, but Taz 
is in another category altogether 
when it comes to stringing together 
moves and keeping opponents off- 
balance. 

Could Taz defy the adage that a 
great small man can’t beat a great 
big man? Let's find out. 

Taz knew he had to keep Kane 
moving and off-balance, so he 
attacked from all angles in the first 
five minutes of the opening match. 
He attacked Kane’s back, then tried 
to drop him with a dropkick. Four of 
them had Kane stumbling, but he 
refused to fall. Taz knew it was use- 
less to kick and punch Kane, but he 
was starting to realize that Kane 
wouldn’t wrestle with him. And if 
Kane wouldn't counterwrestle, then 
Taz couldn't lure him into traps. 

Taz couldn't suplex Kane. He 
couldn't lift him. He locked on an 
armbar, but it had no effect on 
Kane. And Kane refused to be 
whipped into the ropes. With seven 
minutes gone in the first match, this 
much became clear: Taz had 
almost no chance. 

Taz is a strong man for his size, 
but he was helpless when Kane got 
to work with forearms and elbows. 
Finally, after only nine minutes, 
Kane lifted Taz by the throat and 
choke-slammed him. Kane lifted 
Taz again, choke-slammed him 
again. Lifted him again, choke- 
slammed him again. After the third 
time, he made the cover for the pin. 

There really was no hope for 
Taz. Kane slid out of a Samoan 
drop in match two and executed a 
tombstone piledriver for the pin. In 


Taz gives up a lot of size to Kane, but no 
one can question his heart—or wrestling 
ability. Taz’ ECW wars with Sabu have 
been intense, but they couldn’t prepare 
him for a foe as big as Kane. 


the third match, Kane, realizing Taz 
has suffered several concussions, 
pounded on his shoulders and neck 
until Taz dizzily stumbled around 
the ring, then fell to the mat. Kane 
simply covered him for the pin. 

Taz tried to mount some offense 
in the fourth match, but there was 
nothing he could do against this 
immovable object. In fact, Kane 
wouldn’t move. He wouldn’t chase 
Taz. He just stood there and waited 
for his opening, which came with 10 
minutes gone. Taz tried to lift Kane 
for a T-bone suplex, but Kane held 
his ground, then choke-slammed 
him. Kane dropped an elbow into 
Taz’s throat, then covered him for 
the pin. He was in the semifinals. 

Kane wins the series, 4-0. 
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KEN SHAMROCK vs. 


KEVINNASH 


Kevin Nash comes in for a landing on 
Booker T. Nash varied his attack 
against Shamrock, but his assault 
Included bone-crunching maneuvers 
like this. 


FF oming off his grueling quar- 
terfinal-round victory over 
The Undertaker, Nash fig- 
ured to have a psychological let- 
down against Shamrock. Although 
Shamrock is one of the finest 
wrestlers in the WWF, he is nearly 
a foot shorter than Nash and didn't 
seem to have any chance if he 
chose to brawl. That was a distinct 
possibility, because Shamrock will 
wrestle anyone on their terms. 
Brawling against Nash would be a 
recipe for disaster. 

That's exactly what Shamrock 
tried to do in the first match. He 
attacked Nash with kicks and 
punches but barely budged him. 
Nash, as if laughing at Shamrock, 
clotheslined him to the mat, then 
pointed derisively at his fallen foe. 
Shamrock changed his strategy. 
He scored with a reverse sidekick, 
then locked on an armbar. Nash, 
who isn’t a bad counter wrestler, 
fought his way out and kept his dis- 
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tance from Shamrock for the next 
four minutes. 

That proved to be a mistake, 
because Shamrock tends to go into 
a lull between five and 10 minutes. 
With 11 minutes gone, Shamrock 
was back in early-match form ... 
and again trying to brawl with Nash. 
Both wrestlers were making critical 
mistakes, but the last mistake was 
made by Nash, who incorrectly 
thought he had Shamrock set up 
for a power bomb. He couldn't lift 
Shamrock, who whipped him into 
the ropes, caught him with a knee 
to the groin, then clamped on the 
anklelock. Nash submitted at 14:28. 

It was a stunning victory for 
Shamrock, who suddenly had confi- 
dence. Too much confidence. He 
mocked Nash at the outset of match 
two; Nash responded by pounding 
him with forearms. Nash’s attack 
became relentless. He whipped 
Shamrock into the ropes and met 
him with a forearm. Shamrock got 
up and Nash powerslammed him. 
Shamrock got up again and Nash 
dropped him neck-first onto the top 
rope. Shamrock didn’t get up this 
time. Nash power-bombed him and 
scored the pin at 3:53. 

Both wrestlers were now only 
three wins away from the finals. For 
Shamrock, it might as well have 
been 100. Nash again came out with 
a power attack in the third match 
and Shamrock was helpless to fight 
back. This time, there was no 
Shamrock arrogance. Nash let him 
last into the seventh minute, then 
rocked him with a choke-slam that 
could be felt throughout the building. 
Nash covered him for a 2-1 lead. 

Shamrock tried to wrestle ag- 
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gressively when match four started, 
but he foolishly went for a DDT 
when Nash had barely been weak- 
ened. Nash pounded Shamrock’s 
shoulders with forearms, then lifted 
him by the neck and slammed him 
to the mat. Shamrock's body 
shook. Nash dropped an elbow into 
Shamrock’s gut, then another. 
Rather than finish off Shamrock 
quickly, Nash figured he'd win 
matches four and five at the same 
time by physically destroying 
Shamrock. He worked on Sham- 
rock's arms and legs and clamped 
on an anklelock of his own. Sham- 
rock submitted, but Nash wouldn't 
break the hold for another minute. 
That's why match five was over 
before it started. Shamrock could 
barely move, so Nash went for the kill 
early. Three clotheslines, then a 
DDT, then a power bomb. It was over 
after 4:44. Nash was in the finals. 
Nash wins the series, 4-1. 


Ken Shamrock uses a wristlock to wear 
down Mankind. He has had more suc- 
cess with his anklelock, but in match 
four of this series, he had that hold 
used against him! 
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BILL GOLDBERG vs. 


INALS 


ot many men made a bigger 
N impact on the sport in 1998 

than Bill Goldberg and Kane. 
Goldberg was a dominant WCW 
World champion. Kane was always 
in the middle of things, whether he 
was setting his half-brother, The 
Undertaker, on fire, battling Steve 
Austin for the World title, or teaming 
with Undertaker to steal the World 
title. 

Goldberg vs. Kane. Other than 
Goldberg-Austin, could there have 
been a more appealing WWF vs. 
WCW match? 

Goldberg was the aggressor 
early in match one. He rammed his 
shoulder into Kane as if he was try- 
ing to knock down a brick wall. 
Kane held his ground until Gold- 
berg ran at him from halfway across 
the ring and knocked him over the 
top rope and onto the floor. 
Goldberg followed him out. Kane 
held out his right arm and grabbed 
Goldberg’s throat. Goldberg resist- 
ed a choke-slam by kneeing Kane 
in the gut. The two separated and 


Kane could wipe Rocky Maivia out with one mighty 
elbow if he wanted to, but Goldberg wouldn’t fall as 
easily to such a blow. Kane’s best-of-seven series with 
Goldberg produced unparalleled brutality. 
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slowly returned to the ring. 

The pattern of this series had 
been set: Goldberg started strong, 
Kane fought back, then they traded 
the advantage for the next few min- 
utes. Kane, who likes to sit back 
and wait for his opportunity, at- 
tacked more than usual, surprising 
Goldberg with his intensity. Kane 
won the first match when he 
blocked Goldberg’s tackle, then 
choke-slammed him. Goldberg won 
the second match with a side- 
kick/jackhammer combination. The 
third match went to Goldberg in 
much the same way: Kane thought 
he had Goldberg set up for a tomb- 
stone, but Goldberg resisted, then 
speared him. 

Neither man has ever had his 
stamina tested, but in this battle, it 
figured to be only a matter of time. 
Match three was the marathon: a 
30-minute braw! in which Kane 
escaped from six two-counts, 
Goldberg from four. Kane blasted 
Goldberg’s back and had him 
doubled over in pain, but Goldberg 
battled back. With 28 
minutes gone, Kane 
again blasted Gold- 
berg’s back, then exe- 
cuted his tombstone for 
the pin. 

Goldberg knew he 
was in trouble. His 
strength had been 
matched by Kane in the 
first three bouts. Gold- 
berg got into bigger trou- 
ble in the fourth match 
when Kane caught him 
off the ropes, then 
choke-slammed him. 
Goldberg got up, but 


Bill Goldberg easily overpowers Sting, 
but he was surprised to find that Kane 
was just as strong as he was. Goldberg 
was tested like never before by Kane. 


Kane choke-slammed him again 
and took a 3-1 lead. 

Goldberg, in serious trouble, was 
brave. He won the fifth match with a 
leglock submission, the sixth with a 
jackhammer. 

The seventh match featured 
seven near-pins by Goldberg and 
nine by Kane. With 13 minutes 
gone, Goldberg charged at Kane, 
who moved out of the way. Gold- 
berg’s momentum took him into the 
ringpost. Kane stalked him and was 
greeted by a knee to the groin. Bent 
over in pain and gasping for air, 
Kane got lucky: Goldberg was 
sweating so profusely that he 
couldn't lift Kane. Kane fell to the 
mat, Goldberg fell to the mat, and 
Kane grabbed Goldberg by the 
neck. In an incredible display of 
strength, Kane—his knees on the 
mat—choke-slammed Goldberg 
and fell on top of him for the pin. 
The pre-tournament favorite was 
history. 

Kane wins the series, 4-3. 


a | 


evin Nash is a big man who 
K ine wrestling big men. He 

showed that in several 
matches last year with The Giant. 

Kane is a big man who loves 
wrestling big men. Although he 
failed to beat his half-brother, The 
Undertaker, in most of their bouts, 
he looked good in a lot of four-way 
brawls. 

Our computer did not take into 
account mental letdowns, so Kane 
wouldn't be at a disadvantage com- 
ing off his surprising semifinal victo- 
ry over Goldberg. Nash had the 


Kane borrows a move from Hollywood Hogan. Kane’s power 
attack, while not sophisticated, is effective. “The Big Red 
Machine” felt right at home slugging it out with Kevin Nash. 
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easier route to the final, with 
breezes over Reckless Youth and 
Ken Shamrock sandwiched around 
a grueling quarterfinal-round victory 
over The Undertaker. Nash was 12- 
4 in the tournament; Kane, whose 
only easy series was a sweep of 
Taz, was 12-5. Nash, a former 
INSIDE WRESTLING Computer Tour- 
nament champion, lost to Vader in 
the 1995 finals. 

Like in 1995, the tournament 
came down to power vs. power and 
size vs. size. 

Wary of each other, both wres- 


“Big Sexy” works over Scott Hall, but fighting Kane was a dif- 
ferent story altogether. Nash is familiar with Hall’s tendencies 
but didn’t always know what to expect from Kane. 


KEVIN NASH vs. 
KANE 


FINALS 


tlers were reluctant to attack in the 
opening match and didn’t make 
their first contact until 2:20 was 
gone. That’s when Kane ap- 
proached Nash and tried to grab 
him by the neck. Nash responded 
with a shot to the gut. 

The action picked up. Kane 
scored with several kidney punch- 
es, while Nash beat on Kane’s back 
with elbowsmashes. Nash came off 
the ropes for a clothesline, but 
Kane blocked it and slammed him 
to the mat. Then Kane threw Nash 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Computer 
Tournament 
'99 Finalist 


KEVIN NASH 


Computer Tournament '99 


ACTION CLOSEUP 


We’ve seen it before. Aman musters enough courage to stand toe-to-toe with the 
mighty Kane and take his best shots. How does Kane usually respond? By stand- 
ing there as if nothing was happening ... as if the blows were having no effect 
whatsoever on him. Not many men have a right hand strong enough to knock 
Kane off his feet, but Kevin Nash’s right hand is as hard as anyone’s. And once 
he has you down, he knows what to do to put you away. Kane has absorbed many 
a tombstone piledriver from his half-brother, The Undertaker, and gotten back up. 
Nash’s jackknife power bomb, however, took a little too much out of him. 


Kane, who is accustomed to bullying smaller opponents 
like “Stone-Cold,” got a taste of Nash’s power early in the 
series—and fought back twice as hard! 


over the top rope. Nash struggled 
to get back into the ring. Kane met 
him with a standing clothesline, 
then lifted him by the neck and fin- 
ished him with a choke-slam. 

Down but not out, Nash wrestled 
bravely in match two. This time, he 
came out strong and stunned Kane 
with forearms that knocked him to 
the mat. Kane, refusing to be intimi- 
dated, got back up and stared 
down Nash. The two went punch 
for punch for nearly two minutes, 
then attacked each other relentless- 
ly for the next 10. With 13 minutes 
gone and both wrestlers wearing 
down, Kane gambled: He rebound- 
ed off the ropes and tried to grab 
Nash but was met by a knee to the 
groin. Kane was doubled over in 
pain as Nash DDT'd him for the pin, 
evening the series at one. 

The two wrestlers settled in for a 
long series. Match three was the 
ultimate: Nash scored with three 
power bombs, but Kane got up all 
three times. Kane twice choke- 
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Nash’s strategy was basic, as he attacked Kane with torturous 
holds like the one he uses on Sting here. It was all “Big Sexy” 


needed to dispatch Kane and win the Computer Tournament. 


slammed Nash, then scored with a 
tombstone piledriver, but Nash got 
up. Kane took a 2-1 series lead with 
his second tombstone at 8:15, but 
Nash had proven his resiliency. 
Nash and Kane took their war 
outside the ring several times in 
match four. Kane battered Nash 
against the ringpost. Nash bloodied 
Kane’s mouth when he slammed 
him against the edge of the ring. 
Kane bashed Nash's head against 
the ringpost and opened a cut 
when Nash’s cheek struck an 
exposed bolt. With 9:33 gone, Nash 
came off the ropes for a clothesline. 
Kane dropped to the mat. Nash's 
blood dripped onto Kane’s prone 
body. Nash dropped a knee, then 
hooked Kane's leg for the pin. 
There was more blood in match 
five. The big men battered each 
other with forearms and elbows. 
Kane tried to slow the pace in the 
opening five minutes, but Nash was 
relentless, willing to take four shots 
to land one. Kane’s eyes glazed 


over. Nash continued his assault. 
With six minutes gone, Kane was 
exhausted. Nash rocked him with a 
flying clothesline. Kane got back up 
and tried to choke-slam Nash, but 
Nash pushed off, then whipped 
Kane into the ropes. Nash tried to 
squeeze the life out of Kane with a 
bearhug. Finally, Kane submitted. 

Match six: more of the same. 
Nash bled from his forehead and 
right cheek after Kane banged his 
leg against the guardrail. Kane 
limped back into the ring and was 
met by a series of forearms, then a 
DDT. Kane laid on the mat. Nash 
went for the pin. Kane lifted up at 
two. Nash went for another cover. 
Kane lifted up at two. Nash picked 
up Kane, lifted him above his head, 
then power-bombed him. It was a 
sensational ending to a sensational 
series. ; 

For the second time, Nash was 
our Computer Tournament champion. 

Nash wins the series and the 
tournament, 4-2. 
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As Ted DiBiase 
used to he 
fond of saying, 
every man 

has his price. — 
Right now, 

Ray Traylor is 
paying the y 
Bossman’s 
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Photos by Jimmy Suzuki 
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By deciding to follow the wishes of Vince 
McMahon and bully people like Steve Austin, 
Big Bossman (below left) enjoys being in the 
spotlight. Last we heard from him in WCW, 
where he used his real name, Ray Traylor ® @ 
(below right), he was a mid-carder, He has 
“one man to thank for his career resurrection. 
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By Bryan Ethier 


in a name? The answer, for some profession- 

al wrestlers, goes like this: not much. 
Consider the case of Big Bossman, who certain- 
ly is big, but just as certainly is nobody’s boss. 
While this burly brawler surely knows that with one 


Te: AGE-OLD question goes like this: What's 


crack of his knuckles he can crack the spine of a 
foe, Bossman also somehow figures he actually is 
someone's boss in the WWF. 
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What a fallacy! Bossman is no 
more a boss than a man is the 
king of his castle when his wife is 
paying the mortgage. In this case, 
the king of the WWF mansion is 
biggest boss Vince McMahon, who 
pays the WWF bills, hires all the 
help, and discharges those butlers 
and domestic servants who dare 
defy his rule. 

Amazingly, Bossman has 
yet to smell what the big 
boss is cookin’. 

“If you know the story 
of Bossman, you get the 
impression Vince Mc- 
Mahon has saved the 
man’s career,” said Kevin 
Kelly. “On the surface that 
may appear to be the 
case. But you wonder 
what price Bossman is 
paying.” 

An explanation of 
Kelly’s evaluation: In his 
prior wrestling incarna- 
tions, the 66”, 310-pound 
native of Cobb County, 
Georgia, worked as both 
a bodyguard and a wres- 
tler. In fact, during his 
most recent tenure with 
WCW, Bossman compet- 
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Steve Austin has a score 
to settle with Bossman, 
who harassed “Stone- 
Cold” at Survivor Series, 
to some degree costing 
him the World title. 


Bossman may be guarding McMahon, 
but he’s also watching out for his own 
career. In doing so, however, he has 
sold his soul to the corporate devil. 


ed under his real-name, Ray Tray- 
lor. But by the time Traylor arrived 
in WCW, he had already estab- 
lished himself as a bodyguard to be 
respected. He got his start in 1986 
in the NWA, working as Jim 
Cornette’s bodyguard and using the 
name Big Bubba Rogers. 

Cornette and others soon discov- 
ered that Bubba liked to do more 


than protect his charge; he enjoyed 
mixing it up. His rough style earned 
him a spot in the squared circle, and 
in April 1987, Traylor/Bubba defeat- 
ed One Man Gang for the UWF 
heavyweight belt. 

At that stage, it appeared Ray 
Traylor had a bright future. 

After losing his title to Steve 
Williams, Traylor returned to the 


NWA, but quickly grew tired of the 
bodyguard job, so he hopped on the 
WWF Express in search of fame 
and fortune. It was then, under the 
direction of a new manager, Slick, 
that Big Bossman earned his repu- 
tation as a fearsome, brutal antago- 
nizer. And during his first WWF tour, 
Ray Traylor introduced the wrestling 
community to his nightstick. 

Before leaving the WWF, Boss- 
man became a fan favorite. In 
1993, he left the WWF and joined 
WCW after a brief tour on the inde- 
pendent circuit. He wrestled under 
the names The Boss and The 
Guardian Angel. Although some 
fans took to him, Traylor never 
found his niche in WCW, and he left 
the federation in 1997. He resur- 
faced in the WWF a year later ... 
after receiving a phone call from 
federation kingpin Vince McMahon. 

It was a phone call he desper- 
ately needed to take. 

Only in leaving WCW did Ray 
Traylor realize that big is good only 
if it is bad, and bad is good when 
you have a corporation supporting 
you. Traylor determined he had that 
support from McMahon, who recog- 
nized what a colossal ally he had in 
Traylor. So Ray took the bait. He 
met with Vince McMahon and 
bought into the idea of being Mc- 
Mahon’s bodyguard. The money 
was good, and the work relatively 
easy. What could be better? 

McMahon's master plan, his 
Corporate Plan, made sense to 
Ray Traylor, because he was des- 
perate to become somebody again. 
McMahon used that big black night- 
stick to turn Traylor’s life from a dull 
black-and-white existence into a 
shiny, brilliantly illuminated techni- 
color extravaganza. Boss Mc- 
Mahon dressed his protege in 
black, making him look evil, dark, 
and frightening. And when he 
returned that magic nightstick to 
Traylor, the transformation was 
complete. Ray Traylor once again 
was psycho-guard. Bossman was 
alive, Ray Traylor a mere memory. 

“| don’t know what that jackass 
of a totem pole is doing in the 
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If McMahon tells Bassman to beal Up Mankind, he beats 
up Mankind ... no matter whether he wants to or not, This 
is the kind of independence Bossman doesn't have. 


WWF, but I’m gonna knock some of 
his teeth out if he stays in my face,” 
said “Stone-Cold” Steve Austin. 

Indeed, if anyone has a score to 
settle with Bossman, it’s Austin. 
During the Survivor Series World 
title tournament, Bossman, acting 
under McMahon's direction, har- 
assed not only Austin, but all three 
of Rocky Maivia’s opponents. That 
Maivia ended up beating Mankind 
for the vacant WWF title was no 
mere coincidence. 

But such is the new life Traylor 
leads, to carry out McMahon's 
orders like a Mafioso button man. Is 
it worth it? 

“Considering the big bucks he 
gets? | might wax Mr. McMahon's 
car for that type of job,” said Jerry 
Lawler. “He’s be a fool to betray Mr. 
McMahon right now. Look what the 
man has done: He’s given him a 
new lease on life.” 

Again, at what cost? Right now, 
Bossman seems happy to slam his 
nightstick into the stomachs of 


nemeses such as Austin and 
Mankind. But McMahon has forced 
him to team with Shamrock, whom 
Bossman hated just a few months 
ago. McMahon also directed 
Bossman to teach his son, Shane, 
a thing or two. Although fans later 
learned that was just a part of 
McMahon's master plan, it leads 
one to wonder what is next in store 
for the WWF's chief corrections 
officer. 

One WWF insider said he 
knows: 

“Big Bossman isn’t even worry- 
ing about his next assignment,” 
said the source. “All he knows is 
that Big Bossman sells. Bossman 
knows that as long as Vince Mc- 
Mahon puts him in the spotlight, he 
will be paid well and will have a 
secure job. | don’t think Bossman 
will ever question McMahon on 
anything, because he desperately 
wants to remain in the spotlight. If 
that means he has to sell his soul to 
the devil, then so be it.” O 
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Eric Bischoff (left) 
seemed like he was 
108 percent behind 

whatever Hollywood 
Hogan did. But did 
you ever notice that 
even when Hogan 
and Scott Steiner 
were together 
(below), they never 
seemed close? 
Perhaps Steiner 
{opposite page) was 
plotting against 
Hogan for some time. 


n announced his retirement, it 
x for Scott Steiner to take over as leader 
of the NWO black and white. Now, we have learned, it 


ie 


_ may have been all part of Eric Bischofi’s master plan 
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By Dan Murphy 


loss for words. Currently a 
talent scout for WCW, Orn- 
dorff has alternately been one of 


[> AUL ORNDORFF WAS at a 
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Hulk Hogan’s closest friends and 
most hated enemies. He has 
known Hogan for close to 20 years 
now, and though he often dis- 
agrees with Hogan’s opinions, he 
has always thought he understood 


what went on in the mind of wres- 
tling’s all-time biggest superstar. 
When Hogan turned his back on 
WCW and became a rulebreaker, 
Orndorff astutely pointed out that 
Hogan had been making a mockery 
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Orndorff is not alone in his sus- 


picions regarding Steiner's ascen- 
sion to the throne of NWO Holly- 
For months, “Big wood. In fact, several wrestlers 


Poppa Pump’s” main ne 
goallias been to and locker room sources are qui 


destroy his brother. etly questioning Hogan’s relation- 
But he does seem to ship with “Big Poppa Pump,” and 
bane vay one of the bigger rumors that has 
Hollywood than emerged from the rumblings is 
Hollywood Hogan that Eric Bischoff may have oust- 
nabs cecal ed Hogan for Steiner. 


First the facts. When Scott left 
his brother, Rick, to join the NWO, 
he drastically changed both his 


Kenny Kaos feels the 

pain of a brutal Steiner 

recliner. Perhaps Hogan 

was wary of getting 

caught in this hold 

and that’s one of the 

H% reasons he left WCW. 


of the rulebook for years with the 
fans’ blessing. When Hogan an- 
nounced his retirement from the 
ring to pursue the presidency of the 
United States, the former “Mr. 
Wonderful” reminded others that 
Hogan's ultra-competitive nature 
demanded that he attempt to best 
the newly elected governor of 
Minnesota, Jesse Ventura. But 
when Hogan just vanished from the 
WCW radar and Scott Steiner 
smoothly assumed the role of 
leader of NWO Hollywood, Orndorff 
was genuinely perplexed. 

“It just surprised me that there 
was such a smooth transition of 
power between Hogan and Steiner,” 
Ormndorff explained. “Hogan’s never 
been the type to do anything quiet- 
ly. If he was considering retire- 
ment, | would have expected him 
to work a lot more with Steiner, to 
groom him to take over the NWO 
he loves. Something just isn’t right 
about this.” 
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look and his attitude. Scott 
trimmed and dyed his hair and 
grew a goatee. His arms swelled 
to superhuman dimensions. He 
became arrogant and traded in his 
aerial arsenal for a ground-based 
high-impact attack. When Eric 
Bischoff reintroduced Scott to the 
world, he had become a would-be 
movie star. He boasted that agents 
were lining up at his door and 
declared that he would—and this 
is a quote—‘take over Hollywood.” 

At the time, everyone simply 
assumed Steiner was just being 
boastful about his alleged film 
contacts. But was there really a 
deeper message Steiner was try- 
ing to convey? 

Now let's take a look at Hogan’s 
history. His shattered friendships 
are well-documented. Throughout 
his career, Hogan has built up 
friendships that have fallen apart 
simply because Hogan is Hogan. 
Depending on whom you ask, 
these friends either become fed up 
with Hogan’s ego or overwhelmed 
by the desire to end the Hogan 
legend. There was Randy Savage. 
And Andre the Giant. And Orn- 
dorff. And Brutus “The Disciple, 
Butcher, Zodiac, Booty Man” 
Beefcake. Then there were the 
stars who Hogan said could carry 
on his legacy. There were the 
greats (Sting, Warrior), and there 
were the not-so-greats (Hillbilly 
Jim, Tugboat, Renegade). In any 
case, Hogan would team with 
them, work out with them, travel 
with them, even join them for inter- 
views. All of this was surprisingly 
lacking with Steiner. The two men 
never really seemed particularly 
close in the ring or away from it. 

And then there’s Bischoff. 
Bischoff nearly lost his job as a 
high-paid WCW executive when 
he joined the NWO. Nobody, but 
nobody, would take a worse fall 
than he would if the NWO black 
and white were to fall apart. When 
Sting beat Hogan at Starrcade 
'97, Bischoff realized exactly how 
close he could be to the unem- 
ployment line if his meal ticket 
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Scott Steiner (shown attacking Rick) insists that he was 
anointed the new leader of NWO Hollywood by Hogan him- 
| self. The transition could not have been that smooth, could it? Pa 


was unable to regain the WCW 
belt. At about that time, Steiner 
began receiving more and more 
offers from Bischoff. 

Maybe it was a coincidence, 
but the timing makes it appear as 
if Bischoff bought Steiner as a 
high-stakes insurance policy to 
protect himself. Steiner came in 
knowing he’d eventually take 
Hogan's place whether Hogan 
liked it or not. 

But the question begs to be 
asked: Why replace Hogan with a 
man known more for his tag team 
career than his singles success? 

“Scott Steiner knows about 
teamwork,” Mike Tenay suggest- 
ed. “Scott knows first-hand what 
makes a team great. He knows 
that you've got to put aside indi- 
vidual differences and come 
together for the good of the team. 
Under Hogan, NWO Hollywood 
never really seemed to have its 
goals in order. Hogan was preoc- 
cupied with the likes of Jay Leno, 
Karl Malone, and Dennis Rodman, 


and NWO Hollywood suffered 
because of it. | think Steiner is try- 
ing to turn that around and reunite 
the black and white.” 

Some have suggested that 
Bischoff was the voice in Hogan’s 
ear urging him to make the presi- 
dential run. Maybe Hogan heard 
the rumors and looked for a con- 
venient way to get out. 

After Hogan lost the belt to 
Goldberg and struggled against 
The Warrior, Bischoff did become 
exceedingly nervous, especially 
with Ric Flair and The Four Horse- 
men returning to the scene. If 
Hogan had decided to stick 
around, Steiner may have had to 
take a more direct course of action. 

When informed of this theory, 
Orndorff stroked his chin and nod- 
ded slowly. A grin suddenly broke 
out over his face. “Isn't it just like 
Hogan to not realize the guy 
standing next to him is ready to 
put a knife in his back?” 

Yes, it is. And who would know 
better than Orndorff? 0 
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or.all you marketing geniuses who have racked 
brains trying to invent yet another twist to 
e of action figures, dreamed of hundreds of 


T-shirt designs, and spent hours creating 


sophisticated wrestling video games, here’s a wave 


BS 


By Harry Burkett 


brought you plastic heads and 
Mr. Socko, the WWF is braced 
to harness the power of blue. Blue 


trou THE WACKY world that 
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We'll call it ... 


How can anyone not 
love The Blue Meanie? 
He's big, he’s goofy, 


and most importantly, 7 
he’s blue (well, at least & 
the hair is blue!) 


Meanie, that is. He has Officially 
arrived in Vince McMahonland and 
joined his pals in the J.0.B. Squad. 
He doesn’t plan on setting the 
wrestling world on blue fire, but it’s 
gonna happen. Take our word for it. 


-~ you may not be able to control. 


Photos by Frank Vitucci 


~~ 
la 
Ce 
Te 
e Gee. 


“The Meanie is a simple man 
who enjoys simple pleasures,” said 
Meanie, who enj reterring to 
himself in the third perso 


nothing more worthwhile tha 
being part of the J.0.B. Squad” 


But the J.0.B. Squad didn’t tr 


exactly welcome “Thé Blut 
One’ at first. Meaihie reset 
ous Squad «members 
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The Meanie doesn’t read 
only wrestling publica- 
tions when he stops at 
his favorite newsstand. 
He enjoys picking up a 
few tips on putting from 
Senior Golfer (left) and is 
often shocked by what he 


sees in Weekly World f 


News (right). 


hed Snow. 4 
idone for us; 
fi ithe All 


spot!” conti 
that’s som 
touch blué, you can’t rip apart blue. 
Ore like a gas, because you 
can’t bottle (})Then other people 
_ get in on the act and go ‘ka-blu-ie’!” 
Al Snow isn’t the only person 
who has a wild reaction to Meanie 
and his “blueness.” It can be seen 
every time Meanie makes an ap- 
pearance in an arena, or whenever 
someone catches a glimpse of him 
on the street (he’s hard to miss). 


0 


;& 4 / 
“ae 2 The sign at the dollar store said that everything 
in the store cost a dollar, so Meanie offered a 
“» buck for everything in the store (above). When 
' his offer was rejected, he just went in and 

_ checked out some wrestling figures (left). 


el 


Everywhere the Meanie goes, people 
ask him for his autograph. Care to 
guess what color pen he prefers to 
use when signing? 


The blue hair isn’t a gimmick for 
Meanie. It’s his way of life. 

“The Meanie can pop into 
McDonald’s and order a large fry 
and the cashier will just look 
stunned,” said Meanie. “Meanie 
gets these reactions from people 
who have no idea who he is. If he 
wore any other color, the reaction 


See gers 
@) When you're in the J.0,B. Squad, 
poundings. Meanie likes to look go 


you expect that your body will take some 
] : od. This young lady did a nice jab on his fin- 
-gernails. She painted them a nice shade of ... well, you know, 


wouldn’t be the same. There just 
wouldn’t be any magic if he were 
The Yellow Meanie. The Blue 
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Meanie attracts attention.” Meanie (shown at- 
as certainly the case [Rtas eur 
when Photo Editor Frank Vitueci re ee es 
ed his camera and followed j|RiUCA Ista hen =F 
Meanie around for a day. Whether /PSERECRU VRS tii 
Meanie was standing on a street ea dtasat ole 
corner, looking through maga- understand him. 
zines, or in search of new eye- 
wear, the reaction was the same. 
“It was amazing,” marveled 
Vitucci. “Attraction to The Blue 
Meanie is definitely spread by 
casual contact. People would 
stop what they were doing and 
stare at him. When he caught 
them by surprise, they would 
D just giggle like lunatics. Meanie 
“ has got some kind of weird 
charisma.” 
Even though Meanie has 
secured a WWF contract, 


Come on, ladies, wouldn't you like to 
have the Meanie escort you to some is : a 
lavish formal affair? Believe us—he : 
looks great in a tuxedo! ae 
eo _ 
there’s no indication that WWF rr Seeay GiGi lida Sia RIGA ‘ Apa : 
officials have a clue as to what sere e ver feels too blue when he goes online and chats w is many, many 
Meanie is all about. 

“The Meanie expects theymar- 
keting gurus“to haul him up to makes him tick,” mused Meanie. Wouldn't that be ‘blu-ti-ful’?” 
Tite awers, strap Meanie to a “They'll come up with blue T-shirts, Snow andifriends have wit- 
ttach electrodes to his blue action figures, and they could nessed what blue can do. Is the 


head to try to figure out what sell little bottles of blue water. WWF really ready? oO 
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HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 


“YOU'LL BELIEVE ME WHEN 
I'M SITTING IN THE WHITE HOUSE!" 


T ELECTION OF Jesse 
Ventura to the Minnesota 
governorship on November 
3 made a lot of people reconsider 
the qualifications of politicians. 
Ventura proved that a former 
wrestler with a keen mind and a 
respectable suit can be successful 
in politics. 

But what about a wrestler who 
doesn't conform to conventional 
standards? 

Hollywood Hogan claimed that if 
“The Body” could become gover- 
nor, then the most recognizable 
wrestler in history would have a 
good shot at being elected Pres- 
ident. He’s determined to do it his 
way, complete with sunglasses, 
muscle shirt, dark stubble, and 
feather boa. In fact, the Hollywood 
Hogan who announced his retire- 
ment to pursue the presidency 
looked a lot like the Hogan who 
has been spray-painting his oppo- 
nents for the last two years. 

Yet he sounded much different. 
Gone was the “Well, you know, 
brother ...” hyperactive Hollywood 
Hogan. In its place was a very seri- 
ous—and, possibly, very sincere— 
man with great aspirations. 

As Hogan hits the campaign 
trail, his retirement from wrestling is 
still having an effect. He anointed 


SO 


Scott Steiner the new leader of 
NWO Hollywood and keeps in daily 
contact with “Big Poppa Pump,” as 
well as with nephew Horace Hogan 
and other members of the black 
and white. 

How does Hogan hope to ener- 
gize the American public in his lat- 
est quest? Does he have a firm 
grasp of the issues, or does he 
think common sense is enough to 
run a country? Will he ever return 
to wrestling? Senior Writer Harry 
Burkett discussed these issues 
with candidate Hogan when he 
made a campaign stop at InsiDE 


Ee ee ee Oe 
“{Ventura's] success in 
Minnesota struck a 
personal chord with me, 
and | think that would 
have happened whether 
I had known him or not.” 


WRESTLING’S editorial offices. Said 
Burkett: “I think Hogan has been 
reborn ... again.” 


Q: Thanks for visiting our offices 
once again, Mr. Hogan. Today 
we're setting a record of sorts, 


because you may be the only 
wrestler in history who has been 
featured twice on the “Hotseat” 
during a six-month period. 


: You better believe me, Harry, 


I’m going to be setting all 
kinds of records in the next 
few months. Grill away, 
brother. 


: You asked for it. First of all, 


didn’t your campaign start out 
as a publicity stunt to mock the 
gubernatorial victory of your old 
rival Jesse Ventura? 


:! wasn’t mocking Jesse 


Ventura, | was honoring 
Jesse Ventura. Yeah, we had 
our share of battles in the 
ring and a war of words over 
the years, but this goes way 
beyond saluting a fellow 
wrestler. His success in 
Minnesota struck a personal 
chord with me, and I think 
that would have happened 
whether | had known him or 
not. Whenever a colorful, no- 
nonsense character like “The 
Body” can achieve success 
in the phony world of politics, 
that’s a big win for all of us. 


: What gave you the idea of 


declaring your candidacy? 


: The day after the election, my 


phone rang off the hook with 
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“asked myself this 
question: Who in NWO 
Hollywood is closest to 

being the spitting image 
of Hollywood Hogan? 
The answer was Scott Steiner.” 


people asking me what | 
thought of Ventura’s victo- 
ry. | told them | was happy 
for him and thought Min- 
nesota and America needed 
that kind of leadership. 
Every single person, each 
thinking he or she was ask- 
ing an original and clever 
question, always ended the 
interview by asking, “Well, 
Hollywood, will you ever 
run for public office?” Each 
time | was asked, | laughed 
it off. Later, when | was 
home with my family, | got 
to thinking: /f every single 
person who talked to me 
had asked if | were running 
for office, maybe that’s 
what the common man was 
thinking, too. 

: But at least on Nitro, you treat- 
ed it as a joke. Did you have to 
bring out a Monica Lewinsky 
lookalike to be your intern? 
And, come on, did she have to 
hand you a cigar? 


2) 
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A: 


That was just my way of illus- 
trating absurdity. To think 
that kind of issue now domi- 
nates our public discourse 
should be insulting to all 
Americans. It’s time for this 
country to elect leaders that 
will represent them with 
honor. 


: Can you represent the country 


honorably with a feather boa 
around your neck? 


: Depending on how far this 


goes, there may be a time 
when | have to dust off my 
business suits. For now, | 
want America to know me for 
who | really am. And like it or 
not, the glitz and glamour of 
Hollywood is part of the 
package. If you think I’m kid- 
ding about any of this right 
now, you’ll believe me when 
I'm sitting in the White 
House! 


Q: To let our readers know you are 


A: 


o> 


: At what point did this 


: That’s not exactly the wl 


: Kind of like the Rush 


: Exactly. 
: You sound completely dif- 


very serious, | should mention 
that you do have a circle of 
political advisers. 

| have some experienced 
political people advising me. 
| retain them because from a 
communications and _ 
public relations stand- 
point, they can get my 
message out to the 
people. 


evolve from a way of hon- } 
oring Jesse Ventura to a | 
serious effort on your 
part? 


right premise, man. | | 
honored Jesse Ventura 
in a humorous way while [| 
at the same time making ff 
a serious statement a- 
bout my own intentions. 


Limbaugh method? You're 
trying to make serious 
points in an entertaining 
fashion? 


ferent from the person 


who in that same chair only six 
months ago was ranting about 
knocking The Warrior’s face 
paint off. Isn't that a less-than- 
dignified demeanor for some- 
one seeking the highest office 
in the land? How long do you 
think it will take for your political 
opponents to use footage of 
you telling the fans to “stick it” 
or bashing Roddy Piper's in- 
jured hip with a steel chair? 


: If you want to excel in a par- 


ticular endeavor, you must 
have a certain mindset for 
the task at hand. You've got 
to be ruthless to be success- 
ful in wrestling, and I’ve 
demonstrated that by be- 
coming the greatest wrestler 
of all-time. Hollywood the 
actor and Hollywood the 
politician are other facets of 
the same person. 


: Let’s talk about the facet of 


Hollywood Hogan that has 
been most visible for the past 
20 years: Hollywood the wres- 
tler. You have taken a leave of 
absence from NWO Hollywood 
to pursue the presidency, and 
you've left Scott Steiner in 
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charge. Why do you think “Big 
Poppa Pump” is most qualified 
to lead NWO Hollywood when 
guys like Curt Hennig, The 
Giant, or even your nephew 
Horace are in a better frame of 
mind to do so? 

: What’s wrong with Scotty’s 
frame of mind? 

: He wants to attack everyone he 
sees! He’s gone after referees, 
announcers, and even Judy 
‘Bagwell! How can someone so 
consumed with hatred make 
sound decisions about the long- 
term future of NWO Hollywood? 
He can barely control himself. 
Again, let me ask the question: 
Why not Hennig, The Giant, or 
Horace? 

: It wasn’t a question of pick- 
ing one person over another. 
l asked myself this question: 
Who in NWO Hollywood is 
closest to being the spitting 
image of Hollywood Hogan? 
The answer was Scott Stein- 
er. He’s got the look, he’s 
got the second-biggest py- 
thons in the world, and he’s 


a major motion picture star. | 
molded NWO Hollywood into 
my own image. Scotty came 
closest to fitting that image. 


: If you fail in your presidential 


bid, will you return to wrestling? 
If so, don’t you think Steiner will 
be reluctant to give up his 
power? 


: First of all, ’'m not planning 


on losing. Like Horace said, 
it's going to be NWO Wash- 
ington before all this is over. 
But if | ever do return to 
wrestling, I’m sure Scotty 
would have no problem be- 
coming my lieutenant. No 
sweat, brother. 


: | know you've been making 


many public appearances lately, 
and you’ve had many oppor- 
tunities to mingle with people. 
Has this experience made you 
question some of your tactics in 
wrestling, or made you regret 
telling your fans to “stick it”? 


: | wasn’t referring to all fans 


when | said that. | was telling 
that to the people who were 
anti-Hollywood just to be 


“My attitude toward 
being President 
will be the same as 
my attitude toward 
being a wrestler: I'll tell it 
like it is, brother.” 


a 


anti-Hollywood when | was 
doing everything | could to 
be a role model. My efforts 
weren’t appreciated. If those 
people wake up and realize 
I'd make a great President, | 
could forgive them. 


: Does your political philosophy 


lean toward conservatism or lib- 
eralism? And where do you 
stand on some of the issues? 


: | prefer to call it “Holly- 


woodism.” It’s about going 
back to truth, justice, the 
American way, and, yes, say- 
ing your prayers and taking 
your vitamins. I'll be issuing 
a platform shortly. 


: Keeping political philosophy 


aside, what would be your 
everyday attitude toward run- 
ning the federal government? 


: My attitude toward being 


President will be the same as 


Hulk Hogan was once known as the sport's ultimate patriot (opposite page), but 
even so, it’s quite a stretch of the imagination to picture him being elected 
President. If so, would there be places in his cabinet for Eric Bischoff and Gene 
Okerlund (above)? 


my attitude toward being a 
wrestler: I’ll tell it like it is, 
brother. Sever) 


63 


eee ferocious ... and 


ignored. Wrath is over- 
looked by most stars in 
WCW (except for Glacier, 
who is not in much of a 
position to ignore this 
powerhouse). 


lt seems hare 
f© imagine 
that a 66”, 
2O2-poune man 
could [be 
Vverlookec! lay 
anybody, [Dut 
Inftiod ayas 
falemtipheayy~ ge 
We, Wireiitn 
1S Nal Wlelllly 
Invisiblexat, we 
fimesmile/s =~ 
determined tom 
makelpeople 
take)notice =. 
no matter what, 
thercost! 


By Dan Murphy 


RATH WASN'T IN a cel- 
ebratory mood after mak- 
ing short work of Chip 
Minton on a recent Thunder 
broadcast. In fact, the former 
Adam Bomb hasn't been in a good 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


= 


mt 
i | 
tag 
’ 
‘ 
‘ 
& 
E 


i: 
BE 
- 


i. 


mi 
ts 
x 


\ 


The former Adam Bomb has fared 
reasonably well against top-level 
stars like Lex Luger on the few 
occasions he has been able to 
secure such matches. . 


mood for quite a while, despite.an 
impressive winning streak that has 
seen him get the best of stars like 
Meng, Glacier, and a slew of 


-, The Renegade is 
‘MS about to feel the 
impact of Wrath’s 

} hd wrath in the form 
of his devastating 
meltdown finisher. 


Luchadores. 

Yes, Wrath is winning most of 
his matches, but he’s running on a 
treadmill, defeating a lot of the 
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Same. opponents over and over 
again. Main events have been 
hard tor Wrath to come by, and he 
thinks he’knows the reason why. 


“It’s because the Executive 
Committee is afraid to give a new 
guy a shot,” Wrath spat angrily, 
launching a boot at an empty lock- 
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er. “I'm not in NWO Hollywood, I’m 
not in the Wolfpac, and I’m not a 
Horseman. I’m not a cruiserweight, 
and my last name’s not Goldberg. 
That pretty much disqualifies me 
from main-event status, according 
to the suits at CNN Center. I’m just 
gonna keep hurting people until | 
get taken seriously.” 

That’s a frightening sentiment 
coming from a man of Wrath’s 
size. After all, he is one of WCW’s 
premier power merchants, in a 
class right alongside Scott Norton, 
Lex Luger, Kevin Nash, and Scott 
Steiner. Wrath has been known to 
go to the top rope for a crushing 
shoulderblock or clothesline. Plus, 
there’s his meltdown finisher, a 
pumphandle variation of the power 
bomb, which invariably results in a 
Wrath win. 

So what we have here is a frus- 
trated man with incredible strength, 
a multi-faceted offensive attack, 
and a knack for developing innova- 
tive new finishing moves. So how 
has Wrath gone this far without 


winning a major title, or even get- 
ting involved in a major WCW 
feud? 

A recent poll of 10 main-event 
caliber WCW wrestlers found that 
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lf Wrath is serious 
about wanting to 
make a huge im- 
pact on WCW, he’s 

“going to have to_ 

— get more matches = = 
against stars of a — 
higher caliber than 
Glacier (above and 
below). 


not a single one included Wrath in 
their list of the top 10 contenders 
to the World title. It wasn’t that 
Wrath was rated lower than other 
grapplers mentioned; it was just 


that Wrath was ... well, 
overlooked. 

“Oh, yeah, | guess | 
never really thought 
about him,” Lex Luger 
mused when asked 
about his oversight. 
“He’s a big, strong 
guy, and l’ve had 
some tough matches 
against him. Yeah, | 
guess he should make 
the list.” 

Other wrestlers 
asked made similar 
comments, but the 
real question is this: 
Why is it Wrath remains on the 
cusp of recognition by fellow 
wrestlers, fans, and promoters 
alike? 

First of all, he doesn’t attract a 
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lot of attention to himself. 
He wrestles his matches | 
and wins more often than 
not, but in today’s sport, 
interviews are almost just as 
important as victories. For 
months, Hollywood Hogan — 
only appeared on WCW | 
telecasts to deliver long- 
winded diatribes or interfere 
in NWO Hollywood match- 
es. As the new leader of | 
NWO Hollywood, Scott 
Steiner has adopted a simi- f 
lar approach. And it wouldn’t © 
be a Monday night if we | 
didn’t hear from Kevin Nash 
and “K-Dogg,” would it? 
Even Emest Miller has got- | 
ten into the act with his gra- | 
ting “Ain’t | the greatest?” 
routine. 

With all those guys deliv- 
ering entertaining interviews |@ 
that keep the fans talking | 
long after the ring is taken | 
down, Wrath’s one-sided | 
victories often get lost in the 
mix. 

Second of all, Wrath is still | 
trying to overcome his past 
as Adam Bomb. He failed as ~ 
a rulebreaker while compet- | 
ing under that moniker, and 
his run as a fan favorite saw || 
him become complacent | 
while collecting wins over || 
lesser competition and play- 
ing to the fans. He has found that 
other wrestlers remember his half- 
hearted, undistinguished stint in the 
WWF more than his current win- 
ning streak. That slight makes 
Wrath even more determined to 
strike harder and make people 
focus on the present. 

Wrath is also tearing through 
mediocre competition without a 
clear goal. Okay, he wants to be 
World champion, but who in WCW 
doesn't want that? What Wrath 
needs to do is to focus on increas- 
ing his visibility, either by pursuing 
the U.S. or TV title, or by courting 
NWO Hollywood, the Wolfpac, or 
another clique. Maybe he could 
take the Bam Bam Bigelow ap- 
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proach and just come and demand 
to wrestle the World champion. 
Right now, he’s a ship without a 
rudder, and he’s taking his career 
woes out on whomever steps into 
the ring with him, especially those 
foolish enough to take him lightly. 

Earlier this fall, Davey Boy 
Smith learned what happens when 
a man faces Wrath without a full 
game plan set in mind. 

“| know he’s a big man with a 
bigger chip on his shoulder, but | 
remembered him more from what 
he was a few years ago, and | 
guess | didn’t really take him too 
seriously,” Smith said shortly after 
the match. “I was also feeling like | 
wasn’t getting anywhere, and | 


came out a little flat. | mean, what 
did | have to gain by beating 
Wrath? Well, he had a lot he want- 
ed to prove, and he saw beating 
me as the perfect way to do it. At 
the start of the match, he overpow- 
ered me in a lockup, and ! knew | 
was going to be in for a long night.” 

Wrath is on a mission to be 
taken seriously, and to be taken 
seriously, he needs to start beating 
top opposition. Wrath has been 
scouting potential opponents for 
months, and he has both the 
desire and the ability to surprise 
some of WCW’'s elite. Wrath is 
ready for anyone. 

ls everyone really ready for 
him? Oo 
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The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage and 
hostility toward each other. 
Here’s the unedited transcript 
of their conversation, your 
chance to feel the raw 
emotion that results when 
two antagonists face off ... 
One On One 


HEN SHAWN MICHAELS was named 

WWF commissioner by Vince McMahon, 

no one was more surprised than HBK’ s 
former mates in DeGeneration X. Despite Michaels’ 
appearance alongside McMahon and Team 
Corporate, many fans were hoping his defection was 
just a hoax, Shawn’ s own way of tweaking the WWF 
owner’ s nose. But when Michaels floored X-Pac with 
a chair to ensure Rocky Maivia a successful World 
title defense on Raw, the world learned where the 
self-proclaimed showstopper stood once and for all. 

DeGeneration X struck back at Michaels and 

McMahon when The New Age Outlaws joined Team 
Corporate, only to come to the rescue of “Triple-H” 


and X-Pac during a match against Ken Shamrock and 


Big Bossman. For once in his life, Michaels was 
rendered speechless when the Outlaws betrayed him, 
while the remaining members of DX demonstrated 
their unity at his expense. 

So what happens now? We know which people are 
on which sides. As commissioner, Michaels holds 
matchmaking power for all matches involving DX. 
Michaels has never been known to suffer humiliations 
quietly. Plus, with Maivia, Shamrock, and Bossman at 
his side, “The Heartbreak Kid” seems to have ample 
backup. DeGeneration X doesn’t seem overly 
concerned with Michaels’ possible counterattacks. 
Do the various members of the group know something 
the rest of us don’t, or are they just seriously 
underestimating what Michaels has in store for them 
in the coming months? 

Michaels and X-Pac were all too ready to square 
off verbally ... “One On One.” 
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“I created DeGeneration X. The rest of you 
are still trying to soak up my glory and ride 
my coattails. DeGeneration X died the day 
Shawn Michaels decided to leave.” 
—Shawn Michaels 


SHAWN MICHAELS: Hey, kid, how’s it hanging? 
Are you, Hunter Hearst Helmsley, Rockabilly, and The 
Roadie still giggling like little girls because you managed 
to pull one over on me? Judging from what I’ve seen, it’s 
pretty much the lone highlight your little version of 
DeGeneration X has had since WrestleMania. 

X-PAC: You’ve never been accused of being real 
observant, Shawn. After all, it was your lack of foresight in 
trusting Mike Tyson that cost you the WWF title, and it’s 
going to be your lack of foresight that screws you over for 
the rest of your career. 

MICHAELS: My point exactly, little grasshopper. 
WrestleMania is ancient history, and you guys are still 
stuck on it, Let’s fast forward to today, shall we? Your pal 
“Triple-H” is back from a knee boo-boo. You—well, since 
this is going into a family magazine, I’ll just say you’ve 
had your butt kicked by everyone from Jeff Jarrett to D-Lo 
Brown. The only good thing about your little version of 
DX was—and IJ stress was—The New Age Outlaws, and 
that’s why Vince McMahon and I decided to recruit them. 

X-PAC: Vince McMahon and I? Come on, Shawn. 
You're Vince’s pawn. Admit it. You’re no better than 
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“You're yesterday’s hero trying to regain 
his glory by kissing McMahon’s [butt]. If 
you want to destroy DX, you’re more than 
welcome to get in the ring like a man.” 
—X-Pac 


Shamrock or Bossman or “The Rock.” Those guys got titles 
out of the deal. You just got an executive title. You sold out 
and you didn’t think to get anything out of the deal. You’re 
on the same level as Slaughter, Brisco, and Patterson. 

MICHAELS: Who the hell do you think you are, punk? 
The Kliq made you everything you are today, and really, 
that’s not all that much, is it? On the other hand, ve won 
every title there is in the WWF, and unlike you, if I went 
down to Atlanta, I’d clean up there, too, because that’s just the 
kind of man I am. You want to lecture me about selling out? 
“Triple-H” sold out the DX name the day he decided to let 
you in. I created DeGeneration X. The rest of you are still try- 
ing to soak up my glory and ride my coattails. DeGeneration 
X died the day Shawn Michaels decided to leave. 

X-PAC: Yeah, and we’ll just forget the fact that you 
never would have made it to WrestleMania with the belt if 
it weren’t for “Triple-H” and Chyna’s interference. 

MICHAELS: Oh, yes, Chyna. I guess there is one 
aspect of DX that HBK misses, if you smell what the com- 
mish is cookin’. I guarantee that if Shawn Michaels was 
still in the group you call DX, Chyna wouldn’t have to 
look to Mark Henry for romance. That’s for damn sure. 
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X-PAC: You're so full of crap you don’t know your 
head from your butt. Chyna never had anything to do with 
you on anything more than a professional basis, and you 
know it just as well as I do. I know you well enough to see 
through your little mind games. And as far as Chyna’s 
relationship with Mark Henry, that’s her damn business. 

MICHAELS: You know what they say about a sinking 
ship—even the rats know enough to jump off before it 
goes down. Well, pallyboy, DeGeneration X is making the 
Titanic look like the Love Boat right about now. Maybe I 
should talk to Vince about having “Triple-H” and “Mean” 
Mark Henry square off in a ladder match with Chyna sus- 
pended over the ladder. First one to her gets to keep her. 

X-PAC: You're a sick man, Shawn. You keep setting up 
the matches, and DX will keep finding ways to win ’em. Then 
what happens when Mr. McMahon sees you can’t get his dirty 
work done as commissioner? One day you're hitting me with 
a chair, and the next, Ken Shamrock will snap your ankle to 
make sure you neyer wrestle again. You're trying to tear DX 
apart, but what you’ve done is make us stronger. You see, now 
we’re all bound with a common purpose that’s bigger than any 
title. We're going to find ways to make you look bad. Oh, and 
you said DX died when you left? No, Shawn. “The Heartbreak 
Kid” died the day DX booted his sorry [butt] out! 

MICHAELS: Oh, is that the way it is, X-Pac? Ooh, you 
guys sure outsmarted me. I guess it’s all part of your plan 
to be staring up at the lights every night. And I guess it’s all 
just part of your plan to see all the gold in the WWF end up 
in Team Corporate. You guys are really quite clever, ain’t 
*cha? Well, just keep doin’ what your doin’, ’cause I 
haven’t had any complaints from Vinnie Mac so far. 

X-PAC: Once again you're not being all that observant. 
Just listen to the fans tell you what you are whenever you 
come down to the ring. You’re yesterday’s hero trying to 
regain his glory by kissing McMahon’s [butt]. If you want 
to destroy DX, you’re more than welcome to get in the 
ring like a man and give it your best shot. We’re kind of 
easy guys to find. 

MICHAELS: That's not the plan, young one. I don’t 
need to get back in the ring and prove anything to you or 
anyone in your little group there. No one else in the world 
has won the World Wrestling Federation title, the tag team 
title, the Intercontinental title, and the European title, in case 
you haven’t noticed, Even if I never wrestle another match, I 
don’t have to worry about my legacy in the WWF. I know 
I’m the greatest superstar the WWF has ever seen. Maybe 
me getting back into the ring is like plan B or plan C, but I 
truthfully haven’t had to think that far along, because I damn 
sure know plan A will work. Plan A is for me to just sit back 
and watch—ahem—DxX disintegrate. You guys don’t have 
the skills, you don’t have the character, and you don’t have 
the guts to survive the onslaught Team Corporate has 
planned for you. So what do you have to say about that, son? 

X-PAC: You really have to ask, Shawn? DeGeneration 
X and I have two little words for you! 

MICHAELS: Yeah, and I can guess what they are. 
You’re real original. | 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting word of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful new 1998 Edition is written by two 
active professionals in the wrestling business who 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including WCW and the WWF! You are advised 
what to do, where to write, how to act, what to say, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 

* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wresting! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wrestling 
schook ¢ Tels you where to order boots, =o 
figs, otc, in U.S. and UK. * Charge i! 
NEW updated information! |av 
1998 Inside Secrets on How 
YOU Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of 1998 Edition is only $15, incl. postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
460 Connecticut Ave., Ste. 192° Norwalk, CT 06854 


(MOVING? | 


Kindly give us 8 weeks advance notice 
Are you moving? If so, please give 
j US 8 weeks advance notice so we 
j can continue to service your sub- 
1 scription promptly. Check the maga- 
1 zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 
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Raven acquitted himself well in his feud with Dallas 
Page last year and even beat DDP for the WCW U.S. 
title. Derrick Pierce enjoyed reading about Raven in 
a recent “Capsule Profile.” 


nobody cares. Everybody knows 
he is all talk and no fight. 

DAVID MILLER 

Oaktown, IN 


THUMBS UP... 

Last December, | read about 
ECW in INsipE WRESTLING for the 
first time. | saw pictures of ECW 
wrestlers who were all bloody, but 
| had never seen an actual ECW 
show. 

| was curious to see what ECW 
was all about, so | checked out the 
November to Remember pay-per- 
view. | have to say it was the best 
pay-per-view | saw all year. It had 
cursing, partial nudity, blood, vio- 
lence, broken tables and chairs, 
and shopping carts—everything a 
wrestling card should have. 

| give a huge thumbs up to 
ECW. They are unbelievable. 

DAVID NASH 
Utica, KY 


.. THUMBS DOWN 

WCW's Monday Nitro 
has really become bor- 
ing and predictable late- 
ly. Not to mention very 
disappointing. The an- 
nouncers hype their all- 
important main events, 
but a lot of the matches 
either never materialize 
or don’t end with a clean 
finish. Gangs and cliques 
interfere in all the pro- 
ceedings and ruin just 
about every show. And it 
seems like more than half 
the show consists of com- 
mercials or replays. 

lf Eric Bischoff and 
Ted Turner are wonder- 
ing why Raw Is War has 
taken over as the most 
popular wrestling show 
on Monday night, all they 
need to do is watch their 
own program once in a 
while. It is obvious they don’t do that 
very often. 
REN BUCHANNON 
San Francisco, CA 


GLAD YOU LIKED IT 
| really enjoyed the “Capsule 
Profile” you guys did on Raven 
(Holiday 1998). He is a very 
accomplished wrestler and man- 
ager, yet very underrated and 
very underappreciated. | was 
happy to see Raven get some 
much-deserved attention for a 
change. 
| think the former Flock mem- 
bers are selfish ingrates who 
used Raven to get ahead in 
WCW, then left him after they got 
what they wanted. | am confident 
Raven can rise to prominence 
again and get his revenge on The 
Flock. 
DERRICK PIERCE 
Cambria, NY C 
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HOW GOULET HORACE TRUST iS UNCLE ROLLYWO0D2E Ss 
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Ever wonder what’s going on inside the 
heads of AL SNOW, MANKIND, and 
CHAVO GUERRERO JR.? One has a 
mannequin head for a manager, the other 
has a name for the sock he puts over his 
hand, and the other rides around on a 
wooden horse he named PEPE. We’ve 
tried to figure these men out ... DEBRA 
McMICHAEL hasn't forgotten that JEFF 
JARRETT referred to her as a “dumb 
blonde” when he returned to the WWF. Has 
she really forgiven him for that remark? ... 
Don’t miss the Wrestling Bad Guys 
Year-End Awards! 


All this—and much more!— 


in the April 1999 issue of 
Wrestle America 
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WHY AUSTIN WILL BE NEXT (0 GO CORPORATE! i> 


~> ti Sane Dl Dupe 


So HOLLYWOOD HOGAN has called it 
a career and moved on to the world 
of politics. We don’t believe it. We think 
he’ll be back in a few months, and we'll tell 
you why ... VINCE McMAHON thinks 
he’ll be able to finally trounce 
STEVE AUSTIN if he keeps strengthening 
TEAM CORPORATE. We, however, 
suspect that “Stone-Cold” himself 
will be next to go corporate! ... 
“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE and 
BRET HART admit they despise each 
other, but you might be surprised to learn 
why they’re enjoying their feud! 


All this—and much more!— 


in the April 1999 issue of 
The Wrestler 


Now ON SALE! 
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thought about wres- 
tling in England. 
“Nothing new to me,” 
he said. “Just like any 
other city. The fans here 
seem to like it. That’s all.” 
The WWF is a world- 
wide organization, but 
like WCW, it has had 
trouble establishing a 
stronghold in Europe. For 
whatever the reason, 
wrestling is very popular 
in Japan, the United 
States, Mexico, and 
Canada, but not quite as 
popular elsewhere. Sure, 
the WWF is on TV every 
week, and the federation 
has occasional tours of 
Europe, but it has never 
caught on in Europe like 
it has elsewhere. | won- 
dered why. Then | took 
out my notebook and 
started asking questions. 
Now, the problem 
with asking questions of 
the locals in Piccadilly 
Circus is that there 
aren't too many locals in 
Piccadilly Circus. Mostly 
tourists. One man was 
from New York City, a 
couple was from San 
Francisco, a group of 
students were from 
Boston. | ran into one 
local from the Kensington 
section of London who 
told me that “wrestling 
isn’t subtle enough for 
British tastes.” But | 
looked around, realized Piccadilly 
Circus wasn't subtle at all, and dis- 
regarded his answer. After all, these 
are people who adored Benny Hill, 
who wasn't exactly subtle. 
It was around two in the morning 
when | ran into Jeff Jarrett. He was 
strolling toward the Underground 
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On The Road 


(Continued from page 70) 


Val Venis was a big hit with the “birds.” One constant between 
American wrestling and British Wrestling is the number of 
wrestling groupies. Lenker was disgusted by the attention Venis 
attracted overseas. 


Station by himself, having failed for 
the past half-hour to hail a taxi. | 
suggested we ride the double-deck- 
er bus to wherever he was going. 
“Interesting city,” Jarrett said. 
“Been here before?” | asked. 
“A few times. The wrestling fans 
aren't from this area. You have to 


go into the residential 
areas, like Kensington, 
if you want to find 
them.” 

“Think wrestling could 
catch on big here?” 

“| think it already has. 
The problem is, how 
many pay-per-views 
can the WWF run in 
England? How many 
times a year can we 
come here? A federa- 
tion can’t be in all 
places at all times. It 
has to make some deci- 
sions.” 

Jarrett was right. All 
federations are region- 
al. It’s just that some 
cover larger regions 
than others. ECW sticks 
mostly to the Northeast, — 
although it runs occa- 
sional cards in Florida, 
Georgia, Louisiana, and 
other states outside the 
Northeast. The WWF 
and WCW mostly stick 
to North America. All- 
Japan is all Japan. 
Even England has its 
share of small indepen- 
dent federations. 

Wrestling is a region- 
al sport worldwide. 
Even the WWF Euro- 
pean title is nothing 
more than another 
North American-based 
belt. The World Wres- 
tling Council calls its 
big belt the Universal 
title, although there’s nothing uni- 
versal about it. No wrestling in 
outer space, after all. Some- 
times, the big picture isn’t as big 
as we think it is, even after mid- 
night in Piccadilly Circus, when it 
seems like the entire world is 
passing by. O 
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We hope you have @ fot of time on 
your hands. Because it's going to 
take you a while to read through 
these 132-page, digest-sized 
issues! The Wrestler Digest and 
Inside Wrestling Digest contain 
more than 80 stories in each issue, 
all culled from the previous three 
months worth of articles in your 
favorite magazines, Pra Wrestling 
Wlustrated, The Wrestler, Inside 
Wrestling, Wrestle America, and 


Wrestling 


Now hack issues of The Wrestler 
Digest and Inside Wrestling Digest 
are available in limited quantities. 


Please send me the back issues | have 
checked off below. | have enclosed a 
$5 check or money order for each 
issue as payment in full. 


Wrestler Digest 
CZ Winter 1997 
(Spring 1998 
7 Fall 1998 
Send To: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 


P.O. BOX 910 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Name 
Address 


City 
State Zip 


For ail orders outside the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every 
back Issue to be sent via surface mall, and $3.00 for every 
back issue to be sent airmail. int'l money order in U.S. funds 


InsideWrestling Digest 
[) Spring 1998 
C) Winter 1998 


ONLY 
$5 
EACH 


Behind The Door 


(Continued from page 12) 


Rather than bicker with WWF owner Vince McMahon. why doesn't “Stone-Cold” 
just go to WCW? Because McMahon would be happy to see Austin run away from 
him, although we're not sure why. 


McMahon just won't let him. 

Which brings up the question that 
Austin refuses to even address: 
Why doesn’t he simply jump ship to 
say, WCW, where his talents might 
be appreciated? Why doesn’t he 
simply change federations and 
enable WCW to schedule that 
Goldberg vs. Austin match for which 
we've all been pining? It would be 
the pay-per-view extravaganza of 
the decade, a match to rival Andre 
the Giant vs. Hulk Hogan in terms of 
fan interest. 

The answer is simple: Austin’s 
not a quitter. There is no way he’d 
give McMahon the pleasure of see- 
ing him quit on the WWF. He has a 
new five-year contract, and he’s 
going to enjoy hurting McMahon as 
much as possible during those five 
years. Besides, several years ago, 
WCW wasn’t very kind to Austin; the 
WWF gave him the big break he 
wanted. Ironic, isn’t it? McMahon 
gave Austin a chance to become 
a superstar. Now he’s trying to 
destroy him. 

There are a lot of different ways 
to look at this situation. Here’s one: 
McMahon has gone crazy. Simply 
lost his mind. The shrewd business- 


man that McMahon used to be 
would realize that Austin is a money 
manufacturer for the WWF. He’d 
want to keep him on the payroll for- 
ever and keep him very, very happy. 
That McMahon is gone, replaced by 
the nutty McMahon. I’m not sure 
when it happened or how it hap- 
pened, but | guess when you really 
think about it, McMahon's problems 
started decades ago, when The 
Grand Wizard blew his nose on 
Vince’s tie. 

Really, how do you ever get over 
something as traumatic as that? 

It doesn’t take a computer or 
even a computer genius to figure 
out what would happen if Austin and 
McMahon ever squared off in an 
official match. Austin would win. 
McMahon would die. At the very 
least, he’d be confined to a wheel- 
chair for the rest of his life. That’s 
what Austin wants, but he’ll never 
get it. 

As for Austin vs. Goldberg, well, 
we thought about feeding this match 
into the computer just to see what 
might happen. 

But we didn’t. That would be 
cheating. Guess we'll just have to 
wait until next year. oO 
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‘COLLECTOR’S CORNER 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade-—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 
check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING QZZEU777 
REVUE : 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These beau- 
tiful editions, all edited and published by Stanley 
Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, The 
Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, among so many 
other titles) set a standard for all wrestling maga- 
zines that followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs, Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel ys. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou 
Thesz, Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy 
Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 
April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O'Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson ys. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Emie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier ys. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 
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BOXING BOXING 


\ 


WRESTLING 
NEWS | 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, result- 
ing in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlce, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing; Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustay Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato, $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran, Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius 
Clay. Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser 
vs. Bob Ellis, results. $30 
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AND MAIL TO: 


i COLLECTOR'S CORNER 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE 
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as Of this writing), but if it was not for 
“Stone-Cold,” there would be no 
Team Corporate. And if there were 
no Team Corporate, there would be 
no commissioner job for the former 
DX leader. | lamented when Mi- 
chaels was good. | called him 
“Yawn” when he tried to do his best 
imitation of a rulebreaker. His asso- 
ciation with DeGeneration X did 
nothing to impress me, since DX is 
merely a band of foul-mouthed, 
crotch-chopping, pseudo-ring an- 
nouncers. Austin and Michaels will 
cross paths again eventually. | await 
the confrontation. Care to guess for 
whom | will be rooting? 

Steve Austin brought “The 
Rock” back from the brink of 
soul-selling. | truly believe that 
without Austin’s noxious presence, 
the man once known simply as 
Rocky Maivia would still be raising 
that eyebrow in honor of the mass- 
es. He saw the error of his ways by 
watching Austin battle McMahon. 
He saw a man fighting.a losing bat- 
tle and got a little smarter. He knew 
that there was little room for another 
fan favorite with Austin and his ego 
occupying the penthouse. In addi- 
tion, by joining Team Corporate, he 
had a built-in rival he could set 
about destroying—and thereby 
please the boss. He is also keeping 
“Stone-Cold” far, far away from the 
WWE World title. 

Steve Austin has singlehand- 
edly rejuvenated the reigning 
WWF World tag team champions, 
Big Bossman and Ken Shamrock. 
When Bossman was Ray Traylor in 
WCW, he got lost. He had tried 
other personae, but the nightstick 
always did fit best. Joining Vinnie 
Mac and battling Austin is the best 
thing that could have ever hap- 
pened to him. He proves that you 
can go home again ... and again. 
Shamrock had the I-C belt, but fans 
did not appreciate his intensity. 
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(Continued from page 14) 


They considered him over the top— 
even though Austin was busy stun- 
ning small children (okay, so he 
didn’t do that). Now Shamrock’s 
rage is directed toward Austin and 
anyone else who gets in his or Mr. 
McMahon's way. 

There is a common thread that 
runs through all the reasons why 
“Stone-Cold” is good for rulebreak- 
ing. He can create rulebreakers 
better than anyone. Hulk Hogan 
once had that talent in the WWF. 
Whether it was a friend, ally, or 
casual acquaintance, Hogan would 
let his ego override any of his inter- 
personal relationship skills. The 


WWF spotlight was his and any- 
one, friend or foe, was a threat to 
Steal it. 

Austin has managed to alienate 
most men in the WWF through the 
way he has treated them and 
through the way he continues to 
cross the boss. The mindless min- 
ions who worship the ground he 
pours beer on will boo anyone who 
dares to defy their dour deity. He 
creates more rulebreakers than 
General Motors creates cars. A 
hearty “Hell, yeah!” goes out to the 
maker of bad guys. 

Not to mention a thanks for 
nothing. O 


The Undertaker can thank the “Texas Rattlesnake” for getting his career back on 
track. “Stone-Cold” was the best thing to happen to WWF rulebreakers in 1998. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


The Tommy Dreamer-Raven feud still ranks as one of the most exciting in ECW history. ECW 
recovered from the loss of Raven in 1997. It will be interesting to see how it reacts to the latest 


exodus of talent. 


ECW has done an amazing job 
of building itself up into a major 
promotion. In the beginning, it ran 
a few shows in front of a few fans 
in an old bingo hall. Now it pro- 
motes six pay-per-views per year 
and has an impressive weekly TV 
show. Its stars have become rec- 
ognizable to wrestling fans and 
other promoters. ECW is now a 
major force in the wrestling indus- 
try that generates a lot of revenue. 
lronically, the more successful 
ECW becomes, the more likely its 
successful wrestlers are to be 
signed by the competition. It's 
almost inevitable. 

What | can't figure out is WCW's 
motivation in all this. Does it think 
these ECW wrestlers will make a 
huge impact, or does it merely 
want to destroy some of the com- 
petition? WCW boasts the largest 
talent roster in the history of pro- 
fessional wrestling, yet it continues 
to collect wrestlers like a kid col- 
lects wrestling action figures. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 
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(Continued from page 16) 


Some of those wrestlers with good 
credentials join WCW only to get 
lost on the mid-card level in a 
hurry. 

That is not what happened in 
the WWF in the 1980s. Many of 
the AWA stars became even big- 
ger stars after joining the WWF. 
They went on to win major titles 
and compete in main event match- 
es. Every wrestler the WWF lured 
away from the AWA seemed des- 
tined for something big. Some- 
times WCW just seems to be 
accumulating wrestlers so no one 
else can sign them. 

ECW’s plight is bordering on a 
hemorrhage. Just as one wrestler 
leaves, rumors of another one ne- 
gotiating with WCW start. Clearly, 
it does not have the resources to 
compete with WCW, so other 
options must be explored. But how 
does this David effectively battle 
Goliath? 

ECW briefly had a working 
relationship with the WWF a few 


years ago. Perhaps 
it’s time to crank up 
the cross-promotion 
yet again. It could help 
ECW financially and 
the WWF ratings-wise. 
After all, a lot of peo- 
ple believe the WWF 
saw what ECW was 
doing a few years ago 
and decided to make 
things more extreme on 
its cards. The pairing 
would be a natural. 
Two promotions wag- 
ing war with a com- 
mon enemy makes for 
a great story and even 
better Monday night 
programming. 

The WWF, howev- 
er, is doing fine on its 
own right now and 
might just want to grab 
its share of ECW wrestlers as well. 
It has already nabbed The Blue 
Meanie; others could follow. 
McMahon obviously sees benefit 
in having those wrestlers all to 
himself, especially if his rival wants 
the same thing. And if the WWF 
can afford to spend $1.6-million on 
a 30-second commercial during 
the Super Bowl, it must have 
money to pay more wrestlers. 

Every war has its casualties. 
This latest wrestling war is being 
played out in front of large audi- 
ences and is costing the combat- 
ants a lot of money, but they’re 
making a lot of money as well. The 
large armies will conquer, while the 
others will find it hard to stay in the 
battle. ECW has made its name by 
promoting an exciting, entertaining, 
and unconventional alternative to 
the Big Two. Its influence has 
changed the face of wrestling in 


both WCW and the WWF. 
Imitation is one thing. Ab- 
sorption is quite another. O 
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Febroary 1976: The Night Andre The Giant Hod 
To Be Saved From Ernie Ladd. Alo: Robert Fuller, 
Vicki Williams, Pat Barrett, Nelson Royol, C. Tolos & Kent, 
E1 Gran Morkus, Bobo Brazil, Moondog Mayne, Chief Jay 
Strongbow, Mark Lewin, Crusher & Bruise. 
March 1978: Don’t Believe Those Lies About 
Rhodes, Also: Jones & Valentine, Backlund- 
Stasiok, Sammortino-Graham, Nick Bockwinkel. 
July 1979: Rhodes vs, Kolotf: The Beginning Of 
The End For Dusty Rhodes? Als: Broisr-Roce, Erie 
Ladd, Voliont-Albono, 


August 1980; Larry Zhyszko’s Foolproof Plot To 
Dive Bruno Out Of Wrestling. Alco: Bobby Heenan, 
Mr, Wrestling Il, Ox Baker: 
Janvary 1981: Race vs. Backlund: Did The WWF 
Trick Horley Race? Also: Pedro Morales, Snuka & 
Stevens, Strongbow-Sheik, Dick Slater. 
April 1981: Bruno Sammortino Jr. Contosses: 
“It's Hell Carrying The Name Of My Father.” 
Also: Bugsy McGraw, Capt, Lou Albano, Mongolion 
Stomper, Foir-Race, 
May 1981: Hussein Arab vs. Ivan Koloff: A 
War Explodes in A Neutral Country, Also; 
Bob Bocklund, Bobo Brazil, Sontana & Bravo, D. Von 
Erich-Race, 
September 1981; Patera & The Freebirds: The 
Unholy Alliance Seeks To Cripple Ted DiBiase. Ako: 
Junkyord Dog, Dory Funk J, Killer Khan, Ivan Kalotf. 
March 1982: Backlund-Volentine Death Match: 
The WWF Title Is Back Where It Belongs, Ako: 
Austin Idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, Brisco-DiBiose, 
April 1982: “Only Dusty Rhodes Can Save The 
AWA From Nick Bockwinkal,” By Verne Gagne. 
Ako: David Von Erich, Blockjocks, Masked Superstar & 
Super Destroyer, Andre-Khan. 
May 1982: Adrian Adonis: “I Can Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can’t Boat The System!” Abo: 
Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wresténg Hi, 0, Von: Erich-M. 
Grahom, Hogan-Blackwell, 
June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.’s Tragic Story: 
“1 Nave No Father... Heve No Feds?” As 
Sol. Sloughter, Morales-Valentine, Montreal, Super 
Destroyer & Masked Superstar. 
August 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascoras, Bocklund-Mulligan Sr., Studd-Super Destroyer. 
October 1982: Roddy Piper: “I Don’t Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J, Dillon, 
Andre-Muligon Sr, Pot Patierson, Magnificent Muraco, 
December 1982: Andre vs, Mulligan: The Giant 
Is Mightier Than The Claw. Also: Grand Wizard, 
Jerry Lawler, Rich-Heenan, Jack Brisco, 
February 1983: Rhodes vs. Funk: The Bloody 
Horror Of A Barbed Wire Fence Match. Also Tod 
DiBiase, Andre-Orton Jr., Hogan & Patera, Flair-Hansen, 
March 1983: Superstar Graham: “The Holl With 
Pedro—{ Wont Backlund!” Ako: Terry Funk, Rocky 
Johnson, JYD-Gino Hernandez, Johan Studd, 
April 1983: Ivan Koloff vs. Kon Patera: The 
Shocking Truth Behind The Battle OF The Titans. 
Ako: Albano-Snuka, Kobuki, Tommy Rich. 
June 1983; Bob Backlund vs. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Also: Jim 
Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lowler, Bob Orton Jr. 
Soptember 1983: Zbyszko vs. Rich: Can The 
National Title Survive This Brutal Tug Of Wor? 
Nkso: Andre-Kamala, Piper-Valentine, Vihoel Hayes 
August 1984: Junkyard Dog Joins Jim Valiant’s 
Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Steve 0-Zbyszko, 
Mognum-Wrestling II, Austin Idol, Sugar-Spoiler. 
October 1984: Collision OF The Florida 
Musclomen: Can Billy Jock Squeeze 
Superstar Graham Out OF Wrestling? Also: 
Road Warriors, Flair-Steamboat, Eddie Gilbert, 


Orndorff & Shultz-Atlas & Johnson. 

November 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of 
Champions ... And Still The Lord Of The Ring. 
Aso; Rich-Gilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, JYD- 
Reed. 

December 1984: How Hulkamanio Trampled Big 
John Studd. Also: Road Warriors, Magnum T.A,, Wohoo 

jel, Sullivan-Rhodes. 


March 1985; He's Bock And Better Than Ever: 
Backund-A-Mania Is Sweeping The Nation! Ako: 
Koloffs, Billy Jock, Yor Erichs-Devastation Inc. 
June 1985: Sgt. Slaughter Topples Ric Flair—So 
Why Isn’t He Champion? Also: Ellering & Rood 
Warriors, Koloffs & Khrushehev-Von Erichs, Kevin Vor 
Erich, Andre & JYD. 
Septomber 1985: A Psychologist Examines 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piperl Is Ho As Crazy As You 
Think He 1s? Alo; Mognum-Blanchard, Fantastics, Ric 
Flair, Gogne & Sammartino. 
January 1986: Rick Steomboat vs. Magnificent 
Muraco: The Volocano Rumbles. Also; Warriors & 
Ellering, Mike Von Erich, Jake Roberts, Koloff & 
Rock ‘n’ Rolls, 
March 1986: Barry Windhom & Mike Rotwndo: 
Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For Kendall 
Windham? Also: Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Rude, Jerry 
Lowler, Russions-Road Warriors. 
August 1986: WrestleMania 2: Hulk Hogan's 
Night Of Redemption. Also: Jim & Ron Garvin, Steve 
Willioms, Rick Morte, Sir Oliver Humperdink, 
September 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Moguum T.A.: 
America’s Team Is Not Out For Glory ... It’s Out 
For Revenge! Also: Andre-Hogan, Chris Adams, Barry 
Windham, Scott Hall. 
October 1986: The NWA Championship Sinks To 
A Now Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To Defeat 
Lex Luger! Alo: Rood Warriors, Randy Savage, Verne 
Gone, Fantastics-Sheepherders. 
November 1986; Poul Ellering’s Own Story; 
“How My Rood Warriors Mode Dusty Rhodes 
NWA Champion.” Also: Adams-Rude, British Bulldogs, 
Bockwinkel-Hansen, Bill Watts. 
December 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton 
And Gibson Regain The NWA World Tog Title! 
Aso; Lex Luger, Hogan-Adonis, Holl-DeBeors, Baby Doll 
February 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndorff: The 
WWE's Hate Triangle. Also: Tery Taylor, Ric Flair, 
Midnight Rockers, Kevin Von Erich. mi 
March 1987: Hoppy Anniversary, Hulk Hogon! 
The WWF Ghompion Colebrates Three Years At 
The Top. Also: Ric Flair, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulldogs, Koloffs 
April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Mary Happy 
Returns! Ako: Poul Ellering, Hocksaw Duggan, prospects. 
May 1987: Barry Windham’s Warning To Lex 
Luger: “Keep Away From The Four Horsemen.” 
Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre, Freebirds & 
Sunshine, Williams-OMG, Midnight Rockers. 
July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMonia Ill Makes History! Also; Midnight 
Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Donny Davis, Ted Dibless, 
September 1987: Hulk Hogun Defeats Harley 
Race: How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of This 
Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-R&R Express, Rich & 
Idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 
October 1987: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win 
Their Fourth NWA Title: Also: Hogon-Bigelow, 
Rhodes-Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sullivan. 
November 1987: Spocial Fon Poll: Should Mr. T 
Be Allowed To Referee? Ako: Wor Gomes, Bulldogs, 
Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 
Decembor 1987: Rhodes Challenges Luger: 
Will Dusty’s U.S, Title Hopes Split Tho 
Superpowers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T.A., 


Rondy Savage, Al Perez. 
Jonvary 1988; Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The 
WWF Title? Also: R&Rs-Horsemen, Flair-R. Garvin, 
Adrion Adonis, Steve Williams, 
February 1988; A Special Analysis By Jesse 
Ventura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also: 
Sting, R&Rs-Blanchard & Anderson, Kevin Von Erich, 
Dangerously-Lower-Dundee. 
March 1988: Bom Bam Bigelow: Wrestling’s 
Most Dangerous Man. Also: Adams-Perez, Nikita 
Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds, 
May 1988; Million-Dollor Middleman: The Futura 
Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBiase’s Hands. Also: 
Zbystko & Baby Dall, Road Worriors-Konga’& Warlord, 
Fritz Von Erich, Rockers-Express. 
June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” Aso: 
Worriors-Warlord & Barborian, R&R Express, Baby Dol, 
6, Gogne-Hennig. 
August 1988: What Randy Savage Nest DoT 
Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Alo: Hyatt- 
Gilbert, Sting, Michoel Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988: Preview & Anolysis: 
ers vs. Megabucks. Also: Horsemon, Jerry 
Lawler, Warlord & Borborian, Dangerously-Gilbert, 
Baefcake-Honky Tonk. 
November 1988; Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry 
Windham: The Night The Teacher Learned A 
Lesson, Also: Kerry-Lowlor, Lex Luger, Muraco- 
Volentine, Freebirds, 
December 1988; Exdusive “Hotsoat” Interview: 
Roddy Piper—Will He Ever Be Back? Also: Powers 
of Poin, Ultimate Warrior, Ric Flair, Bombi-Mystic, Kevin 
Von Erich, 
February 1989: Tully & Arn Will Fail Undor 
Bobby Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J, Dillon, 
Also; Hogan-Bossmon, Sg!, Slaughter, Lawler-Inside 
Wrestling, Dovis-Wayne. 
March 1989: Collision Course! Wrestling Isn’t 
Big Enough For Two Midnight Express Teams. 
Akso: Von Erichs, Curt Hennig, Warrior-Honky Tonk, Rick 
Steiner, Fuller & Golden. 
June 1989: Finally, Fortune Favors The 
Challenger: Rick Steamboat Wins Ric Floir's 
NWA Beltl Also: Morton & Gibson, Macho Madness- 
Hulkomonia, Lex Luger, Jimmy Jack Funk. 
July 1989; Megapowers II? It’s Time For 
Ultimate Warrior And Sting To Reunite! Also: 
Kerry Von Erith, Savage & Hort, Barry Windham, 
Demolition-Powers of Pain, ex-NWA stars. 
August 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkamania 
Roles! Also: Tanako & Dimond, Rick Steamboat, 
Bigelow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette, 
September 1989: Savage Is Shamed By 
Hogan—Only Elizabeth Can Save Him Now. Alo: 
Lex Luger, Mil Mascoros, Dusty Rhodes, Bushwhackers, 
Skandor Akbar, 


October 1989; Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List. 
Also: Holl-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Henig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich, 

November 1989: Please, Elizabefh—Don’t 
Wrestle Sherri! Also: Mil Mascaras, Dangerously- 
Cornett, Sting. Funk, Lex Luger, Jake Roberts. 
December 1989: The Dusty Rood Is Paved With 
Gold: The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric Fair, 
Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, Lorry Zhyszko. 
Janvary 1990 Why Sting’s Friendship Is Tearing 
Ric Flair Apart. Ako: Morton & Gibson, Hulk Hogan, 
Sting-Flir, Roberts-DiBiase Lawler-Embry, 

February 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: Rude’s 
Out ... Piper’s In... And The Fans Love It! Ako: 
Warriors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuka, Tom Zonk, 
Destruction Crew, Kerry Yon Erich, 

Mardi 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A Rousing 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of “the magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling!” INSIDE WRESTLING 
gives you all the information you need to keep up with the 
pro wrestling scene! Avoid sellouts—order today! 


Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Ako: Bobby Heenan, 
Ric Flair, Paul Omdorff, 

April 1990: Storrcade “89: Might Of The Iron 
Mon. Also: Warrior-Hogan, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz Sawyer, 
WWF shuffle, 

May 1990: WrestleMania Vi Moin Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior; Exdusive Proview 
& Analysis. Also: Jerry Lawler, Al Perez, Lex Luger, 
Womon, LPWA, 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You Can 
Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Soito-Zbyszko, 
Earthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett. 

Joly 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
Ultimate Wortior: Teom Up And Eliminate These 
Mon. Also: Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, Kokina 
Maximus, Tessa. 

August 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger Hos 
Made Ric Flair A Broken Mon: Also; Hulk Hogan, 
Uhimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry Taylor, Jerry 
Lower 


September 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To 

The Horsemen, Also; Hulk Hogan, Hacksaw Duggan, 
JD, Adams-Jeannie, Midnight Express. 

October 1990: Sting: “1 Feel Like I’ve Conquered 
The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, Bushwhackers, El 
Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice Patrol. 

November 1990: Ric Flair & Holk Hogan: A Tole 
Of Two Ex-Champions. Also; Sid Vicious, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Jeannie-Ton, Mr. Fuji & Orient Express. 
December 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! Why 
Sting Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Larry Zbyszko. 

Jonvary 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 
Warrior: The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You Tom 
Desruction. Also: Paul E, Dangerously, Chris Adams, 
Steiners, Lowler-T. Funk. 

February 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” To 
Regain The WWF World Belt. Also: Terry Taylor, 
Rick Martel, Sting & Simmons, all-onnoying, Ston 
Honsen. 


Morch 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles On: 
Will Holk Hogan Be The Victim Of His Own 
Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, Sting- 
Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Barry Windham. 

April 1991: The Stetners: They’s Be Wrestling’s 
Greatest Tog Team, But ... Also: Eddie Gitbert, Flair- 
Sting, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Larry Zhyszko, Sq. Soughter 
May 1991: Savage vs. Warrior: The Bloodlust 
Of Ex-Champions. Also: Steiners, Sting, Virgil, D, 
Sammartino-|. Koloff. 

June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tog Team Thunder, 
Aso: Steve Williams, Nikita Koloff, 1-C belt, Dundees, Arm 


July 1991: Hogan's Burning Mad! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Also: 
Virgil, Nastys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk. 

August 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too ’ 
September 1991/Justice Is In The WWF ... 
And Hogan's In The Biggest Trouble Of His Life! 
Akso: Missy-Poul E, Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Stevie Ray, 
Diamond Exchange, 

Octobor 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: 
SummerSlam ‘91. Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & Warrior, 
Leg Luger, Sontona-Atlos, Steve Williams, Studd-Zenk. 
November 1991: Our investigation Reveals ... The 
Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage Connection. Ako: 
Lex Luger, Ric Fir, Wor Gomes, Mounties, foreign objects 
Decembor 1991: A Night To Remember: 
SummerSlam Provides Heat For The Cold Months 
Ahead. Also: Alexandra York, Simmons-Luger, Lane & 
Cornette, Leatherfoce, 

Janwory 1992: Inside Wrestling Reveals: Sting’s 
Memo From A Maniac Also: Froebirds, Blockhearts, 


Bret Hort, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
February 1992: A Reign Of Pain: Lex Luger— 
Hort 


Man, Austin-Blossom, Tri-State & UWF. 

Jone 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New Era. 
Also: Hulk Hogan, Harley Race, Marcus Bagwell, Tony 
Atlas, IRS & DiBiase. 

July 1992: Is Regaining The WWF Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Aso: Sheri & Shawn, big 
Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, Kamala, Joe Savoldi, 
August 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The More 
Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Also: Jack-Badd, 
Brion — LOD & Ellering, Taylor & Valentine, 


Dusty 

September 1992: Hulk Hogan's “Retirement”: 
Why The WWF Will Never Let Him Rest In Peace. 
pee ns erie Mare 


October 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis. Also; S. Steiner-Muta, Ron 
Simmons, Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry. 

November 1992: The Great American Crash: 
Vader Crushes Sting For The WCW World Title. 
Also: Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Modusa, Warlord & 
Barborian-Bushwhackers, top rope rule. 

December 1992: Hoy, Ric Flair: Stop Whining 
And Start Winning, Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jeff Jorrett, Windham & D. Rhodes, NWA title. 
Janvory 1993 (Special Edition): 80,355 Fans 
Can't Be Wrong: This Was The Greatest 
SummerSlom Ever! Also: WWF-USWA, LOD, Sting- 
Simmons, Bret-Shanigo, Rude-Dustin. 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michaels, Nikita 
Koloff, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, Rod Price. 
April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In “93. Plus: Z-Man & 
Gunn, Sfing-Voder, Dangerous Allionce, Ric Flair. 

May 1993: Exclusive WrestleMania IX Match 


February 1994: Our Holiday Wish List For 1994. 
Plus: Hogun-Savoge-Bret, Hacksaw Duggan, Doinks, 
Hollywood Blonds, Steven Regal. 

March 1994: inside Wrestling Predicts: What's 
In Store For 94: Plus: Nastys & Missy, Col. Parker, 
Ludvig Borgo, chairs, Survivor Series, Diesel-Michaels. 
April 1994 (Special Issue): The Inside Wrestling 
Computer Tournament. Ako: Lex Luger, Storrcade, 
Yoko-Fuji, Ric Flair, Curt Hennig, Funk-Sabu, 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hort: Their 
Greclest Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies, Also: 
Flair-Rude, Rick Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel, Brian 
Christopher, Yoko-Booger. 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric Flair 
Is Still “Shick” Rid Also: Jimmy Snuka, Tony Anthony, 
IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Bloyze, Freebird. 

July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into 
Wrestling’s Future: You Won't Bolieve What 
You'll See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earthquoke- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel, 

August 1994: 10 Years After Rock ‘n’ 
Wrestling: It’s Time For Roddy To Get Rowdy 
Agoin! Aso: Hulk Hogan, 911, Freebird, rulebreakers, 
Coretta & Bodies, Bushwhackers. 

September 1994: The Resurrection Of The 
Undertaker, Also; Nastys-Cactus & Maxx, Flair- 
Steamboat, Nikolai Volkaff, Rock ‘n’ Rolls, Luna Vachon. 
October 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Doink, Vader-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk Jr., 
Owen-Bret, Holl of Fame. 

March 1995: Predictions 1995. Aso: Nostys, Razor 
Ramon, Tasmaniac, Kid-Man 0’-Wor, Pillman & Hogan. 
June 1995: The Boginning Of The End? Will Hulk 
Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Ako: Steve 
Austin, Gangstos, Public Enemy, Grot-Owen, Jef Jarrett. 
July 1995 (Special Issue): Wrestling Coolll! 
What’s In—And Why—In The Mat Sport 
Today. Also: Savage & Sting, Alex Wright, Bruise 
Brothers, Don Severn, lvan Putski. 

August 1995: The Untold Truth: WrestleMania 
X—The Winners And Losers: Also: Johnny B. Badd, 
Bom Bam Bigelow, John Studd, Bubbe- Sting. 

October 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Randy Savage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, 
Diesel, Hawk 


February 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stars: What 
1996 Has In Store For Them! Also: Goldust, Sherri- 
Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. 

March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret 
Masterminded Diasel’s Execution. Also; Jeff Jarrett, 
Giont, Jim Comette, Survivor Series, Eddy Guerrero, 
May 1996: Recdy ... Aim ... Maim! The Sick 
Race To Cripple Shawn Michaels. Also: Shane 
Douglas, Am Anderson, Jerry Lawler, Hogan-Flair. 

June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes The 
Wrong Choice, He's Throught. Also: Rood Warriors, 


August 1996: Tho 
Sting & Shawn Will Become $50,000,000 Men! 
Also: Bodydonnas, Giont, Guerrera-Misterio, George 
Steele, Goldust & Marlena. 

September 1996: She’s No Boob! Sunny: More 
Than Just Sex Appeal. Also: Lawler-Jarrett, 911, 
Brion Pillman, Alex Wright, champlonship choos. 
October 1996 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Joke Roberts, Yokozuna, Giant-Konnan, 
Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutiers, 

November 1996: The Stoiners: Feasting On A 
Buffet Of Violence. Also: Shown Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddy Guerrero, truck stop terror. 
December 1996: Three Women For Four 
Horsemen? The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly 
Has Begun! Also; Sunny & Gunns, Giant, Goldust, 
Cornette & Hart, Jerry Jaret. 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wresling’s Deadliest Finisher. Ako: 1997 calendar, 
“Pyscho” Sid, Benoit-Mistorio, Steiners-NWO, Pit Bull |, 
Jushin Liger. 

January 1997: Dreaming Of A Sunny Christmas 
«+» Our Holiday Wish List For The Stars. Also: 
Michoels & Undertaker, Sting, Barry Windham, Foarooq, 


NWO. 

February 1997: Trouble In Egoville: Is There An 
NWO Within The NWO? Ako: Chris Candido, Bret- 
Shawn, Rc Flr, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoit 

March 1997: Why Bret’s Execution Will Be 
Excellont By WrestleMania Ako: Roddy Piper, Sycx, 
Survivor Series, Steve Austin, tolent scouts 

April 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Helmsley- 


Sandman-Lori-Tyler, 

August 1997: Bret Hart Lashes Out: “You're All 
Responsible For What I’m Aboot To Dol” Plus: 
Shawn Michaels, Chyna, Steiner, Sting, Gilbert tourney. 
September 1997: The NWO’s Annivorsay 
Report. Plus: Lex Luger, Shawn-Brel, Terry Funk, Rob 
Yon Dom, Ken Shamrock, 

October 1997 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Plus: LOD-PG-13, Rob Van Dom, Flair & 
Horsemen, Ken Shamrock, McMichoel-White, Madd & 
Mama Maxxine. 

November 1997: WWF War Zone: 
Interfederation Battles Rock The Sport! Plus: 
Ahmed Johnson, Curt Hennig, Nueva World Order, Chris 
Condido, Dan Severn. 

December 1997: Losing Is Bulll Has Dennis 
Rodman Had It With Hulk Hogan? Plus: Steve 
Austin, Jarrett & Debro, Harts, Funk-Francine, Chris 


Jericho, 

Holiday 1997 (Special Issue): The Steiners’ 
Million-Dollar Gamble! Plus: 1998 calendar, Alex 
Wright, The Patriot, Sgt. Slaughter, Turnbuckle Turkey 
Awards. 

January 1998: Sexy Seasons Greetings From 
Sable: Our Holiday Wish For The Stars. Plus: Bret 
Hort, Rey Misterio Jr., Steve Austin, WCW Exacutive 
Committee, Fritz Yon Erich, 

February 1998: Wrastling’s Top Stars: What's 
Ahead For 1998, Plus: Brian Pillmon, Sting, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Reckless Youth-Flash Funk. 

March 1998: Hort Transplant! The Truth Behind 
Brot’s Defection To WCW, Plus: Stove McMichoel, 
Bom Bom Bigelow, Steve Austin, Disco Inferno. 

April 1998 (Special Issue): The 1998 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Scott Hall, 
Marlena, Chris Benoit, Gunn & James, Sobu-Sandman. 
May 1998: Is The WWE Screwing Another 
Hart? Plus: Steve Austin, Dallas Page, Booker T, Larry 
Zbyszko, Al Snow. 

June 1998: Exclusive! Steve Austin: The 10 Men 
Who Inspired His Toughness. Plus: Dusty & Dustin, 
Perry Satur, Mors, eff Jaret 

July 1998 (Special Issue): Top Stars Answer 
Your Personal Questions. Plus: Jericho-Misterio Jr, 
Steve Austin, Sunny, Scott Steiner, Christopher- 


Analysys. Also: Andre the Giant, Pillman & Austin, | November 1995: One Defense In Four Months?! | Mrlena-Sable, Nasty Boys, Hash Funk, Taz, Rick Steiner. ! 

Great Muto, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 Cold Scorpio. Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title—Now! Abo: Alex | May 1997: Giant vs. Hogan: “Hey, Little Mon, | Aug. 1998: WrestleMania XIV: The Reol 
August 1993: Hulk Hogan vs. Yokozuna: The | Wright, Totonko, King of Ring, Chris Benoit, Backlund- | What Ya Gonna Do?” Also: Woman-BenoitSulivon, | Winners And Losers. Plus: Sunny, Curt Hennig, Dan 
“Hulkster” Faces His Biggest Challenge Ever! | Clinton. Shawn-Bret, Undertaker, Scott Hall, Sabu. Savern, Utfimo Dragon. 

Plus: Jeff Jarret, Maxx Paynes, Sid Vidous, Coctus-Voder, | December 1995: White With Fright, Green With | June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “| Almost | Sept. 1998: Power Surge! While The NWO 
Bret Hart, Envy: Why The Undertaker Hod To Bury Kama. | Joined The Nation Of Domination.” Plus: Mankind, | Fiddles ... These Men Are Burning. Plus: Sable, 
Jonvary 1994 (Special Issue); Wrestling’s | Also: Voder-Hogon, Warrior-Renegade, Gangstos-PE, | Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy Smith, Jerry Graham. Ubiimo-Guerrero, DeGeneration X-Owen, Rocky Maivia, 
Seasonal Spectaculars! WWF's SommerSlom, | Waylon Mercy, Heavenly Bodies. July 1997 (Special Issue): House Of Horrors! | Mad Russian-Rambo. 

WCW's Fall Brawl. Plus: Rick Martel, Missy Hyatt, | Jonoary 1996: Our Holiday Wish List For 1996! | Fourth World Title Chunge In “97... Con The | Oct. 1998 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Rozor-Schyster, Steven Regal, Orndorff-Flair, Mascoras- | Also: ude: Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis-Misterio, | Undertaker Restore Order? Plus: Stors answer per- | Report: Plus; Steve Austin, Taka Michinoku, Al Snow, 
Liger. Borry Horowitz, Sabu. sonal questions, Steve McMichael, Road Worriors, Syxx, ! Hollywood Hogan, Roddy Piper, Misawa-Kiwoda. 
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Once the best of friends, brothers in wrestling, Bob Backlund 
and Peter Maivia are now bitter enemies. There is no greater 
hatred than that born of revenge, and there was no more 
furious battle than the one which took place between these two 


former friends 
PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 


Backiund wu 


ATRED. THUNDERING, 

FLAMING emotions which 
poison the souls of these two 
men and hurtle them on a 
violent and maniacal path 
towards ultimate destruction. 
Hatred. A word given new 


| +S oe oo A Feb ca hoa 2" 
pees rulebreaker High Chief Peter 
aivia applies a nervehold to WWWF king 
Bob Backlund (above). Backlund and 
aivia meet and struggle savagely in ring 
center (right). 


meaning and savage re- 
definition by WWWF champion i 
Bob Backlund and High Chief wt nt 

Peter Maivia. INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC! 


aie ig denne ibe © Where did “The Rock” learn to be such a 
dirty, rotten guy inside the ring? Perhaps it 


Maivia’s bet | throws Apes = 
Eeihnaiinte 4 soutteriie rage. was from Peter Maivia, his grandfather. To 


Tikewents, of Backlund’s find out how Peter managed to infuriate . 
i eget “poailadty tk os Bob Backlund, check out this “Inside 
Maivia and freeze him into a Wrestling Classic” from April 1979! 


portrait of furious jealousy. i Mieemerera dace ocaett ete are rere 


A MATTER 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Hatred. And now it has moved 
one further fateful step along the 
road to tragedy. 

A steel cage match. One of 
wrestling’s most ghoulish 
creations. Two men_ trapped 
within the confines. of steel, 


forced to confront the source of 
their contempt. 

Both men gleefully anticipated 
the bittersweet moment. 

“I can’t wait to get my hands 
on that moronic, smiling face 
and twist it into a melted 


Ss. Matvia: 


chocolate bar,” said Maivia. 

“1 want to, destroy Peter 
Maivia. That’s why | took this 
match,” said an unsmiling 
Backlund. 

Pained bitterness seems to 
have slipped from Backlund’s 
view of Maivia. All that remains is 
the rage, though it is still mixed 
with puzzlement. 

“| stopped caring why he did 
it,’ said Backlund. “At first, | 
really wanted to know why he 
attacked me and Arnold 
Skoaland. | really cared. 


Maivia seems to enjoy the pain he is 
inflicting on Backlund (above) in a 
classic Madison Square Garden battle. 
The feud is growing more heated. 


“No more. I’ll never 
understand. I’ve accepted that. 
All | care about is paying him 


‘back for that betrayal. A traitor 


deserves only one reward— 
Destruction. 
“He'll get it in the steel cage.” 
Despite the animosity, 
Backlund’s emotions are mellow 
compared to Maivia’s boasts. 


“This will finish Backlund off 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


St 


x 


Backlund tries to escape as Maivia 
applies a devastating stomach rake 
(above). Backlund seems to be looking 
for help as Maivia grabs him by the neck 
(below). Their battles are epics. 


once and for all,” shouted 
Maivia. “I’m tired of this feud. 
I’ve got better things to do with 
my life than waste my time 
wrestling a clown like that. 

“Once | win the belt from 
Howdy Doody, !’ll really start 
after my goal. The extinction of 
every scientific wrestler in the 
WWWF. | don’t want any 
rematches. | want them ending 
up in hospitals.” 

Maivia cannot stay on the 
subject of his future for very 
long. He ponders the various 
wrestlers. His eyes darken, his 
face swells and reddens and his 
heavy fingers form a twisting, 
churning mass of resentment. 

Hatred. 

“I can’t stand the sight of his 
face. | want it to be dripping with 
blood. | have never hated any 


man as | hate Bob Backlund. | 
want to feel his blood trickling 


‘between my fingers. | want to 


feel his bones snap in my hand. | 
want to hear his screams in 
my ears. 

“Then | want to hear silence. 
The silence of an unconscious 
Bob Backlund.” 

An unsettling tremor flows 
through this rivalry and elevates 
it to more than a feud. 
Friendship was ignored. Moral 
principles were shattered. 

The bonds which once linked 
them were twisted over the thin 
line separating love from hate. 

Hatred. 

It took very little for them to 
hate. Very little. It will take 
much, much more to settle it. 
Perhaps a life is the price. 

Hatred. O 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


No other magazine 


August 1992: In Search Of An American Hero, Color cen- 
terfold—Dustin Rhodes ys, Am Anderson. Plus; Ultimate 
Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Sting. 


September 1992; Papo Shango Possesses ... The Warrior! 
Color centerfold—Sobu vs. Mr. Onito. Plus: 
Sting-Nikita Koloff, Jim Cornette, SMW. 


October 1992: Summerslam: Everything You 
Need To Know About This Mega-Evenf. 
Color cen! vs. Berzerker. 
Plus: Mike Davis, Windham-Austin. 


November 1992: Trading Places: The Steiners 
For Gordy & Willioms—Bad Deal, Color cen- 
terfold Jerry Lowler & Jeff Jarrett vs. The 
Moondogs. Plus: Virgil, ECW, Bob Backlund, 


December 1992: Hulk Hogan Left Wrestling 
For This? Centerfold—The Ultimate Warrior vs. Papa 
Shango. Plus: NWA belt, Brian Pillman, Rock ‘n’ Roll Express. 


January 1993: The Ultimate Destiny Of The Ultimate 
Maniacs: Self-Destruction. Color Centerfold—Greg 
Valentine vs. Rick Steiner. Plus: Scott Steiner-Hawk, 
Kowalski-Tolos. 


February 1993: Can The WWF Withstand The Real Bam 
Bam Bigelow? Color Man ys. Crush, Plus: 
Brion Christopher, Vader-Rude. 


March 1993: The Complete Madusa: The Story Of 
Wresiling’s Sexiest Women. Color Centerfold—Calendar, 
Plus: Rock ’n’ Roll Express, Nasty Boys, Funk-Gilbert. 


April 1993: Overwhelmed By Savage Intensity: The 
“Macho Man” Needs A Break, Color Centerfold—Jushin 
Liger vs. Rick Steamboat. Plus; Steamboat & Douglas, Dustin 
Rhodes, Sullivan-Lee, super heavyweights. 


September 1993: Power Play! Has Crush Muscled Lex 
Luger Out OF The WWF Title Picture. Color Centerfold— 


Davey Boy Smith vs. Vader. Plus: Bagwell & Scorpio, 
Windham-Simmons, Jeff Jarrett, Hennig-Michoels. 


November 1993: The King !s Dead! Long Live The (Burger) 
King! Color Centerfold—Sid Vicious vs. Sting. Plus: Nasty 
Boys, 1-2-3 Kid, Ted DiBiase, Brian Lee, Nosty Boys. 


Winter 1993: Power Bomb Explosion At Starrcade! Finally, 
Voder vs. Vicious, Magazine Within A Magazine: WWF 


World title history. Plus: Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, Curt Hennig, 
Rick Steamboat, Hansen-DiBiase-Deaton. 


Spring 1994; Who's Better? Does Owen Have More Hart 
Bret. Magazine Within A Magazine: Decade of 
Hulkamania, Plus: Brian Pillman, Lex Luger & 
Tatonka, and USWA, Flair-Race. 


Summer 1994; WCW World Champion Hulk 
Hogan: How It Could Change The Sport. 
Magazine Within A Magazine: Wrestlemania 
X. Plus: Rick Rude & Bobby Heenan, Roddy 
Piper, Tammy Fytch-Kimberly. 


Winter 1994: How Curt Hennig Will Moke 

WCW “Perfect” For Ric Flair. Magazine 

Within A Magazine: Wrestling’s Bad Guys. 

UNEB Plus: Hogan-Vader, Curt Hennig & Ric Flair, 
= Yokozuna, Mr. Hughes. 


Spring 1995: Color Him Bitter: Randy Sovage—Why 
Another Feud With Hulk Hogan Is Inevitable. Magazine 
Within A Magazine: Guide To Independent Wrestling. Plus: 
Brutus Beefcake, Stu & Helen Hart, Shawn 
Michaels & Diesel, The Rottens. 


Summer 1995: Hogan-Vader: Who Will 
Survive The Megawar? Magazine Within A 
Magazine; Megastars Fact And Trivia Book. Jia 
Plus: Harlem Heat, WWF title vs. tile match- 

es, Sting, Eddie Gilbert. 


Fall 1995; Diesel vs. Yokozuna: A Half-Ton 
Of Holy Helll The Match The Promoters Are 
Afraid To Make! Magazine Within A 
Mogazine: The Maim Event. Plus: Ric Flair, 
Alex Wright, Jerry Lawler, Sabu. 


Winter 1995: Luger’s Messoge To WCW: Leave Me 
Alone—All | Want Is The Belt! 

Magazine Within A Magazine: Turnbuckle Turkey Awards. 
Plus: Paul Orndorff, Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart. 


Spring 1996: Wresiling Shocker! A Joint WCW-WWF 
Supercard—Almost A Done Deall Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Guide To Independent Wrestling. Plus: New 
Jopan-WCW, Owen Hart, Dudleys. 


Summer 1996: Wresilemanioc Xi: Finally—The Wrestlers 
Are The Stars. Magazine Within A Magazine: Wrestling’s 
Sexiest Superstars. Plus: Dallas Page, WCW cruiserweight 
title, Godwinns. 
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BACK ISSUES! 


Since its debut in 1992, the Wrestie America concept has proven to be wildly popular with the wrestling public. 
offers such well-rounded coverage of the U.S. wrestling scene. Supplies of back issues are 
limited, and at only $5 apiece (postage included), they are moving fast. Order today! 


Fall 1994: WCW Responds To Invaders: “This Means 
Worl Magazine Within A Magazine: The Wrestling 
Championship Trivia Challenge. Plus: Rod Price & Steve 
Austin, Shawn Michoels, Eliminators-Gangstas, Giant- 
Sting. 


Winter 1996: Special Report: WCW vs. WWE. Who's 
Winning The Match Of The Century? Plus: Hart-Hogan, 
Lucha style, Bearer-Undertaker, Hunter Hearst Helmsly, 
Danny Hodge. 


Spring 1997: Hulk Hogan: “The NWO Is Taking Over The 
WWE Next!” Magazine Within A Magazine: 20 Greatest 
WrestleMania Matches. Plus: Dean Malenko, New Razor 
& New Diesel, Shawn Michaels, Terry Funk. 


Summer 1997: NWO ... NOD ... BWO: 21st Century 
Promotions? Magazine Within A Magazine: Personality 
Changes. Plus: Jacquelyn, Bret Hart. 


Fall 1997: Strip Hogan Of His Title? It’s Up To Youl 

Magazine Within A Magazine: Guide To Independent 

Wrestling. Plus: Psicosis, Mankind, Van Dam & Lawler, T. 
Rantulo. 


Fevies Winter 1997: Who Would Win Wrestling’s 
Tough Man Conjes!? Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Icons’ Timelines. Plus; Curt Hennig, 
WCW up-and-comers, Brian Christopher, 
Chad Hart. 


April 1998: DDP: “There Are Too Many 
Cowards In WCWI" Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Wrestling Bad Guys. Plus: 
Jacquelyn-Disco, Ken Shamrock, Vader, 
Osbourne-Mankind. 


June 1998: Mero, Mero Off The Wall ... You're Not Fair To 
Sable At All. Magazine Within A Magazine: Wrestling Bad 
Guys. Plus: Lex Luger, Eddy Guerrero, Cactus-Austin, Justin 
Credible. 


August 1998: Hey, Goldberg, Slow Downl These Two- 
Minute Matches Are Killing You! Magazine Within A 
Magazine: Wrestling Bad Guys. Plus: Bret Hart, Sabu & Van 
Dom, Austin-McMahon, Jim Comette. 


October 1998: Lies ... Deceit ... Intrigue: How WCW 
Created The NWO Rift: Magazine Within A Magazine: 
Wrestling Bad Guys. Plus: Chris Benoit, Cornette-Sunny, 
Rocky-Foarooq, Cheetah Master, Goldberg-Austin. 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 


TOP 15 4—STEVE AUSTIN 8—MITSUHARU MISAWA 12—KANE 


(1) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (-) AllJopan Triple Crown champion (7) No. 5 contender; WWF World title 
1—BILL GOLDBERG 5—KELN MUTO 9—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 13—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(2) No. 2 contender: WCW World title (-] IWGP heavyweight champion (4) No. 4 contender: WCW World title (13) ECW heavyweight champion 
2—MANKIND 6—KEVIN NASH 10—BILLY KIDMAN 14—SCOTT STEINER 
(12) WWF World champion (8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title (15) WCW cruiserweight champion (-) WCW TY champion 
3—ROCKY MAIVIA 7—KEN SHAMROCK 11—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 15—ROB VAN DAM 
(5) No. 2 contender: WWF World title (3) WWF Intercontinental champion (-) No. 4 contender; WWF World title (10) ECW TV champion 
Wwcw 4—KEVIN NASH 8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 12—THE GIANT 
——eeeeeeeeeeee (4) 356, Detroit, Ml (-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ (15) 510, parts unknown 
1—HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 5—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 9—LEX LUGER 13—SCOTT HALL 
(-) 275, Venice Beach, CA (2) 260, Tampa, FL (7) 265, Chicago, IL (13) 290, Miami, FL 
—BRET HART 6—BILLY KIDMAN 10—REY MISTERIO JR. 14—CHRIS JERICHO 
(3) 235, Calgary, Alberta (6) 195, Allentown, PA (-) 140, San Diego, CA (5) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia 
3—BILL GOLDBERG 7—SCOTT STEINER 11—KONNAN 15—PERRY SATURN 
(1) 270, Tulsa, OK (-) 251, Detroit, Ml (8) 237, Mexico City, Mexico (9) 234, Boston, MA 
i a ee ee el 
WWE 4—STEVE AUSTIN 8—K-PAC 12—VAL VENIS 
- (3) 252, Victoria, TX (6) 212, Minneapolis, MN (9) 250, Las Vegas, NV 
1—MANKIND 5—HUNTER lyragel HELMSLEY 9—BILLY GUNN 13—JEFF JARRETT 
(7) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (-) 279, Greenwich (-) 256 Austin, TX (8) 230, Nashville, TN 
2—KEN SHAMROCK 6-—KANE 10—STEVE BLACKMAN 14—GOLDUST 
(2) 235, San Bermardino, CA (4) 345, parts unknown (-) 245, Annville, PA (12) 254, Austin, TX 
3—ROCKY MAIVIA 7—JESSE JAMES 11—AL SNOW 15—MARK HENRY 
(1) 272, Miami, FL (-) 240, Marietta, GA (13) 232, Lima, OH (11) 413, Austin, TX 
SE er SOS eR ES 
ECW 4—SABU 8—JUSTIN CREDIBLE 12 —JERRY LYNN 
—“—X—"“"_—_—— (4) 220, Bombay (7) 225, Waterbury, CT (14) 214, Minneapolis, MN 
1—SHANE DOUGLAS 5—LANCE STORM 9—SPIKE DUDLEY 13—MIKE LOZANSKY 
(1) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (5) 234, Calgary, Alberta (10) 155, Philadelphia, PA (9) 232, Calgary, Alberta 
2—ROB VAN DAM 6—MASATO TANAKA 10—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 14—SKULL VON CRUSH 
(2) 237, Batile Creek, Ml (13) 235, Tokyo, Japan (12) 187, New York, NY (+) 236, parts unknown 
3—TAZ 7—TOMMY DREAMER 11—SUPER NOVA 15—CHRIS CHETTI 
(3) 248, Red Hook, NY (6) 245, Yonkers, NY (15) 215, Bricktown, NJ (-) 227, Amityville, NY 
I rR ee 
4—JUSHIN LIGER 8—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 12—FUERZA GUERRERA 
INTERNATIONAL _ (5) 206, Hiroshima, Japan (13) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (-} 180, Mexico City, Mexico 
1—KEII MUTO 5—SCOTT NORTON 9—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 13—KOJI KANEMOTO 
(7) 245, Yamanashi, Japan (2) 360, Minneapolis, MN (8) 287, Gifu, Japan {-) 205, Osaka, Japan 
2—IMITSUHARU MISAWA 6—KENTA KOBASHI 10—KENSUKE SASAKI 14—APOLO DANTES 
(1) 228, Ashikaga, Japan (3) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan (-) 233, Tokyo, Japan (15) 215, Guadalajara, Mexico 
3—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 7—PERRO AGUAYO 11—AKIRA TAUE 15—HAYABUSA 
(6) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico (9) 220, Zacatecas, Mexico (10) 265, Chichibu, Japan (-) 175, Osaka, Japan 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


1—BIG BOSSMAN & KEN SHAMROCK 6—SATOSHI KOJIMA & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 11—AXL ROTTEN & MAHONEY 
(-] WWF World tog team champions {-) IWGP tag team champions (-) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 
2—SABU & ROB VAN DAM 7—OWEN HART & JEFF JARRETT 12—D-LO BROWN & MARK HENRY 
(7) ECW tog team champions (-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title (3) No, 4 contenders: WWF World tag title 
3—BILLY GUNN & JESSE JAMES 8—BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY . 13—THE HEADBANGERS 
(1) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title (2) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag title (10) No. 5 contenders: WWF World tag title 
4—TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 9—SHIRO KOSHINAKA & enano TENRYU 14—KNUCKLES NELSON & ERICH SBRACCIA 
(4) All-Japan International fog team champions (5) No. 1 contenders: IWGP tag title (11) NWA tag team champions 
5—CHRIS BENOIT & DEAN MALENKO 10—VAL VENIS & THE GODFATHER 15—BRADSHAW & FAAROOQ 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title (-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title {-} No. 6 contenders: WWF World tag litle 
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These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the 
country, and are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of 
each wrestler. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates 
that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue ... Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call 
Of Champions” have changed hands since our previous issue ... The information under the championship listing 
indicates the date that champion won the title, who the former champion was, and where the match took place. 


For period ended January 4, 1999 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(October 31, 1998; from Kenta Kobashi; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TOSHIAKI KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 
(January 25, 1998; from Johnny Ace & Kenta Kobashi; Yokohama, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(October 31, 1998; from Kenta Kobashi; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-PRO WRESTLING UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: MICHAEL MODEST 
(October 31, 1998; from Boom Boom Comini; Hayward, CA) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE BAD STREET BOYZ 
(October 24, 1998; from Brian Danzig & Daniel Mayes; Elkin, NC) 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENT WRESTLING FEDERATION U.S. CHAMPION: STEVE NILES 
(August 29, 1998; from Easy Rider; Stuart, VA) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(November 30, 1997; from Bam Bam Bigelow; Monaca, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ROB VAN DAM & SABU 
(December 13, 1998; from Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley; Tokyo, Japan) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: ROB VAN DAM 
(April 4, 1998; from Bam Bam Bigelow; Buffalo, NY) 


GRANDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JAMES PROPER 
(December 5, 1998; from Bob Steele; Philadelphia, PA) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KEIJ| MUTO 
(January 4, 1999; from Scott Norton; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SATOSHI KOJIMA & HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(January 4, 1999; from Shiro Koshinaka & Genichiro Tenryu; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUSHIN LIGER 
(February 7, 1998; from Shinjiro Otani; Sapporo, Japan) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; 
MORGUS THE MANIAC 
(November 14, 1998; from Danny Rose; Hampstead, MD) 


Lahey ED WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JIMMY JANNETTY & 
(November 14, 1998; from The Executioners; Hampstead, MD) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; DAN SEVERN 
(February 24, 1995; from Chris Candido; Erlanger, KY) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE NATIONAL CHAMPION: DOUG GILBERT 
(October 24, 1998; from Stevie Richards; Cherry Hill, Nu) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: CHRIS MICHAELS 
(December 26, 1998; from Colorado Kid; Nashville, TN) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE NORTH AMERICAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; 
STEVEN DUNN & RENO RIGGINS 
(August 29, 1998; from Wolfie D & Flash Flanagan; Nashville, TN) 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KNUCKLES NELSON & 
ERICH SBRACCIA 
(October 24, 1998; from The Border Patrol; Cherry Hill, NJ) 


NWA NEW ENGLAND JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LOUIS ORTIZ 
(December 26, 1998; from Tre; Somerville, MA) 


NWA NEW ENGLAND HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CURTIS SLAMDAWG 
(September 19, 1998; from Barry Windham; Everett, MA) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(October 31, 1998; from Kenta Kobashi; Tokyo, Japan) 


PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
YOSHINARI OGAWA 


(July 19, 1998; beat Satoru Asako in tournament final; Niigata, Japan) 
Peet fae FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TOSHIAKI KAWADA & 
(January 25, 1998; from Johnny Ace & Kenta Kobashi; Yokohama, Japan) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING AMERICAS CHAMPION: ACE DARLING 
(December 4, 1998; from Reckless Youth; Reading, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
CHRISTIAN CAGE 


(October 10, 1998; from Julio Sanchez; Pottstown, PA) 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
LANCE DIAMOND & RECKLESS YOUTH 


(July 24, 1998; from Inferno Kid & Mike Quackenbush; Reading, PA) 


POWER PRO WRESTLING YOUNG GUNS CHAMPION: BALDO 
(January 2, 1999; from Lance Jade; Memphis, TN) 


TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
MONGOLIAN STOMPER 
(November 14, 1998; from Jimmy Golden; Knoxville, TN) 


WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: BILLY KIDMAN 
(November 22, 1998; from Juventud Guerrera; Auburn Hills, Ml) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: SCOTT STEINER 
(December 28, 1998; from Konnan; Baltimore, MD) 


WCW U.S. CHAMPION: BRET HART 
(November 30, 1998; from Dallas Page; Chattanooga, TN) 


WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HOLLYWOOD HOGAN 
(January 4, 1999; from Kevin Nash; Atlanta, GA) 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KENNY KAOS & RICK STEINER 
(October 25, 1998; Rick Steiner beat The Giant & Scott Steiner; Las Vegas, NV) 


WWF EUROPEAN CHAMPION: X-PAC 
(October 18, 1998; from D-Lo Brown; Rosemont, IL) 


WWF HARDCORE CHAMPION: JESSE JAMES 
(December 15, 1998; from Big Bossman; Spokane, WA) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: KEN SHAMROCK 
(October 12, 1998; beat X-Pac in tournament final; Uniondale, NY) 


WWF LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; DUANE GILL 
(November 17, 1998; from Christian Cage; Columbus, OH) 


WWF WOMEN’S CHAMPION: SABLE 
(November 15, 1998; from Jacquelyn; St. Louis, MO) 


WWF WORLD CHAMPION: MANKIND 
(December 29, 1998; from Rocky Maivia; Worcester, MA) 


WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BIG BOSSMAN & KEN SHAMROCK 
(December 14, 1998; from Billy Gunn & Jesse James; Tacoma, WA) 
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“INCOMING!!!” 


ao 


BOBBY MANAGOFF vs. WILBUR SNYDER 
APRIL 1957 


Former NWA champion Bobby Managoff looks like he’s warning our photographer to 
get out of the way as he tumbles past challenger Wilbur Snyder and over the top 
rope in this match from the Civic Auditorium in Hammond, Indiana. For over 30 
years, INSIDE WRESTLING’s photographers have braved dangerous conditions such as 
these to bring you the best in wrestling coverage. Fortunately, both Managoff and 
our photographer survived. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


. Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


DB This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones# | i 


‘\ "  *Cost per'minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute!Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdompisté 1.00. 
Kids, get.yourspareénts’ permission. 
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